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FOREWORD 
The north-west of Queensland has been largely neglected by historians; this is especially so when 
considering that area in a regional sense. Certainly there has been a number of local histories pertaining 
to individual towns and their districts, such as Mount lsa, Cloncurry and Winton. Queensland's history, 
however, has been very much shaped by the concept of region - going beyond local government boundaries. 
And the north-west forms one such important part of Queensland. 
Hence it is welcome to find such a regional study as this one. I commend Di Perkins for the persistence 
with which she has tackled this topic. It is no easy matter when located in a remote spot - as Mount lsa is 
in Queensland's geography - to pursue higher degree research, especially when so many of the vital 
records are located so far away, in Brisbane. Yet Di was determined that her domain, the north-west, 
should not be immune from historical analysis. Now, reading of how she came to be involved with the 
north-west, starting with a trip in 1965, I fully understand the dedication she has applied to this project. 
Outback Insights falls into two parts. Chapters 1 to 6 present a general historical context for the region. 
This includes a quick background history, with considerations of place and economy, but concentrates 
upon social developments, including education and health arrangements. This, perforce, is rather 
Eurocentric - since the driving force has been the development of a 'white civilization in the tropics; we still 
need much more work done on the Aboriginal history of this area during this period of Europeanization, but 
such detailed research is not pertinent for the aims of this study. 
The second and principal part of this book is to be found in chapters 7 to 1 0; this has grown out of an 
adaptation of the Master of Arts thesis that Di successfully presented to the University of Queensland in 
1994. The main period of study is 1925 to 1950; on the surface these might seem unusual terminal dates 
but they are very valid for this area since they straddle two major events - the depression of the 1930's and 
World War II - which have had a pertinent historical bearing there. The north-west was subject to particular 
special influences in both cases - especially the arrival of so many itinerants during the depression, and 
the influx of troops during the war. To gain the full significance of both events it has been necessary to 
study a lead-in and a follow-up period - hence from 1925 through to 1950. 
The principal focus of this part is a study of crime in the north-west during this period. Crime in this context 
has focussed upon crimes against property, such as stock-stealing, social crimes like drunkenness and 
maintenance charges, crimes of violence (notably murder and assault) and sexual crimes including abortion. 
Yet in having such a concentration this book should not be seen as primarily a work of law; it is essentially 
a social history of the region. This section reveals the skills of historical analysis, whereby in looking at the 
various forms of historical record one can reconstruct a picture of life in this remote rural and mining corner 
of Queensland. This record is particularly valuable since, perhaps more than the usual form of historical 
evidence, it can reveal so much about the behaviour, customs, beliefs, attitudes - lifestyle in general - of 
the 'ordinary people' of a community. It offers insights into the ways of not so much the leaders of society 
- the established graziers, the mine managers, the town bankers, the shire chairmen - as those whose 
place in History has usually in the past been overlooked - the road worker, the cook, the pastoral worker 
and so on. Even more, this study gives considerable emphasis to those regarded as 'outsiders', those not 
easily subscribing to or fitting into the regular mould of conformist, Anglo-Celtic, Christian, 'civilized' society 
as prescribed by the leaders outlined above. Such groups as Aborigines, Afghans, Chinese, other ethnic 
groups, prostitutes, vagrants, itinerants, and drunkards, are included. Further, there is another major 
group - women - who constituted another sort of 'outsider' in that their life pattern during this period was 
usually ordained by the dominant patriarchy; they were expected to fit into that prescribed mould - yet 
sometimes they could establish their own niche of assertion and integrity. 
This book has been able to recapture many of the trials and tribulations of these various groups within the 
community by looking at the records of crime. This approach takes cognisance of the fact that the law can 
be a significant leveller, bringing all strata of society, whether leader or outsider, within its purview. Rape 
or drunkenness is a crime that can touch any person - although, as this study shows, the law does not 
always treat those involved in an equal or similar manner. But because of this 'pervasiveness' of crime, 
the study of the criminal record is a very useful tool by which to reveal the workings and thinking of a 
community. 
Di worked so assiduously trawling the criminal depositions - through the pages of the North Queensland 
Register and the C/oncurry Advocate; newspapers then were more rigorous in their reporting of criminal 
behaviour. Di also ransacked the "Justice" files held in the Queensland State Archives- such as the Clerk 
of Petty Sessions records from Croydon, Police Duty Books for Dajarra, Watchhouse Charge Books for 
Richmond, Townsville Criminal Files. T here were also coroners' files, Cloncurry Town Council rate books 
and many more such kinds of recorded historical evidence - as well as interviews with a large number of 
different people, from police officers to prostitutes. T his range of evidence indicates so clearly that in 
every community there is a volume of scattered information which, if the historian shows the requisite 
amount of patience, diligence and skill, can be worked into an analysis or reconstruction of social life, 
straddling many different groups in society, getting well beyond the old strictures of History that concentrated 
upon 'great men, in great places, at great times.' To appreciate the history of a locality we need to know 
the life and times of all the different sorts of agents involved. 
Dr. W. Ross Johnston 
Head 
Department of History 
University of Queensland 
14 December 1995 
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PREFACE 
My love affair with the north-west began at the end of 1965. Travelling from Brisbane to Adelaide was 
exciting enough but the bus trip from Adelaide to Mount lsa was more basic. No air-conditioning just the 
hot air being sucked in the windows along with the dust. Dry, desiccating heat filled my mouth and I felt the 
anguish of thirst. Alice Springs was a respite stop after the long haul through Goober Pedy and I slept on 
a park bench oblivious to onlooker curiosity. The next stop, Mount lsa, was merely a destination. As we 
approached Mount Hainey and I saw the smoke from the copper stack, experienced the searing oven 
temperatures, and observed the brown, parched earth and modest buildings, I wondered how anyone 
could live here. Little did I realise I was soon to fall in love - with the north-west. 
The thesis work Crime in the North-West 1925-1950, was taken up as an occupation while I mothered our 
four girls and was involved in community work. At the Archives, going through the ecclesiastical files of 
north-westerners, taking notes from police and court records, education and health files, I was fascinated. 
The gathering of statistics was also important for demographic and crime analysis. Photographs from 
John Oxley were brilliant and were supported by those from individuals and Mount I sa Mines Limited. The 
newspapers from the region, The North Queensland Register, the Cloncurry Advocate, Cloncurry Notes 
and Mount /sa News, tranced me into another world as I sat glued to the microfilm reader for almost 
fourteen hours at a time, convinced I was living in the time frame in which I was engrossed. Rate books in 
all the towns of the north-west were canvassed to establish the degree of financial autonomy possessed 
by females in the different locations. Secondary reading provided a comparative framework, and the 
rationale of truth was captured through personal interviews. 
The personal sagas to be recounted in this book exemplify the stature of people who lived in the north­
west, and therefore constitute a part of the heritage of those who have spent time in the region. An 
exposition of past events which were contoured by the north-west environment, helps us to understand 
where we come from. My preoccupation has been in dissecting the social-physical nexus in events and 
inter-personal relationships in the north-west. Again, it is my endeavour to personalise history so readers 
can identify with those whose stories are in print, with scenarios which reflect mores of an isolated area, 
and with the philosophical insights which emerge out of the total picture of this unique outback area. 
There are many people who were involved with the final production of this book, to whom I owe a real debt. 
Dr. Ross Johnston, Professor Kett Kennedy, Marion Dent, and Margaret Collins used their critical expertise 
to assess the technical format and quality of the book. Many eyes searched the text for flaws and 
provided fresh insights and comments - my husband Bill, Gladys Bragg, Joe Beach, and Florence Perkins. 
Our daughter, Jacinta, executed the cover to perfection, blending the representational with the real to 
produce an original landscape. Personnel from the University of Queensland, the State Archives, John 
Oxley Library, the State Library and Mount lsa City Council were of great assistance. An incalculable 
impetus has come from the many interviewees who have shared their background and experiences. Chris 
Fewings, a special friend, has been a driving force behind this production for the past decade while Wendy 
Purvis, Sherry Weller and Athalia Stampton have avidly supported the project. Finally, the Mount lsa and 
District Historical Society has nurtured the publication of this text as they did The Woman Behind the Man. 
This book is the culmination of the work of many years and the enthusiasm of many minds. 
INTRODUCTION 
Outback Insights is specifically a record of philosophical insights which have emerged from an in-depth 
study of north-west Queensland. The north-west is taken as the tract of land enclosed by the Gulf of 
Carpentaria, the Queensland-Territory border and an arbitrary line joining the towns Normanton, Hughenden, 
Winton and Boulia. Although the early history is documented to give background, the essential time period 
is 1925 to 1950 - a time when there was considerable upheaval in this outback area, a time slot which 
thereby facilitated valuable inquiry into the social structure of communities. It is maintained that these 
social structures were an important facet in determining the occurrence and type of crime committed 
within that context. The supposition that crime can be regarded separately from a social and physical 
environment is then seriously challenged. Essentially Outback Insights is in two sections. 
The first half sketches the history of north-west Queensland through examining the impact of the physical 
and economic environment on social structures. The geographic, industrial, and cultural diversity of the 
north-west facilitated an opportunity to gain valuable insights into the social structure of communities in 
this remote region. As communities metamorphosed, their basic structure also changed to parallel the 
different levels of development; this scenario created changing environments to which individuals and 
minority groups responded differently. Communities are an aggregation of individuals and it is possible to 
pinpoint reasonably accurately the personality of townships and watch them change as they progress from 
their infancy, through their difficult puberty years, their maturity and finally their demise. Attitudes exhibited 
by individuals encapsulate the moods of exhilaration, fulfilment, depression, and then undaunted hope for 
a rebirth - these trends are particularly noticeable in mining communities with their recognised finite life 
span. Through close examination of all available literature, a significant dichotomy emerged between 
different types of societies: between new and old, smaller and larger towns, between mining and pastoral, 
frontier and settled communities. 
Isolation was perhaps the most important component in forging this north-west community. It bred a 
remarkable group of people - self-reliant, industrious, multi-skilled and community-conscious. Frequently 
removed from the insulating influence of family networks, individuals and family learned a mature 
independence. They formed support networks amongst equals whose attitudes were in tune with their 
own beliefs - in isolation, the strength of these bonds often far outweighed the distant family connections. 
While community structures were predominantly governed by its industry-base which determined the 
definition and degree of social hierarchy which existed, the over-riding factor was constantly the environment 
which dictated to all on an equal basis. 
The second half of the book introduces you to an indepth study of crime in the north-west from 1925 to 
1950. During this period there was an inundation of outsiders into the north west, and the response of the 
different communities to these intruders helped identify their underlying mores. It can be assumed that the 
degree of democracy of these communities could be measured reasonably accurately by the judicial 
treatment meted out to the lowest-ranking members of these groups - itinerants, the fringe-dwellers and 
the outsiders. Power bases were also crystallised during these stress periods as individuals responded to 
actual invasion (by rattler-jumpers and armed forces) and impending, imperialistic invasion. 
While it is accepted that crime is the violation of laws which ostensibly aim to ensure peace and equity in 
society, there are other factors which will affect the basis of crime statistics. These variables include: the 
degree to which an encompassing society tolerates the crime, the willingness of police to apprehend 
according to their concepts of local societal standards and their administrative and legal obligations, and 
the efficiency of the courts in practising real justice. Statistics in north-west crime which were represented 
in the thesis are omitted in Outback Insights, and instead there is a concentration on individual profiles and 
an aggregate picture of north-west crime within different time frames and according to specific categories. 
This enables you to feel the period through an exposition of individual cases and community reactions. 
Important truths emerged from the crime study. First, notwithstanding the fact of self-determination, it was 
found that the socio-economic base in large part prescribed how individuals act within constraints. Individuals 
could be estranged from their enveloping society and therefore be more vulnerable to apprehension and 
conviction as it was found that class, race and gender bias operated in court decisions. The delineation of 
alienated persons who live on the fringes of society is clearly sketched in social crime records, and 
highlights the differential attitudes of communities towards this class. Alcoholism and itinerancy specifically 
characterised the fabric of north-western mining society, and to a more diminished extent, the pastoral 
community. 
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Secondly, it was found conclusively that the relationship between alcohol-dependence and violence is 
linked with demographic factors, the economy-base, and social relationships. In contrast, sexual crimes 
were basically power-triggered as they proliferated in unmonitored situations where the victims were in 
vulnerable isolation. Conclusions from the study have real implications for future town, community and 
regional planning from the standpoint of physical, social and welfare facilities. 
Thirdly, the inherent bias within the legal system is intimately bound up with political power possessed by 
different groups within society. The position and power of various groups is a constant refrain through the 
court records; these attributes are based on inherited wealth and status, earned assets and position. An 
index of wealth was compiled from records in ecclesiastical files at the State Archives; assets which 
individuals held at death were correlated with their occupation and the subsequent hierarchy of asset­
holding corresponds closely with the pecking order of power as disclosed in court records and social 
commentary. If we aspire to social equity and social justice, this study stresses the need to overhaul the 
justice system so that individuals do play a functional role in their encompassing environment and that real 
justice is accessible to all. 
HIS 'mAY
CHAPTER 1 
HISTORY 
Historically, exploration and development of North-West Queensland was characterised by a distinct inability of 
white man to come to terms with the environmental reality of the region. This deficiency was more pronounced 
during the early period, as settlers failed to appreciate the delicate balance of the ecology and the gulf between 
good and bad seasons. This generally fostered a short-term philosophy which was akin to an exploitationist 
mentality. The economic profit-motives behind the inevitable rape of the environment resulted in long-term 
pasture-deterioration and permanent quelling of natural water soaks. In addition, early Government policies 
reflected expedient measures and lack of awareness of the limitations of the environment. 
In contrast with white man's lack of empathy with his environment, the Aborigines used the north-west for 
thousands of years without effectively leaving scars. Their affinity with the land, both in a spiritual and economic 
sense, was in total conflict with the intruders' laissez-faire approaches. The indigenes were not regarded as 
human beings but as part of the total hostile environment and were hunted as vermin until well into the twentieth 
century, despite their numerical decimation by the mid 1880's and official Government protection from 1895 
onwards. 
The catalyst for development of the north-west was the fateful Burke and Wills Expedition with its follow-up 
rescue parties. The South Australian Government offered a £2,000 bonus in 1860 to the first persons to cross 
the continent from south to north. John McDouall Stuart took up the guantlet on 22 April and headed north. 
Colonial rivalry precipitated a Victorian counter-challenge: £6,000 was government backed, another £6,000 
privately donated. Equipped with six camels and two horses on 16 December 1860, Robert O'Hara Burke, a 
Police Inspector, William Wills, surgeon and surveyor, Charles Gray and John King trekked north. 
Reportedly they travelled up the Cloncurry River but it is assumed to have been the Corella. Despite excessive 
mid-summer temperatures, Burke and Wills accomplished their mission, tasting the salty waters of Bynoe Inlet, 
near Normanton on 11 February 1861. Their passage both to and from the Gulf was so rushed there was little 
time to note detail about either the terrain or its productive capacity. Their ultimate fate has been variously 
spelled out in romantic detail focussing on Australian endurance; in fact this saga exemplifies the inability of ill­
equipped white parties to survive in a hostile environment which the Aborigines had managed for thousands of 
years. 
While the original intention was to seek further grazing lands, caution was sounded in a select Queensland 
Parliamentary Report of 1860: "given the availability of good country nearer at hand, it would be imprudent to 
permit or hasten occupation of the Gulf lands."1 Reports by search parties for Burke and Wills varied. John 
McKinlay reported magnificent pastures near the Cloncurry River together with specimens of copper. Frederick 
Walker's group had many violent clashes with Aborigines, with many casualities to the indigenes. Spear grass 
troubled Walker's men yet the implications he spelled out for future sheep rearing did not deter the northern 
rush. William Landsborough, however, was the prime promoter of development of the north-west. His 
recommendation of the potential of the area as a prosperous sheep-growing venue, was nevertheless qualified 
by the rider "if care is taken by the future occupiers not to overstock it."2 Landsborough's recall of the relationship 
with the Aborigines shows the ease of black-white relationships before permanent settlement: 
We galloped towards them to make them run away; but instead of doing so, they remained and 
received us in a friendly manner and offered us their spears and boomerangs ... in return for their 
present I gave them a tomahawk. These blacks are fine, tall, powerful fellows. a 
2 
3 
Evidence given before the Select Committee in Queensland Parliamentary Committee Report on Format ion of a Settlement on the south­
Eastern Shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria. 1860, Mitchell library pp.1-14 
Joumal of Landsborough's Expedition from Camentaria in Search of Burke and Wills (Melbourne, F. F. Baill iere, MD CCCLXII) Landsborough 
Joumals, p.81 
Jnl Landsborough's Expedition, p.98 
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The feverish competition for leases was encapsulated by George Sutherland who recorded that 
there was a big rush for runs if the quality of the country was at all favourable. When two or more 
discovered the same piece of country a race took place between them to Brisbane, as the first applicant's 
tender secured the country. It was no joke to ride hundreds of miles and then a slow boat trip, perhaps, 
to Brisbane, but the fever of securing runs was rampant....4 
Sutherland's epic journey with 8,000 sheep to Rocklands Station, Camooweal in 1865, is legend. Adaptation 
was an essential ingredient in white man's survival in the hostile north-west: washpools and shearing were 
certainly elementary yet the first bale of wool was taken from Burket own to Sydney in November 1865.5 Pastoral 
and mining pursuits ebbed and flowed according to seasonal fluctuations. The harsh conditions of the isolated 
north-west were ameliorated only by the gradual growth of transport facilities and the innovation of artesian 
bores. 
Droughts and floods reinforced to settlers the dominance of the environment over all man's financial endeavours . 
It was often cheaper to destroy fleeces than to try to get the wool to market; boiling down works were built in an 
attempt to recoup some losses. Privately owned properties were surrendered to banks in drought times and 
companies employed managers to look after their investment. The environment was substantially degraded not 
only by overstocking but by the felling of mulga during drought. Robert Christison of Lammermoor Hughenden, 
noted "at the sound of an axe, the skinny sheep would break into a run in .the hope that green leaves were 
awaiting them.'>t> At the turn of the century concern was expressed for the hardy native trees: "The mulga will 
stand a good chance of being annihilated if some steps are not taken to regulate the methods of cutting it. "7 
The permanence of water was essential for settlement, as shown by the Normanton water supply from the 
Government Bore, 1906. (John Oxley Library) 
Provision of artesian and sub-artesian water alleviated the pressure of climatic seasonal swings and gave relief 
to pastoralists whose water supplies were constantly used by droving parties. The first Government bore was 
successfully sunk at Barcaldine. 8 The effects of the crippling Great Drought of 1899-1902, however, testify to 
the vulnerability of the north-western industries. Trains ran day and night transferring nearly one million sheep 
from the great stations beyond Winton to the eastern tablelands and the coast. 
George Sutherland, Pioneering Days: Thrilling Incidences jn the Early '60's (Brisbane. Wendt, 1913) p.1 
Edward Palmer, Early Days jn North Queensland (london, Angus & Robertson, 1983) p.157 
Ross Fitzgerald, From the Dreaming to 1915 (Stlucia, University of Queensland Press, 1982) p.153 
Queenslander 11.11.1901 
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Isolation had profound economic as well as social effects on the communities. Transport and labour costs rose 
exponentially with distance from the coast and considerably decreased the potential profitability of investment in 
the area. In the pastoral industry this led to severe over-stocking of properties and subsequent depletion of 
topsoil, as owners attempted to recoup overheads by increasing their herds. In the mining industry the volatility 
of international metal prices added another dimension to the high break-even threshold of mining investment; 
transport costs were prohibitively high, all modes of transport being employed to contend with the rugged terrain. 
The dependence of many mining ventures, moreover, on southern or overseas finance further retarded effective 
decision-making and management, due to the time lag of communication processes. The environment dominated 
mining success as well as pastoral ventures - batteries could not be run without sufficient water, and dry blowing 
brought miners' phthisis in its train. In 1878 three men left the Gilded Rose mine to walk 400 miles to Charters 
Towers but two perished; subsequently, each man from the mine contributed $200 (three weeks wages) to the 
widows of the lost men.9 
The discovery of gold in the north-west had the dual effect of improving transport facilities, and introducing an 
Asian ethnic component into the north-west. Gold was found south of Cloncurry in 1867, preceding the discovery 
at Charters Towers by five years. Top Camp near Cloncurry registered one find of 28 lbs. yet it needed the 
discovery of Croydon by a post-hole digger in 1885 to confirm the location of the north-west on Queensland 
maps. In 1890 Croydon boasted 7,000 inhabitants but by 1918 the last ore was crushed. The element of luck 
in the alluvial gold mining discoveries laid the framework for a pervading gambling, reckless mentality in these 
settlements; instability grew from impermanence which was reflected in basic living conditions, and stemmed 
from an urgent need to be able to move camp quickly to the next "lucky'' find. There was a distinct buoyancy of 
community spirit which was more tangibly recorded in mines of the glamour metal - gold - than in the base 
metals of copper, silver, lead and zinc. Further, a distinction between gold towns of alluvial origin and those of 
reef-bearing consequence has been commented on, and the provision of public utilities and private dwellings 
evidences this most clearly. 10 
Evidence of stability: Croydon Town Hall and Government buildings, 1900. (John Oxley Library) 
a J. Cameron "A Review of the P astoral Industry of the State of Queensland Since 1865" Geograohic Joumal1905-6 , no. 7 .  vol.xxi­
Barcaldine 1887 p.8; F. H. Bauer. "Sheep Raising in Northern Australia: An Historical Review" Australian Geographic, vol.7. no.5 , 
1959 , p.172- Barcaldine 1884 
Geoffrey Blainey, Mines in the Spinifex, (Sydney, Angus & Robertson, 1962) p.17 
1o P. Bell, Houses in North Queensland Mining Tow ns 1864-1914" in Readings in North Queenland Mining Historv vol.1 , ed. by K. H 
Kennedy, p.31 
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A small mining venture Mascotte Mine, near Duchess shows primitive conditions. (Mitchell Library) 
This Croydon residence exuded an essence of permanence in 1898. (John Oxley Library) 
The port of Normanton was conceived as a vital link for the pastoral industry of the north-west area but, more 
significantly, it was a port for Croydon. The anticipated richness of the Croydon field was reflected in the type of 
structure erected in Normanton. 
"' I 
The elegant Transcontinental Hotel in Normanton 1904. (John Oxley Library) 
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The Bank of New South Wales Normanton in 1900 was particularly stately. (John Oxley Library) 
Strong ethnic representation accompanied the economic development of the north-west. Besides the arrival of 
the Chinese who walked around the Gulf to avoid paying the poll tax, the Afghans were the promoters of a new 
mode of transport specifically adapted for the tough, mountain, semi-desert terrain north of Cloncurry. Camels 
were disparaged not only for their smell but also for the ethnic element they brought in their train: "Apparently 
the motor carriers at Dobbyn will have the horrid old camel to compete against in the near future as it is understood 
a string of 160 long is on its way from Alice Springs bound for Mount Oxide. The team has a following of 
Afghans, Aboriginal men and women and children, 38 strong."11 During the boom period of the Cloncurry field, 
Baird established that there were approximately 40 Afghan camel drivers, using 500 camels with a maximum of 
25 camels to a train.12 
A camel team coming into Cloncurry loaded with Copper Ore from Mount Oxide, 1928. 
(John Oxley Library) 
11 NQR 16.5.1931 Cloncurry 
12 "The Currey Looks Ahead" Walkabout vol.35. p.4 
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Camels loaded up with wares at a Boulia Store, 1898. (John Oxley Library) 
Horses, camels and trains at the Duchess Railway Station, 1910. (John Oxley Library) 
8 HISTORY 
A rocky wall erected with Chinese Labour at Homeward Bound mine, Croydon. (John Oxley Library) 
The cultural cross-section is shown in this bachelors' quarters in Normanton in 1885, with a Melanesian 
servant in the background. (John Oxley Library) 
During early settlement, townships were born from two basic needs - supplies and grog. According to Sutherland, 
the shanties down the Flinders were "hell on earth, and gloried in such names as the 'Dead Finish', 'Sudden 
Death', etc. The characters frequenting them were the scum of the colony, so the devilish carousals carried on 
would disgrace Dante's lnferno."13 Fierce resistance, however, was voiced at a public meeting by Gulf residents 
in July 1868, against "malicious and false reports" in southern newspaper reports which had expounded the 
lawlessness and unhealthy climate of the area. The constant need to reinforce the concept that this raw, tough 
area did have civilised characteristics continued through until the 1930's when the law abiding nature of Cloncurry 
was commented on, especially in light of the fact that Mount lsa employed more than 1,000 men.14 
13 Sutherland Pioneering, p.23 
14 NOR 8.6.1935 Cloncurry 
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Isolation was slowly eroded by the improvement of transport facilities which shortened the time distance between 
people of the north-west outback. By the 1920's, cars were still a novelty and caused a stir "it is said that Mr. 
Vogel, the Silver King of the Durham, has purchased a motor car which could be landed at Forsayth from 
Brisbane by next train."15 Articles regularly appeared in "The Motor World" section of the North Queensland 
Register with explicit directions on how to operate a car, what the parts were, general hints on driving, and 
advertisements for cars. The mining warden in Croydon received a car in place of his buggy and pair of horses 
in 1926,16 and the day of the old horse delivery van was over in Cloncurry by 1926, being replaced by motor 
lorries.17 Nostalgia for the horse-hauled wagons in Richmond,18 was echoed in the romance of horse cabs in 
Winton in 1926.19 Cars were still not so numerous in Cloncurry, however, by the end of 1926 to necessitate the 
placing of traffic under the control of the Police Department. 20 
The first motor car in Camooweal drew attention in 1920. (John Oxley Library) 
North-westerners were caught up in the general euphoria of the technological advance of transport. There was 
considerable Aboriginal excitement over the landing of the first "Oorooplan" to visit Burketown, the flying time 
between Cloncurry and Burketown being 2 hours 15 minutes.21 Time-cutting seemed to be catching as records 
of journeys were sent to the Register. Mr. W. Rose of the Prince of Wales Hotel, Cloncurry left Cloncurry at 
12.30 p.m. Friday with three companions and reached Townsville just before 11.00 p.m. on Saturday night after 
spending five hours at Charters Towers.22 Mr. Birtles in a Bean car rook 2 days and 2 hours to travel from 
Darwin to Urandangie, his ultimate goal being to break the Darwin-Melbourne road record.23 Overlanding was 
beginning to gain popularity; cars travelled from Broken Hill to the Territory to shoot alligators. 24 
Both the climate and the economy precipated changes in transport modes. T here was a reversion to animal 
transport during the wet "when selectors came to town to collect rations and mail during the heavy rain per 
horse."25 As the Depression deepened, there was a reduction in the availability of benzines and oil and a 
consequent increase in their price, so "quite a few horse-drawn teams laden with wool [were] witnessed drawing 
into the railway yards in Julia Creek".26 Many wagons that had been for years standing idle, were again well 
dressed up and were on the road again.27 
15 .till.!3. 30.11.1925 Croydon 
16 NQB 24.5.1926 
17 NQB 22.2.1926 Cloncurry 
1s NQB 7.6.1926 Richmond 19 NQB 27.12.1926 20 NQB. 25.1.1926 Cloncu rry 
21 .tillB. 24.5.1926 Cloncurry 
22 NOR 24.8.1925 
23 NQB 8.11.1926 Urandangie Notes 
24 NQB 8.8.1931 Mount lsa 
25 NQB 15.2.1930 Julia Creek 
26 NQB 30.5.1931 Julia Creek 
27 NQR 11.10.1930 Julia Creek 
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Winton Coach leaving Cloncurry loaded with mails and parcels and passengers off south for the Christmas 
Holidays. (John Oxley Library) 
While the advent of modern transport was generally applauded, in some quarters this 'progress' was seriously 
questioned. It was reported that "on the muddy straights, chains and semi-deflated tyres make very little 
difference to the progress possible in this sort of weather and black soil. Further the more modern cars are not 
to be compared to the older models with big clearance and high wheels when it comes to getting through mud. 
Cars have been getting bogged outside the town and even in the town streets.28 A year later three motorcars 
were brought in to a local Cloncurry garage with the main leaves of their springs broken, all of which were 
broken driving in the streets of the town.29 
In isolated areas shires were not well positioned financially, to keep primitive roads in a good state of repair. 
Undoubtedly the competition between the vocal infant Mount I sa, discovered in 1923, and the usurped Cloncurry 
community which held the shire purse-strings, led to continued railing about town facilities. The river crossing 
had very bumpy approaches and this was a regular source of disgruntlement. "It is about time the Shire did 
something to alleviate the hardships people have to go through in this town. Surely they are receiving enough 
money from the town to justify at least repairing this river crossing to some extent."30 
A mail truck bogged in the north-west represented trouble. (Arthur Vise) 
28 ...!'!.QB 6. 7.1935 Hughenden 
29 .1::!QB 3.10.1936 Cloncurry 
30 1:!QB 14.3.1931 Mount lsa 
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The ineffective drainage in Mount lsa was clear outside this guest house in Camooweal Street. 
(Ben Smith) 
The ferocity of water masses moving in the Gulf area down the Gilliat Channel destroyed the lifeline of the region 
as the rail services were frequently out for some time until satisfactorily repaired. The popular current view is 
that the railway was built by an American team which had little knowledge of the seasonal changes and the 
volume of water which rushed to the Gulf during the wet season; it was, however, only during the reconstruction 
period in the early 1960's that American engineers were employed. The original rail-engineers created a veritable 
dam wall which could not withstand the force of the monsoonal floods and the following examples testify to the 
problem: The Townsville train loaded with cattle and copper was crossing the 9 miles bridge when it collapsed. 
20 bullocks were killed and a number were injured. If this train had not crashed, the mail train would have 
encountered the bridge at night and it would have been a disaster.31 Subsequently a goods train crashed into 
the Eastern Creek bridge near Gilliat Creek throwing 20 trucks into the swollen Creek. Seven spans of the 
bridge were carried away. 
31..NQB 1.3.1930 Cloncurry 
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Line wash-outs were constant during the wet as this buckled line over the Gilliat shows. 
(Ben Smith) 
The welcome arrival of the first train in Selwyn 1910. (John Oxley Library) 
HISTORY 
The viability of a mine was intimately tied to the provision of an effective transport system so the provision of 
these facilities was a moment of real celebration. 
Parliamentary consideration of a rail link from Duchess to Mount lsa in 1925 was a formal vote of confidence in 
the mine following a thorough investigation by the Public Works Commission. The Act provided that prior to the 
building of the railway, the sum of £150,000 should be spent by the Company on developmental works on the 
Mount I sa field, and a similar sum within 6 months after the opening of the line for traffic; the Company was also 
made liable for the paying of £10,000 per annum for a period of 10 years, with a maximum liability of £1 00,000 
against any loss that might be incurred by the Government in the working of the railway. In addition a first 
mortgage was taken by the Commissioner for Railways over the assets of the company on the field by way of 
security for the payment of this contingent liability to the government, and as evidence of the bona fides of the 
company.32 Despite the public rendering of the railway underwriting, there was controversy on the completion 
of the project, maintained to have cost £500,000, over the impropriety of ownership of shares by members of 
Moore's government. 
A contractor's camp at Duchess showing the semi-permanent nature of settlement during the railway 
construction phase in the late 1920's. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
Progress on the line was followed keenly by those seeking employment, but there was concerned scepticism in 
Mount lsa about the completion of the project if expenditure was spread over a number of years: "Until the last 
plate is laid and the first whistle blows and the first train load of freight speeds on its way, a railway is merely 
another burden on the taxpayer. Therefore let it be hoped that the whole of the money required for construction 
be made available at once and the wheels of a great new western industry Lead production at lsa be placed in 
motion without delay."33 Projected rail links (from Normanton to Cloncurry, from Dajarra to Camooweal, from 
Mt. Cuthbert to Cloncurry) which were in the pipeline, never eventuated. The success of the Mount lsa line lent 
32 ..llidB 12. 1 0.1929 
33 ..llidB 14.6. 1926 
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impetus to the Dajarra Camooweal Railway League whose members saw the possibility of their sheep-carrying 
land being improved through reduced transport costs.34 
Returns from mining operations to the Government were high so construction of rail links to mines received 
higher priority than those to pastoral areas where stock could be walked to market. The Longreach-Winton 
railway was only finished in September 1928.35 The pastoral-mining competition often arose in transport issues: 
priority of H wagons being given to Mount lsa for ore while wool growers had box waggons, the relative costs 
being £1 per ton versus £7/3/6, caused comment.36 
Malcolm Carter who spent two years in Mount lsa in the early 1930's commented on air transport with entertaining 
detail: 
The travelling arrangement between Mt lsa and Townsville in those days was confined to the train or if 
you had the money a trip by plane operated by QANTAS. The trip in the old " Atlanta" from Mt lsa 
started at 6 a.m., the plane travelling at 90 miles an hour and piloted by Arthur Beard; it took two days 
to get to Brisbane, with an overnight stop at Longreach. Arrival at Brisbane was at 3.30 p.m. the 
following day. The pilot not only flew the plane but handled your luggage and woke you up in the 
morning at the Longreach Hotel, made breakfast for you, drove you out to the airport, checked the 
plane's engine (Arthur Beard was also an aircraft mechanic), then settled you on a wooden slab seat in 
the small cabin of the aircraft. The trip over the hot western Queensland country side at a low altitude 
of some 1 000 feet was rough and uncomfortable and air sickness was common. The "Atlanta" carried 
two passengers on his wooden slab seat, the Pilot sat in the tail section in an open cockpit, using flying 
goggles.37 
Communication was the artery of existence for those who lived in the bush; they relied on the mail and the 
Register to keep them in touch with the outside world. Droughts and floods often overlapped, causing havoc in 
the delivery of mails and supplies. The breaking of the ten-year drought in 1936 created a backlog in 
communications for country people to the extent that Burketown had 8 weeks mail to deliver.38 In the previous 
year it was commented "the missing of a mail with papers for the bush is a serious and disappointing thing for 
those who live any distance from town.''39 Linesmen worked in inhospitable country to repair dilapidated telephone 
lines which came down in wet and stormy weather, isolating townships from the outside word.4° Children wrote 
"our mail day is the only thing we have to look forward to,"41 and "I have quite a lot of penfriends who write me 
very interesting letters and I can assure you that I look forward to them as they help to break the monotony and 
dreariness of this place. u42 
Flexibility of laws to accommodate the varying lifestyle of those in remote areas was periodically monitored, and 
the irrationality of bureaucratic dictates which operate essentially in an ignorant urban vacuum, was evident 
even in the early part of this century. 
In future that portion of the Shop and Factories Act that deals with the hours of closing will be rigidly 
enforced in Winton, both in the letter and the spirit of the law and this will apply more particularly to 
Saturday afternoons. It has occasionally been the practice, hitherto, for country clients to place their 
orders at the store which they patronised after motoring to town on Saturday afternoon, combining 
business with pleasure, calling for their parcels when they were ready to go home. This has got to 
cease .... it is darned awkard for country residents.43 
Conversely, flagrant breaching of laws by fly-by-nighters who capitalised on race meetings, seemed doubly 
unfair to the faithful locals who were severely penalised. 
At the present moment the town is decorated with all sorts of calico signs advertising the wares of 
numerous Southern business houses who evidently make it a practice of following-up the race meetings 
of any distinction. The most amazing part of it is that these people are allowed to sell at all hours while 
34 NOR 8.3. 1926 
35 NOR 25.5.1929 Winton 
36 NOR 8.8.1931 Julia Creek 
37 Letter Malcom Carter- Mt lsa Township 6.7.1931 - 13.3.1933 
38 NOR 4.4.1936 Burketown 
39 NOR 6.7.1935 Hughenden 
40 NOR 11.5.1935 Kajabbi 
41 NQB 15.4.1929 Children's Corner- Boulia: Gladys Beauchamp, Stockport Selection- 8 years 
42 NOR 25.5.1929 Maud Freyer, Kuridala 
43 NOR 18.3.1929 Winton 
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our local storekeepers are compelled to close their doors at the appointed time, and further, the public 
seem to flock to these people for their wants and no doubt at double the price for what they could get 
locally.44 
The trend towards centralisation and rationalisation of facilities was inevitable and was amplified as transport 
improved; this was symbolised by the retraction of postal facilities. Complaint arose over bureaucratic ineptitude 
which created problems of feeding stock if sheep were brought in to a railhead and then insufficient trucks 
arrived despite their being ordered.45 Being isolated and in a remote area of the state, the north-west developed 
a strong feeling of paranoia, of being penalised for its distance from the capital, of being ignored, of being 
exploited. Fossil remains of Kronosaurus found at Telemon Station in the Hughenden district were removed to 
the Queensland museum in 1935, but there was agitation about a valuable find a few years previously by 
Harvard University at Richmond, which was taken over to the United States.46 
Since Aboriginal and ethnic representation in court records was demographically disproportionate, a background 
to race relations is given as an important facet of the social structure. A precise definition of the original Australians 
was commented on with irony by one flamboyant Richmond correspondent in 1926: ''The most interesting item 
of the week received over the wireless was [about] the Australian Natives Association Conference at Sorrento, 
which is round Hobson's Bay in Melbourne where the sharks live. They started about 8 p.m. and when I went to 
bed at midnight they were still talking and telling each other what good men they were and how they had built up 
Australia and advocating the glorious policy of a White Australia. Personally I have always held the opinion that 
the Australian native is the blackfellow ... One gets rather tired of this continual oratory ... .''47 
Issues of concern about indigenous equity are not so modern as activists would have us believe. While racism 
was assuredly an integral part of class structure, the Aboriginal people were recognised as an important part of 
the outback economy. As well, there existed liberal thinkers prepared to query official treatment of the indigenes. 
Government policy towards Aborigines received media attention in the 1920's, much of which was sympathetic 
to their economic plight and their deprivation of native lands. It was stated that the Queensland Government 
held upwards of £150,000, the property of Aboriginals. "Many individual 'boys' have large sums of money due 
them, of which they receive a few shillings by begging from the Protector when they come to town. Our coloured 
brother gets all the worst of it with his bankers."48 
The Government decision to segregate the Aboriginals of North Queensland in settlements, was the subject of 
much controversy. One tragedy on Palm Island created a lot of speculation about the uprooting of the older 
black people from their own country and the transference to various other settlements. It was contended that 
"[this] has caused grim, if at times inarticulate agony, [and] is well-known to many bush folk, who have the 
confidence of their blacks. With the younger generation such a transference may not be so objectionable or so 
tragic.''49 
By 1935 the removal of diseased, troublesome, or dislocated Aborigines was considered a matter of expediency 
and health issues were cited as an underlying reason. In 1935 a score of Aboriginals from the Turn Off Lagoon 
Police District were sent to Mornington Island Presbyterian Mission for their betterment. The proviso was that 
they be declared A 1 by a medical officer. A further destination was proposed "if there be any suspects among 
the number'' - was the dread disease leprosy or venereal? It was stated that the Gulf country would be served 
much better if medical inspections of the Aboriginals were made regularly. 50 Within a week another twenty three 
were due for transportation, this number including two kings with brass plates around their necks. The irony of 
a house boy (who was undoubtedly Aboriginal) having a full time job in making damper and stews for the needs 
of his cultural colleagues, 51 is a clear indication of the cultural subservience. 
Parallel with humane attitudes shown towards the Aboriginal people, were records of appreciation of their 
invaluable service from an economic viewpoint: 
I regret to report the death of Bill Richmond, an Aboriginal, and part of Cambridge Down.s The late Mr. 
Richmond had an unbroken record of employment at the Station practically ever since it came into 
existence. As his name implies he was born in this district and was one of the most reliable men 
44 � 6.7.1929 Julia Creek 
45 � 17.5.1926 Winton 
46 � 13.4.1935 Hughenden 
47 .l!!Q.B 5.4.1926 Richmond 48 .l!!Q.B 7.9.1925 Large article on Western Aboriginal Life p.88 
49 � 15.2.1930 "Our Aboriginals" 
50 .l!!Q.B23.11.1935 Burketown notes 
51 l!!QB 30.11.1935 Burketown notes 
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employed on the station. Managers could always send Richmond out to the outlying portions of the run 
to do work, and could rely on it being done. He was an Aboriginal, he was a "white man" and in addition 
to being a good, honest toiler, he was an all-round good sport in the clean sense of the term and had a 
fund of innocent humour. Of late years he had been suffering from heart trouble; [he was] conveyed 
into the hospital but despite the care of the hospital staff he passed away. 52 
Ida Thorpe, in her refined attire, was employed in domestic work 
in the Julia Creek area. (George Thorpe) 
52 �22.2.1930 Richmond 
HISTORY 17 
Queen Nellie and King Jimmy, Aboriginal workers on Bushy Park. (Mitchell Library) 
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Interest in Aboriginal culture was alive in the 1930's when people were beginning to question economic systems 
and the cultures which upheld them, although the inherent belief that the indigenous culture could only benefit 
by transference of European values, was entrenched. A firm advocate of the values of bush living, Bill Bowyang 
exhorted the Education Department to insert illuminating information on the finding of water by Aboriginals 
together with their study of bulbs, plants and reeds into school books. 53 The superimposition of European 
values was clear in both the following excerpts: 
There was quite a stir in town last Monday week, when Bobbie and Nugget, two well known and 
popular Aboriginals were made King and Queen of the Boulia tribe. A big crowd of whites and all the 
blacks were congregated at the Courthouse to witness the ceremony. Mr. Wood was asked by the 
Protector to perform the duty of presenting the plates to King Weelbully and Queen Billylungoo (these 
being their native names) and he did things in regal style. The royal couple were rather overcome by 
all the attention they were receiving. 54 
[There was a] wedding on 2 April at the District Registration Office, Winton - Netty Georgina, 18, 
daughter of Tracker George of Police Service and Arthur Melville (full blooded Aboriginal) aged 24, son 
of Lawn, who was born at Roxburgh Downs, near Urandangie. The bride was born at Herbert Vale, 
near Camooweal. The honeymoon is being spent at Wantalanya selection, where both are employed. 55 
While lip-service was paid to the uniqueness of Aboriginal culture in some quarters, there was little real acceptance 
of the indigenes as equals with their European counterparts. The Winton Hospital Committee sought the erection 
of an alien ward as objection had been raised against the treatment of Aboriginals in the same wards as white 
people. It was moved that some suitable material be procured for the erection of a temporary structure on the 
verandah of the hospital, and that separate sets of cutlery and crockery be provided. 56 
Because of the class delineation and hierarchy in pastoral communities, outsiders were regarded with curiosity 
and suspicion. "A little interest was caused by the arrival in town during the week, by car, of a family of itinerants, 
supposedly gypsies. It turns out that the family comes from Brazil, where the nuts come from. The lady of the 
party claims to be a phrenologist and has opened up an office in Elderslie Street."57 This same trait was 
discernible in court records. 
The history of European settlement of north-west Queensland is less than a century and a half old. While it is 
easy to trace the physical developments of the region and to witness the economic gains which have emerged 
from the area, it is more difficult to acknowledge the motives which have driven settlers to exploit the environment 
for short-term returns. Government myopic exploitation was no less marked: ill-conceived soldier-settlement 
blocks post World War I, consisting of 20-30,000 acres, were ultimately deemed inadequate for sheep-raising 
and subsequently amalgamated. While the region has contributed generously to Australian wealth, it is still 
subject to the same vicissitudes which dominatE;d occupation from the beginning - the harsh environment and 
the distances from potential markets ensure that overheads in any projects are prohibitive from the outset. 
Ignorance or a reluctance to acknowledge the limitations of this fragile environment, has combined with a 
preoccupation about extorting the ultimate profit from the region, to demonstrate specifically that there was 
scarcely a tacit trade-off between the environment and the economy in the north-west. 
53 NOR 1 0.5.1930 
54 NOR 15.11.1930 Boulia 
55 NQ.B. 18.4.1931 Winton 
56 NOR 18.7.1936 Winton notes 
57 NoR 9.8.1926 Winton 
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As the sun falls below the western horizon, motorcars are requisitioned - motorcars, lorries, 
Fords, motor bikes - by those who come for a spin, out along the road anywhere, any old 
where, so long as one can raise some sort of breeze, something to dispel the inert heat and 
bring a morsel of the balm of Gilead to exhausted humanity. That is one way, there are 
others, one in particular, but even the best regulated hotels close their quays at 8 p.m. 58 
In the context of Outback Insights, discussion of the north-western environment is designed to paint the harshness 
of conditions and to show the nexus between these conditions and their social ramifications. The heat, the dust, 
the flies, and the unrelenting superiority of nature over man are irrefutable aspects of this area. There are two 
legacies which are contoured by this tough terrain: first, man recognised his subservience to nature and therefore 
reached out more closely to his fellow-man for support, thereby generating a special type of community as 
evidenced in the above quote; second, north-westerners were re-sensitised to the exquisite beauty of the north­
west as clouds gathered for week after promising week - the climactic release of intense rain which swelled the 
clear flowing, sandy-based creeks fringed by magnificent red river gums, and then the plains of verdant green 
swaying grasses, duped one into thinking this was indeed God's paradise, albeit for a short time. 
This photo of the exploration of the Leichhardt River after rain brings back poignant memories of the 
cleansing feeling of walking in pure river beds after the rain. (Dot Wau) 
Drought conditions intensified temperature readings, dust storms accelerated and fierce lightning took its toll. It 
is unbelievable that a dust storm could be interpreted as a community event of great beauty: At Urandangie in 
1926 there was a series of dust gales, blowing from all directions which climaxed at 6 p.m. as a severe cyclone. 
The residents of Urandangie all turned out to view the magnificent spectacle, with columns of rolling dust of 
various hues, curling from the ground to the sky and rolling outward. 59 The next month this district received 
heavy showers of dust, registering about 2" for each residence. 5° As the north-west was more heavily tolled by 
drought, temperatures soared to 110 ° F and dust was so thick that at times visibility was reduced to 3 yards.61 
In the Cloncurry area in 1935 dust was piled up 12"-18" against fences and houses. 52 At Maxwelton high wind 
58 NQB_ 18.1.1926 Richmond 
59 NOR 26.10.1926 Urandangie 60 NOR 22.11.1926 
61 NOR 16.2.1935 
62 NOR 23.11.1935 
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accompanied immense clouds of dust and sand for several hours and fences for miles were knocked over with 
the weight of rolypoly and sand; bore drains were also filled.63 Cyclonic blows at Croydon were accompanied 
by heavy hail and thick dust which blew for well over an hour.64 
A child's letter tells the story from the inside: "Yesterday afternoon we had a terrible dust storm which lasted for 
3 hours. My mother and father said it was the worst dust storm they have ever witnessed in the west. I was so 
sorry for mother as she had all our spring cleaning done for Christmas."65 Dr. Vincent Welch (the first Flying 
Doctor in the north-west, a surgeon from Sydney) commented on flying between two storms, one a heavy rain 
storm and the other a dust storm covering 1 00 miles or so. 66 His more specific comment about the infant town 
of Mount I sa was - "the dust is something to remember - cars plough through it as a destroyer smashes its way 
through the sea and clouds of dust are thrown like spray, dust flies by in streams through the floor boards and 
behind is a screen of dust obliterating the road and checking the driver who is rash enough to follow in another 
car. Here man is up against nature in all her harshness and stark ugliness.67 
A dust storm coming into Cloncurry, 1930. (John Oxley Library) 
As the drought progressed, water meters were installed in the townships and bore casings were troubled by 
sand. Boulia resorted to the old method of getting water from the river except for some six individuals in the town 
who had their own windmills. 68 District springs ceased to flow and even permanent water holes dried up. Local 
bores receded and many had to be equipped with pumps - it was obvious that the underground water supplies 
were affected. Struggling to run their properties on as small a staff as possible, graziers experienced problems 
with escorting stock through their properties; nevertheless, those who would not allow those with sheep travelling 
through to have a drink on their place were castigated.69 
Silting of water ways was of grave concern in Richmond and Boulia in particular. A report at Cloncurry in 1930 
stated: "Up to the end of 1929 sheep holdings in the district were decidedly over-stocked, carrying in many 
instances one sheep per 2 acres. As a consequence holes which in years gone by had been regarded as 
permanent, had receded and gone dry. Windmills and pumping plants were working overtime."70 Concern was 
expressed at Normanton where the salt water reached up to Walker's Bend, a distance of 70 miles from the sea. 
Stock were of necessity shifted from the frontage,71 especially as a 14.5' alligator was trapped in the Norman 
River adjacent to the town. 72 Horses were often taken as they went into the water belly deep to escape the flies, 
mosquitoes and sandflies. 
63 NOR 21.12.1935 Maxwelton 
64 NOR 14.12.1935 
65 NQR 14.12.1935 Estelle Taylor, Maxwellton 
66 Re. J. Andrew Barber "Dr. K St. Vincent Welch Pioneer Flying Doctor: A.I.M." in Mitchell Library MUK21811 in Frontier News Vol XVIII, 
May 1937, p.21 
67 Re. J. Andrew Barber "Dr. K St. Vincent Welch Pioneer Flying Doctor: A.I.M." in Mitchell Library MUK21811 in Frontier News Vol XVIII, 
May 1937, p.7 
68 NOR 8.8.1931 
69 NQB 11.5.1935 Hughenden 
70 NOR 8.3.1930 Cloncurry 
71 NOR 4.1.1936 
72 NOR 28.9.1935 
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Concern was expressed about the extent of the drought and rainfall patterns for previous years were keenly 
studied. Over a period of 50 years the average rainfall for Cloncurry was 18.5" but since 1923, a period of 13 
years, this average had been only exceeded twice: 1924 - 25" and 1930 - 23." The fall had been as low as 5" 
in one year and on three other occasions was well below 1 0" for the year. "It makes one wonder if these pastoral 
areas of our State are to become drought stricken areas of shifting sand hills similar to the Birdsville and Bedourie 
country."73 
The official temperature in Winton was 114.8°F but private temperature gauges registered 120°F, 74 on the day 
in which the following tragedy was fortuitously averted: 
A father, mother, daughter and two young children were travelling per motor bike and side car from New South 
Wales to Mount lsa, the father having received employment at the latter place. When leaving MacKinlay for 
Cloncurry someone advised them it was not necessary to carry water with them as there was plenty along the 
road. When about 15 miles out of Cloncurry the bike ran out of benzine and the family decided to walk along the 
road in the hope of finding water or assistance. Monday was one of the hottest days we have experienced and 
it was not long before they were troubled by thirst. The mother struggled on exhausted and came to a camp at 
the Gilded Rose mine. The owner of the camp had a truck- they came to the daughter who had collapsed on the 
burning hot road, then the father with the two younger children. They were taken to hospital.75 
The immediate contrast of the outback with the coast is explicit in this recount by Dr. Vincent Welch. "The town 
of Camooweal is like many others, set in an endless plain, exposed to blistering heat, destitute and devoid of 
any green thing. Goats roam at will; the buildings are small with wooden walls and iron roofs, left open and 
unsealed. Floors are bare boards or linoleum covered. I do not recollect seeing a crop in all my journeyings, no 
not once. Pictures are rare, pianos even rarer, gramophones numerous and once or twice I found a collection of 
really nice records. Wireless sets are met hardly at all as static makes reception impossible all through the 
summer and excessive heat makes for rapid deterioration of batteries."76 
Barkly Street, Camooweal on the endless plain, 1948. (John Oxley Library) 
73 NOR 30.11.1935 Cloncurry 
74 NQB21.12.1935 
75 NOR 21.12.1935 Cloncurry 
76 Re. J. Andrew Barber "Dr. K St. Vincent Welch Pioneer Flying Doctor: A.I.M." in Mitchell Library MUK21811 in Frontier News Vol 
XVIII, May 1937, p. 5 
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A typical Camooweal dwelling 1938. (John Oxley Library) 
In contrast, the following advertisement demonstrates the degree of acceptance residents had for the country, 
ingrained with a wry sense of humor. 
FOR SALE 
Attractive Grazing Property 
Gypsy Plains, Cloncurry 
It comprises approximately half first class desert and half downs, 
extra well shaded with Gidyea, whitewood, vinetree and silver box. 
Other improvements: Homestead recently destroyed by fire.77 
Does it surprise you that possums were so prolific in the north-west area that there were possum seasons, but 
by 1936 in Hughenden the trappers were disappointed by their scarcity? The correspondent there remarked: 
"There would appear to have been something of an exodus of these marsupials from this district during the past 
few years but the reason is obscure: it may be the drought."78 Do you believe that two native bears were seen 
at the 3 Mile near Winton in 1931? Their antics amongst the saplings together with their almost human crying 
proved an interesting diversion at the Sunday School Picnic. 79 There were also koalas in the Mount lsa area. 
Is it just increased habitation which has killed out these animals, or has the environment been significantly 
altered? 
Private abuse of the environment was almost an inevitable consequence of economic imperatives: tons and 
tons of mountain gum were cut to feed the hungry boilers to generate power for shafts, smelting plants, artesian 
bores, shearing plants, etc. As train transport reduced the oppression of environmental isolation, this avenue 
too consumed the native trees. There was talk of a new industry - the development of a tanning industry from 
the bark of large supplies of mountain gum. Tests showed this gum to be eminently suited for tanning purposes.80 
There was no tacit trade-off between development and the environment; short-term returns were the important 
criteria. 
77 l::!!QB 8.7.1936 p.73 
78 NOR 8.7.1936 Hughenden 
79 NOR 4.2.1929 
eo 1::!!QB 7. 1. 1929 Cloncurry 
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The Selwyn smelters with high cords of mountain gum. (Jim Bell) 
Sandalwood cutting was a big industry in the north-west during the late twenties and the thirties, the cured wood 
going to China for incense. The main context in which the industry was discussed was in quantities cut, profits 
made and number of people employed - environmental constraints were unheard of in those days. Winton and 
Hughenden were the main areas from which the wood was taken, at one time 50 tons being taken over 2 months 
from 8/adenburg Station.81 300 tons were sent a few months later from Winton, 11 railway trucks being filled 
with the commodity. 82 It was estimated that the value of the sandalwood cut in the Winton district was about 
£6000 to the end of 1929, from which royalties of £1 per ton were paid,83 or £493/2/3 for the year.84 The 
Government proposed a monopoly on overseas export of the commodity so they could get a royalty of £4 per 
ton,85 but a successful local syndicate from Hughenden secured the tender for the ensuing 2 years; a minimum 
of 262 tons and a maximum of 1000 tons was set.86 The syndicate paid subcontractors £12 a ton for sandalwood 
cut and delivered at the Winton Railway Station from which royalties of £5 per ton were paid.87 
While sandalwood cutting was an economic blessing during the Depresssion, employing 60 in Hughenden in 
1929,88 and many more in Winton, its environmental impact was not queried. 'The timber is getting much 
scarcer in this district; sometimes they have to travel as far as Middleton, 110 miles away"89 and "These trees 
are now becoming very scarce within a reasonable radius of the town in a southerly direction and large quantities 
have even been cut and carted from Brighton Downs about 160 miles south westerly from Winton."90 In ironic 
contrast, one tree which has become a curse was being ceremoniously planted along the western side of the 
school reserve at Winton on Arbor Day in 1929 - the Parkinsonia aculeata.91 While it was renowned as a 
legume and therefore good food for stock, its thorn and its capacity to take over the country, made it a pest. 
In the early days at Mount lsa, the value of the environment was appreciated in some quarters: 
Although repeated appeals have been made to refrain from unnecessarily damaging the scanty flora of Mount 
lsa, and the authorities have been asked to suspend the careless vandalism by law, the wholesale destruction 
of the timber, growing on the river bank continues and local scenery is becoming more like a shell-torn piece of 
Flanders as each day and each tree goes. A fine example is that by the one responsible for the route taken by 
81 NOR 6.7.1929 Winton 
82 t�QB_6.9.1929 Winton 
83 NQR 21.9 1929 Winton 
84 NQR 1.3.1929 Winton 
85 NQR14.12.1929Winton 
86 NOR 3.5.1930 Hughenden 
87 NQR 20.6.1931 Winton 
88 NQR 15.2.1929 Hughenden 
89 NQR 9.11.1929 Winton 
90 t�QB_20.6.1931 Winton 
91 NQR 18.5.1929 recorded as Parksinina but a DPI personnel confirmed it was the dreaded Parkinsonia 
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the telephone gang ... the crossing was chosen ... many of the big shady trees fell under the axe. T he modus 
operandi seems to be slash, crash and kill every tree possible until some genius discovers that the town is ugly, 
bare, unhealthy, treeless and shadeless. 92 
Noogoora burr was a noxious weed in the north-west, especially to sheepmen. At Cloncurry in 1935, there was 
complaint that the burr was hardly seen in that area 10 years previously, but the stock coming from the Flinders 
River had infected their area. 93 The burr was either pulled out, the eradicators using flame throwers, or in the 
1930's it was poisoned with arsenic pentoxide.94 The burr-pullers however (according to local knowledge) were 
wise enough to hit the bushes against the trees thus ensuring their next year's livelihood. Graziers asked for 
poison to be delivered free by rail but the Shire Council deferred their request until an inquiry was made into 
assessing the impact of the poison on stock, plants and weeds. 95 Since many of the burrs were in the creek 
areas, one can only wonder at the long-term effects on the water supply. Caustic soda and arsenic used to kill 
grass near the Normanton-Croydon railway line had deleterious results for the cattle. Strychnine was a frequent 
source of dingo and eagle-hawk eradication and easy access to these poisons facilitated some suicides. 
The Government withdrew its subsidy of £2000 annually for rabbit eradication but with the drought many rate 
payers were unable to pay their assessments; the imminent closure of the Rabbit Board in 1929 caused much 
concern. 96 Dingoes troubled the sheep industry as the following attests: "In the borders of South Australia and 
the Territory only 2/6 per scalp was being paid, so many of the scalps were brought to Queensland to obtain the 
15/- paid by this state. u9? 
Fires were a real fear in the outback especially when exceptional heat coincided with a water shortage. Grass 
fires were started by passing trains and fire ploughing reduced the risk to properties. While some station owners 
used tractors with an attached fire plough, others tendered to teamsters: ''Tenders are invited for fire ploughing 
400 miles of fire break on Eulolo Station. Employer will provide a Baileys Patent Fireplough in good order (9' 
track) and harness if necessary. Contractor to provide necessary draught horses, etc. to do the work. Tenders 
must state price per mile, number of horses and earliest date to start work."98 
Conflagrations within the business areas in the small towns were frequently disastrous, although the degree of 
cooperation which emerged automatically with the human bucket brigade, typified outback attitudes. Details of 
insurance were published: "Imperial Hotel premises covered by insurance £2300, stock and personal belongings 
of the licensee, Mr. Tom Wilson, were insured for £400."99 Likewise mention was made if there was no insurance 
on buildings and stock.100 Hudson's Hotel fire in Julia Creek in 1931 was spectacular with the blaze being seen 
50 miles from town.101 The hypnotic effect of major destruction is recorded thus: "Both fire bells clanked out 
their 'nervy chilling' warning. A red glare in the western section of the town left no room for guess work and soon 
all footsteps were hurrying that way."1o2 
Oral evidence suggests that many hotels were deliberatedly fired to collect insurance; one could rationalise that 
since hotels acted as boarding houses in many of the pastoral towns and many of the male boarders would have 
been smokers and imbibers, the likelihood of misadventure by fire was high. Many important historical structures 
of early outback towns were consequently reduced to ash. 
Despite difficult circumstances, north-westerners adapted to the environment and vegetables and fruits grew in 
abundance on the black soil plains: "I have seen no vegetables that surpass those grown here. Plants are 
mainly grown in trenches which are flooded."103 "Our melons are ripe now and don't we have some beautiful 
banquets. The grapes will be ripe in a few week's time. We also have ripe peaches."104 Luxuries such as ice 
were appreciated, and as one further step towards civilisation was taken, the next one was anticipated. 
Boulia is gradually getting up-to-date for ice is now made locally. Mr. R. Brooke has installed a fairly big ice plant 
and as the weather has been exceptionally hot, most householders have availed themselves of the luxury of 
having iced water and hard butter. It is said that electric lighting will follow in the near future.105 
92 NOR 13.7.1925 Mount lsa 
93 NOR 15.2.1936 Cloncury 
94 NOR 29.3.1930 Hughenden 
95 NOR 29.3.1930 
96 NOR 16.11.1929 Boulia 
97 NQB 23.8.1926 
98 NOR 26.4.1930 Tenders 
99 NQB 3.5.1925 Winton 
1 oo NOR 20.12.1930 Julia Creek 
101 NOR 10.1.1931 Julia Creek 
102 NOR 26.10.1935 Winton 103 NOR Urandangie 
104 NOR 25.1.1936 Evelyn Beauchamp, Stockport Selection, via Boulia. 1°5 NQB 28.12.1935 Boulia notes 
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Goats were an important feature of outback living. Although they were a menace to gardens and householders 
alike, they were important "in the homes where young and ailing children are so dependent on the much maligned 
goat." The numbers in Winton halved from 800 during the drought in the late twenties.106 
Carting water from the lagoon for general household use at Burketown, in 1924. ( Bart Doyle) 
Ingenuity and improvisation were part of the outback mentality, a key element of intelligence which is frequently 
not recognised. This was evidenced both in the conglomeration of building materials used as well as the 
constant need for experimentation to improve mechanical performance. Sid Teece from Boulia spent years in 
developing an infinite variable transmission to take the place of the orthodox gear box which created considerable 
interest among Sydney experts. A company was formed with a capital of £50,000 which could easily have been 
subscribed two-fold and patents were taken out throughout the world. A trip to the U.S. to sell his variable 
transmission resulted in the need to redesign the back axle. The plan was to leave it with a Cincinnati firm for the 
carrying out of certain developmental work.107 Little was reported thereafter. 
The unsuitability of local timber in construction is clear in this ventilated blacksmith's workshop at Boulia in 
1905. (John Oxley Library) 
10s NOR 11.2.1929Winton 
107 NOR 10.5.1930 
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The mish-mash of materials makes an interesting mosaic at the Boulia bakery in 1904, owned by Chinese. 
(John Oxley Library) 
Phenomena which coincided with the drought, may have been accidental: In 1931 a huge meteorite fell in a 
north-westerly direction from Winton - it reached the dimensions of a huge electric light and had a brilliant red 
sword-like tail. Further, "From somewhere out of the universe a gigantic meteor or fireball flooded across the 
sky at about 9.45 on Thursday night lost in a south-westerly direction from Winton. When it struck the ground, 
flashes of coloured flames shot up, illuminating the town and a loud explosion was heard. It was also seen from 
Colane, 20 miles from Winton, in the same direction.''108 A little coloured boy was struck by lightning while 
driving a cart with two horses pulling it, the horses were also killed.109 In Normanton the vivid lightning experienced 
in the locality struck two employees from lnverleigh Station who were driving a small mob of cattle adjacent to 
the station; three of the animals, side by side, were struck dead by lightning.110 
Heavy rains resulted in fish swimming in cement drains beside the streets; "this is the fourth time to the writer's 
knowledge that it has happened over a number of years. It is a mystery where the fish come from as there have 
been no fish within miles of Cloncurry for several years and if there were fish in the river, it would be almost 
impossible for them to swim up into the town gutters."111 Were these fish transported from the Gulf some 
hundreds of miles in a secure water spout? 
108 NOR 25.5.1935 Winton 
109 NOR 9.3.1925 Gulf notes 
110 NOR 14.3.1936 
111 NOR 7.3.1936 Cloncurry 
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Despite the dominance of the harsh north-west environment, social customs did not change. Christmas at 
Marathon near Hughenden, 1920. (Donald Clark-Dickson) 
Geographically, north west Queensland was challenging to occupiers - the floods and droughts dominated both 
pastoral and mining development and the natural rugged terrain was a particular impediment to viable mining 
ventures. While individuals recount with awe the environmental harshness of the region, they recall equally as 
quickly the beauty of the regenerated plains and comment on the amazing overnight transformation from desert 
plains to green fields. Immediately south of this region, the rivers are muddy and brown, yet the north-west 
boasts clear water in the times when it does run. The majesty of the Flinders, the lure of the Gregory edged in 
paper-barks and the multitude of rocky streams fringed with elegant river gums, the rocky outcrops scattered 
with snappy gums and spinifex, the free horizons daubed with hues of pink and blue at sunrise, and the rolling 
plains - the beauty of the north-west endures ... 
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ECONOMY 
The usual assertion is that the Great Depression had a reduced impact in Queensland and for this there were 
several reasons: its manufacturing sector was relatively smaller, the largest percentage of the workforce being 
engaged in primary industries; its public works programmes were comparatively smaller; and the predominantly 
rural bias of the economy spared it from a total economic collapse.112 By 1931 it was being reported that 
Queensland's unemployment rate was less than half that of every other state 113 - although the impact occurred 
later than in other states. The economy of north-west Queensland was almost totally pastoral and mining; the 
region was therefore more seriously affected by the prolonged ten-year drought, 1925-1935, than it was by the 
Depression. Many absentee owners were subsequently forced to return to work their properties because their 
backers, the large pastoral companies, were themselves in dire straits. 
Reverberations of the wider Depression were felt in the north-west as State budgets were cut and allocations to 
local councils were drastically reduced. This directly affected those employed, as new lower award wages of 
State and Shire employees were instituted.114 Many larger pastoral companies dismissed their station hands, 
and individual property owners had to walk off properties bankrupt as their financial borrowings were cut. As the 
ability to pay rent plummeted,1151and valuations dropped dramatically which in turn halved the income of shire 
councils; business firms suffered and many closed.116 The economy of towns such as Hughenden, Richmond, 
Julia Creek, Cloncurry, Winton, Burketown, Normanton and Boulia revolved around income generated by the 
surrounding pastoral area. De-stocking occurred in an endeavour to reduce costs of agistment and hand­
feeding. In the more drought-stricken areas, this process occurred as early as 1928, as is recorded in the letter 
of an employee who worked on properties around Boulia: ''They are having a rough spin at Boulia. The butcher 
closed down so they have had to fall back on goat but now they have no goats left and they have to live on tinned 
stuff."117 
Since much of the pastoral work was of a seasonal nature, there was a constant reservoir of temporarily­
unemployed workers in the north-west during the "slack'' times and, naturally, resentment of non-local unemployed 
itinerants was most pronounced specifically at these times.118 Drought exacerbated the problem of competition 
for jobs between locals and itinerants: owners were less able to employ staff and stock were sold as water and 
feed sources became depleted; droving ceased; road works discontinued. Temporarily buoyant wool and beef 
prices in 1929 offered short respite across the regional economy119 and minimal government alleviation of 
taxation and rail freights did little to offset the heavily eroded returns in severely drought-stricken areas.12o 
The natural environment provided kangaroo and possum shooters, as well as sandalwood getters, with viable 
alternatives to their usual seasonal employment of property work which had decreased during the drought. 
Sporadic interim flooding brought short-term railway employment, and jobs for fence repairers. Consequently, 
railway and road construction significantly assisted the local economy.121 When construction on the Duchess­
Mount lsa railway did start, accommodation and sustenance for the itinerants were at breaking point and the 
need to emphasize the real employment situation was pressingly urged by newspaper correspondents.122 
While economic activity and construction programmes mopped up both local and itinerant unemployed relatively 
effectively, by early 1931 the number of unemployed at Mount I sa had increased to 400,123 and then to 500 (out 
of a population of 3,000) by mid-1931.124 Applications for jobs as ranger, matron, ambulance superintendent 
and road-workers were significantly over-subscribed right up until the breaking of the drought in 1935.125 There 
112 B.J. Costar, "The Great Depression: Was Queensland Differenr in Labour History no.26, May 1974, p.33, John Oxley Library 
113 NOB 10.1.1931 
114 NOR 21.2.1931 Winton; 28.3.1931 Hughenden 
115 NOB 28.3.1931 Winton; NOB 27.6.1931 Richmond 
116 NOR 27.6.1931 Richmond; 25.10.1930, 11.10.1930 Cloncurry; 15.8.1931 Winton 
117 Letter from John Evans, 27 March 1928, OM 82-43, John Oxley Library 
118 NOB. 24.1.1931 Julia Creek 
119 NQB. 2.11.29 Julia Creek 
120 NOB. 22.2.1930 Boulia 
121 NOR 10.5.1926 
122 NQB,21.2.29 Duchess 
123 NOB7.2.1931 
124 NQB4.7.1931 
125 NOB 29.3.1930, 4.4.1931, 30.5.1931, 5.10.1935; NOR 23.2.1935 Winton 147 applications for position of Inspector to Winton District 
Improvement Board. 
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was, however, variation as to time and place; while there was a "regrettable increase in the number of unemployed, 
who are camped on the creek below the township at Boulia" in 1935
126 the situation was the reverse at Camooweal 
· 
· 
. h f I d t C I n127 in 1936 where "drovers find it difftcult to get sufftctent men as t ere are very ew unemp oye a amoowea . 
The latter was tangible evidence of the quick turn-around in pastoral employment when a good season arrived. . . . d "th d d t 128 Priority in employment was automatically gtven to returned soldters, or marne persons wt epen an s, 
consequently the plight of single itinerant men seeking work was more desperate. 
The social picture of the north-west was contoured by the Great Depression, and the response of the different 
communities to the incursion of strangers illuminated the mores of those specific areas. The following excerpt 
reflects both the encroaching economic malaise as well as the advent of transportation which was the main 
means of dispersion of unemployed in subsequent years: 
Two elderly men, both in brown trousers and grey shirts, one having a well worn waistcoast, passed 
along from Hughenden way. Both have swags, billies and tucker bags and as they walked by in the 
centre of the street, people gaze wonderingly at them. There was a time when swagmen in regulation 
kit were unnoticed and seldom a day passed but one saw plenty of them of all ages on the move. Now 
they are rare bears.129 
North-west Queensland witnessed the hardships of many who came there seeking a living. As in the cities, men 
became desperate to obtain money for food and clothing, and there was an empathy established between 
groups - "men come around with artificial paper flowers, tin jelly moulds made with a pair of pliers, wire meat 
covers, anything, and one would like to buy them all."130 Several individuals endured great hardships in their 
search for work. Two determined people, Mr and Mrs. Hollingwood (she was Scottish and he from the land of 
the Rose), arrived in Mount lsa having walked 5,000 miles looking for work.131 
The development of Mount I sa was seen as a beacon of hope throughout the Depression. Unemployed arrived 
hoping to get work on the Rifle Creek Dam at Mount lsa, or alternatively to get work on the Government railway 
from Duchess.132 At Mount lsa there was wide acknowledgment of the input of the "chronic unemployed to 
[aggregate figures]; they are known locally as 'grey nurses' because of their prodigious thirsts and their savage 
bites."133 They slept underneath the CWA building and the ALP resolved to provide suitable accommodation for 
them.134 
As the Depression continued, the Director of Labour further decreased support for the unemployed. Sustenance 
payments were suspended where earnings for 1930 exceeded £220; this ruling affected 30 respondents out of 
110 in Winton, practically all of whom were shearers.135 An analysis of information about recipients a few 
months later revealed that 80% were from states other than Queensland, indicating the relatively more desperate 
situation in other states.136 
Not recognising the impending dominance of the Depression, in many communities there was a pervading 
suspicion of the unemployed and concern about a wider socialist super-plot: Two men were brought before the 
s.m. [who] had falsely secured ration tickets. [They were] "two sons of that Land of the Free- Russia" and came 
a cropper here last week- it appears these two budding Trokskyites ... immediately caught a train for Duchess 
paying their own fares. It is high time it [the ration system] was modified. It is abused not only by foreigners, but 
by men with homes of their own and men with bank balances. As soon as they are out of a steady job, they sit 
down and draw sustenance as coolly as though they worked for it."137 
The initiation of public works was vtewed as an important medium for alleviating the plight of the unemployed. 
The Cloncurry Shire Council applied for a grant of £3000 in 1930, ostensibly to lay out sand gravel foothpaths in 
an old town which regrettably had few made footpaths.138 Councils achieved dual goals in many cases: the 
Richmond Council loaned a hayrake and reaping machtne, free of charge, to people who wanted to cut hay on 
the town common so long as it was for the sole use of the person cutting and stacking it.139 
126 NQR 31.8.1935 Boulia 127 NQB 1.7.1936 Camooweal 
128 NQR 24.1.1931 Richmond 
129 NQR 8.6.1929 Richmond 130 t:1Q.B._ 20.12.1930 Richmond 131 NQR 14.3.1931 Mountlsa. 
132 NQR 21.1 .1929 Duchess - there are over 100 men on the dam and 200 on the construction. 
133 NQB 7.11.1931 Mount lsa 
134 NQR 14.3.1936 Mount lsa 
135 NQR 24.1.1931 Winton 
136 NQR 2.5.1931 W1nton 
137 NQR 21.1.1929 Cloncurry 138 NQR 11.10.1930 Cloncurry 
139 NQR 3.5.1930 Richmond 
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Nevertheless, there was a bureaucratic inability to understand the independent spirit of many of the bush people. 
An application for relief work at Christmas was made to the Minister for Labour by the Boulia Shire Council "to 
make the festive season a little brighter for [the men]." It was explained that the majority of these men were 
reluctant to apply at the local police station and ask for rations, being evidently of the opinion that by accepting 
rations they were accepting charity and this they would not do.140 It was refused on the grounds that "there 
were no persons registered with sustenance rations or in receipt of rations and it was assumed from this fact 
that there were no local destitute people unemployed."141 The actual unemployment relief payments themselves 
were, in some quarters, seen as the root of the economic trough. It was maintained that the original source of 
wealth came from the land and the unemployed should be working on roads, ringbarking, sinking bores and 
making dams, especially on stock routes.142 
The Depression lasted in the north-west well into the 1930's, this situation being exacerbated by the continuing 
drought conditions, and the seasonal nature of the pastoral industry. Winton Shire Council needed 4 men to 
make a gravel road between the town and aerodrome in 1935 but at least 45 presented themselves.143 In an 
enterprising spirit in Winton, 40 local unemployed called a meeting with members of the Shire Council and 
presented a petition from residents of the town, requesting the start of new reticulation work, and listing a series 
of employment venues and alternatives. They drew attention to the number of persons in impoverished positions 
and the number who had left the district in search of work. When their requests were tabled at the Shire Council 
meeting, the suggestions were thought to be rather autocratic and, having emanated from an irresponsible 
body, could not be recognised.144 Within communities, there were disparate levels of empathy with the 
unemployed. 
The other watershed of economic activity was World War II which virtually arrived on the doorstep of north-west 
Queensland. In Mount lsa air raid sirens sounded every Monday, air raid shelters were constructed in the 
school yards, the town had a "brown out," and an underground emergency hospital was constructed in record 
time with voluntary labour. The population of Mount lsa was very frightened with the threat of invasion by 
Japanese as there was knowledge that a large plane came down as far as Katherine. 145 
North-west Queensland was inundated with servicemen during World War II, as is shown at Camooweal. 
140 tiQB_ 14.12.1935 Boulia 141 NOR 18.1.1936 Boulia 
The gender chalk line is almost visible. (John Oxley Library) 
142 NOR 22.8.1931 CWA State Conference p.88 
143 NOR 5.10.1935 Winton: 
144 NOR 10.8.1935 Winton 
145 Mrs. Bird Mt lsa 27.3.1985 
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PASTORAL 
Profit margins in pastoral areas narrowed considerably as the impact of the Depression was felt. It was stated 
in Richmond that while in 1928 a bale of wool might be worth £25, in 1929 it realised only £18-£19, one local 
station disposing of its wool clip at a profit of £1 per bale while another made a loss. It was pointed out that 
production costs excluded interest on overdrafts or advances from banks or finance houses. Many local men 
felt the financial pressure as graziers were unable to employ them.146 
Newspapers show the impact of the continuing drought of the early 1930's, and specific detail about shearing is 
recorded. During the drought, fleece yields were considerably diminished, one record at Julia Creek in 1935 
registering only 10 bales to the 1 ,000 sheep or about 40% of the normal cut of 3-4 lbs. to the sheep.147 Later in 
the same year an owner from Winton noted his ewes which carried 13 months' wool gave only 5.5 lbs whereas 
8 lbs was the return for normal seasons 148 - a distinct improvement in the yield from Julia Creek. Again, the 
competition between areas may have prompted the publication of these figures. An average top clip of 16d. per 
lb. was registered by Mr. George Keyes of Glen Isla and Kingsfield in 1936.149 
The Wool Scouring Company at Julia Creek installed new boilers as early as 1925.150 Wool scours, such as 
the Alba Wool Scour at Winton in 1935, were erected to increase wool quality, and subsequent competition 
between plant production was recorded in the Register.151 Labour shortages occurred according to state 
demands and seasonal changes. An acute shortage of shearers at Winton in 1926 was mentioned in conjunction 
with the necessity to shear at convenient locations. Temporary structures for shearing were erected - bag floors 
and tent accommodation served the purpose admirably and employees accepted the conditions in a commendable 
spirit.152 
The standard of homesteads varied as much as lifestyles. Company-owned properties varied as much in 
quality as did private property homesteads. Accessibility of material and labour for construction were as much 
variables in determining the type of building erected, as the availability of finance. 
The property Marless in the Gulf belonged to the Walden family. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
146 NQB 3.8.1929 Richmond notes 
147 NQ820.4.1935Julia Creek 
146 NOR 7.9.1935 Winton 
149 NQB 15.2.1936 Cloncurry notes 
150 .!':lQfi 11.5.1925 
151 NQB 16.3.1935 Julia Creek 
152 NQB 30.8.1926 Winton notes 
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The following two excerpts demonstrate the calibre of women who were at the base of pastoral economies -
women whose undaunted courage was accepted as gender equality, yet women such as these never stopped to 
question their motives, or their position. 
A contractor was cleaning out an earthen tank with a huge iron scoop drawn by 16 fierce looking 
bullocks. The man's wife was driving the bullocks while he worked the scoop. It was a rather astounding 
sight. Several Iitie children played about, bare headed and bare footed in the hot sun. A baby less than 
12 months old sat patiently in a jam case set on wheels while the flies stormed over its grubby little 
face. Another tot looked on the world with two fast closing fly-bung eyes. A little bag humpy simmered 
on the bare plain. The daughter took over responsibility when her mother was sick. I imagine she was 
only about twelve.153 
Cora Chalmers accompanied her husband and children from Mungindi (1921) to the Northern Territory 
"to give the children a few opportunities to do something worthwhile in their lives." 1922-23 were bad 
years in which Boulia received 6.4" and 3.4" of rain respectively. At Boulia, Chalmers decided to head 
towards Alice Springs with a mob of sheep, his family and no maps except for an old school globe. He 
did not know the country and would not meet anyone who could tell him where the water holes were. 
Cora Chalmers commented that her husband's energies and at times, it seemed his interest, were 
consumed by the stock. The actual means by which family stability was achieved was a task for his 
wife in which he played little part.154 
The cultural background of the inhabitants of these remote areas commands attention. A large percentage of 
the early pastoral pioneers in the north-west were of British ancestry with a predominance of Scots. Their 
characteristics typify the attitude of the early pastoral settlers: a rigidity and fixedness of purpose, and little 
tolerance for deviation from the norm. Anne Allingham alleges the Kennedy district featured a 'class-conscious 
society reminiscent of rural England with clearly defined employer/worker stratification and with segregated 
meal-tables on the basis of both class and race."155 This concept was relevant to the Burke district, no less so 
in the twentieth century than in the nineteenth. 
The towns which serviced pastoral outposts adopted a degree of social stratification. Since the townships acted 
as communication-bases, railheads, and administrative centres, they became part of a public-service mentality 
with its inbuilt mechanism of differential classifications. Moreover, men from these towns were usually employed 
by the pastoralists on a seasonal basis, so they were imbued with class-stratification. Shearers formed a united 
bond and, although this gave them greater bargaining power with the pastoralists, it disallowed them from rising 
upwards out of the socially-demarcated group. Cliques were inevitable in these smaller townships, where 
power-plays helped to appease frustration which arose as a result of the wider town-country dichotomy. In 
1888, this fragmention of the pastoral townships was noted: 
There is no society worth mentioning, as the place is split up into a number of cliques who only agree 
in one mutual distrust of each other .... Normanton is a town of disappointed men who have not sufficient 
sense to act in unison for their own benefit. The prosperity that is to come will not come from them but 
from the pastoral pioneers of the north .... 156 
A distinct difference emerged between the more closely-settled sheep-growing area and the more widely separated 
beef properties. Whether there was less opportunity for social gathering and so less chance to reinforce pecking 
order, or whether the regular wool cheques promoted greater certainty of position and wealth can only be 
conjectured. The contrasting attitudes of occupants in the more established township of Hughenden, vis-a-vis 
the more flexible attitudes of residents in Richmond has, however, to be sought outside the spectrum of the 
narrow "pastoral townships" concept. 
MINING 
Mining was a vital ingredient in the establishment of the north-west economy. Cloncurry filled the dual role of 
mining and pastoral centre, yet by 1925 it had been at the centre of the collapse of the Cloncurry copper-gold 
fields while the rise of the silver-town due west did little to inspire confidence in its own long-term viability. For 
the next twenty-five years, there was jockeying for regional dominance both so far as facilities and mining 
153 Myrtle Rose White Beyond the Western Rivers (Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1955) p.94 
154 Margaret Ford Beyond the Furtherest Frontiers (London, Hodder & Stoughton. 1963) pp.29, 36, 58 
55 Ann Allingham "Pioneering Squatting in the Kennedy Districr in Lectures on North Queensland HjS)orv 2nd Series Townsville, James 
Cook University, 1975) p.90 156 A.J.Ivimey, Mining and Separation jn North Queensland (Brisbane, Woodcock & Powell, 1888) Fryer Library DU 270-185, p.80 
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supremacy between Cloncurry and Mount lsa. Cloncurry's self-pity for its lethargic economic state was muted 
by a hope of revival: 
Our little town is now termed "480 mile siding" by residents of Mount lsa and beyond, but supporting 
visitors from outside centres call here and realise that even if industry in this centre is at a standstill, we 
can more than hold our own in football and basketball. ... The Murdoch copper recovery process is 
reviving hopes in the breasts of our gougers .... should this come to pass Cloncurry will be as good as 
ever it was. 157 
Comments were made about "The Silver City [Mount lsa]- (where] remarkable progress is all the time going on 
there. It seems quite discouraging to Cloncurryites to see no progress whatever here, in fact evidence of the 
Depression is to be noted everywhere while just a few hours train journey brings you to a hive of activity and 
industry."158 A child commented: "I am 12 years old and am in third class. There will be an excursion to Mount 
lsa very shortly and I think a big crowd will go to see the new mining field. It will be a big place in a few years as 
there are new buildings going up every day."159 
The downturn continued and Cloncurry vindicated its existence and expressed hopes for a brighter future, yet it 
was generally felt that the Government also had a responsibility to make a profitable future materialise. 'There 
will be £10,000 spent on an electric light scheme, £7,000 on a new Shire Hall, £30 ,000 on a new base hospital, 
yet not one industry will be created. The hall, lights and hospital may be necessities but the creation of an 
industry to encourage the people to come out here and reside and make use of these facilities should also be 
the aim of the government and our local governing bodies. From 1933-1936 there were 500 fewer names on the 
electoral roll for the town of Cloncurry."160 
1157 NOR 2.8.1930 
158 NOR 28.6.1930 
Selwyn Hospital1912. (Jim Bell) 
159 NOR 3.8.1929 from Will Kind Scarborough Street, Cloncurry, 
160 NOR 13.6 1936 
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Selwyn Orchestra 1912. (John Oxley Library) 
The nature of mining towns to be buoyant, prosperous and seemingly permanent but then to disappear abruptly 
into oblivion is seen in the above photographs of Selwyn which was sufficiently sophisticated to support a 
hospital and an orchestra in 1912, but by 1920 its life was extinct. 
The prolonged death of Trekelano shows the demoralising and destabilising effect on the community. In 1930 
Trekelano had 75 men producing ore for Mount Campbell, 161 but by 1935 it had closed due to the copper price 
slump which made low grade ore production uneconomic. It was noted that a premature pall was over the town 
and prospectors.162 Within two months it was rumored that the mine was to change hands. By the end of the 
following year, 50 men were working at the mine; quite a fair sized township had sprung up and the residents 
were anxious for a school to be erected to cater for their children whose numbers were in the 20's.163 
Industrial action was infrequent at Mount lsa as remuneration and conditions were good. It is interesting that 
volatile industrial relations occurred in the 1930's, the 1960's and the 1990's. Alexander Wood recounted the 
1933 strike or lock-out at Mt lsa Mines. 
The cause, it is said, was as follows. When anyone was killed in the mines, the Company wanted the 
men to continue working and donate one shift's pay to the relatives, instead of stopping work for the 
day. This would save the Company a major shut-down of mine, mill and smelter. However, the Unions 
did not agree and went on strike. Eventually the Company declared it a lock-out. This little story is 
about the final pay the men received. 
The Company in those days held back two or three days' pay each fortnight, and the Unions issued an 
ultimatum that the pay due be paid to the men by at least midday on the Monday. So A.P. Beard, the 
Accountant, ordered all of us staff to work through the week-end to get the pay out. The pay was 
bashed out on paysheets with the aid of manual Remington accounting machines, from the timekeepers' 
record cards with entitlement on one side and deductions on the other. We worked through the weekend 
and finally Monday came and we were still going strong at noon. There was a crowd of workers outside 
161 NOR 12.4.1930 Duchess 162 NOR 13.7.1935 Duchess 
163 NOR 7.11.1936 Mount I sa notes 
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the General Office, and after a while they got very vocal and stones began to rain on the roof and 
pepper the megas (compressed cane) walls of the office. 
It was scary and the only person who was calm was Jack Earl, who had in his career worked among 
the natives in the New Guinea Highlands. Jimmy Johnson, who had been in the General Office since 
1927 knew most of the men and helped to soothe them down in his diplomatic way q�ite a bit. About 
a quarter to two we had the pays ready and started to pay at three windows. The man with the worst 
job was our eldest clerk, Whitey Nourse who had the job of rebating ten shilling notes for Miners hats 
and lamps. In those days a deposit was taken out of an employee's first pay for these items. However, 
he seemed to dodge all the items that were almost thrown at him, and escaped unscathed. 
There was a great exodus from Mt I sa by truck, car and rail. About 400 men and a woman "jumped the 
rattler" but they were all caught at Townsville, convicted, fingerprinted and then rel�ased. Ginger 
Dowling and I rode push-bikes to Charters Towers, his home town, which took us about 13 days, more 
walking than riding the bikes .... The strike lasted about 9 weeks and we were offered our jobs back.164 
Solidarity naturally emerged in isolated communities and conformity was integral to survival and acceptance. A 
miners' strike at the Orphan and Mount Oxide mines in 1931 lasted for some weeks after the men refused to 
accept wage decreases. As the ore truck was escorted by police over the exceptionally bad road from Mt Oxide, 
the unloading at Dobbyn was accompanied by a rush of miners before police had time to reach for their revolvers; 
three were injured and eleven subsequently arrested.165 A strike at Dobbyn in the ensuing year arose because 
mining trucks were brought in to take the ore to the State-owned smelters at Chillagoe; the miners were set to 
burn the trucks and a policeman lost his eye. 166 There was intense anger at Cloncurry's political representation 
relative to Chillagoe and Mount Morgan. It was deemed that the latter electorates had members with punch, but 
at Cloncurry, McCormack was ineffective.167 
164 Letter Alexander Stanley Wood "The Last Pay' 165 N.QB 31.10.1931 "Serious Clash in Cloncurry District Police and Mining Strikers. p.85 166 Keith Douglas 19.3.1985 167 NOR 1.4.1929 
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Men jumping the rattler at Mount lsa following the Beer Strike 1933; the scarcity of women in the community 
is obvious. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
Women who moved with their husbands to mining communities accepted the primitive living conditions of dust 
and flies and they nursed their children through fevers without the comfort of medical help. Their capacity to 
make their modest abode into a real home is captured in the following incident recounted by Mr. Jim Bell regarding 
his childhood at Kuridala: 
I vividly remember when it started to rain and I think this was the first time I had seen it or remember it. 
My mother had just taken out a batch of bread and because of the beautiful rain we were allowed to eat 
as much fresh bread as we desired on to which, without butter, we liberally spread melon and lemon 
jam. 1 think this incident for the whole of my long life is the most happy and memorable.168 
168 Letter Jim Bell 
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William, Elizabeth and Alick Bell at their family home in Selwyn about 1910. (Jim Bell) 
As mining towns became ghost towns, the history of those who lived there was removed - evidence of their 
childhood home, the church in which they married, the home in which they lived as newly-weds, where they had 
brought up their family, all disappeared. The finite life-span of mines must have coloured attitudes towards 
material possessions and relationships. 
The empty mail-box 
The paved steps which lead nowhere 
The tilting fences which fence nothing -
Are all memories of an age fresh gone: 
An age filled with laughter, tears and rugged spinifex beauty. 
Our hearts skip: Our time draws near-
Our homely home 
will soon become 
Merely a harmonious sound in the panorama of nature.169 
169 Excerpt from Passing, by Author 1976 
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Dr. George Simpson commented on the thoughts he had before he took his first Flying Doctor outback 
flight: "Living with one another as they did the bush folks did not need any help in analysing the 
progress of their souls. They know the beautiful and the unlovely in life. Helping one another is natural 
to them. They live self-sacrificing lives, without thinking how grand and noble they are, often displaying 
that 'greater love' with no other thought than that their mate would do the same for them." 
In north-west Queensland, there is almost an inverse relationship between the harshness of an environment 
(physical, economic or social) and the closeness in a community. Just as crises tend to make individuals forget 
the trivia and look at the total picture in perspective, on a broad scale as times worsen, there is a greater need 
for people to pull together, as Dr. Simpson expressed it so poignantly. In an isolated, inhospitable terrain, there 
is the constant reminder that nature is all powerful, man is quite insignificant in the total array of factors - this 
ensures a constant reinforcement of his limitations and his frail humanity. Notwithstanding the background of 
socialisation that people brought with them to the north-west, the geographic environment contoured the texture 
of the social fabric. Not only did the physical environment impact on community structure, the economic 
environment also underpinned this social structure. 
When social contact was precious and seldom, the following account by Reverend D. W. McTaggart summarises 
some important aspects of social intercourse in the isolated north-west: 'A padre aims to know the people, to 
understand their problems, both spiritual and practical and to become a friend they can trust. The important part 
of his work is not the number of miles he travels or even the number of people he visits but the strength and 
sincerity of the contacts he has made. I once asked a man if he knew Mr. Partridge. "Yes," he said, " I know him 
well. T he last time I met him must have been 20 years ago .... We had a good yarn." It must have been a good 
yarn to have remained so vividly in that man's memory.'170 
Women running towards the finishing line. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
110 The Frontier News Vol XXIX, June, 1944 "Reminiscences" by Rev. D. W. McTaggart 
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Picnics and social gatherings were an essential part of life in the mining and pastoral towns. During the wet 
seasons, swimming parties used special train services, extra waggons were fitted with seats, canopies and 
kerosene lamps.171 
A picnic at the Burketown racecourse 1904. (John Oxley Library) 
A gathering at the Selwyn pumping station, Waggie's Creek. (John Oxley Library) 
171 J.W. Knowles Lonely Rails in the Gulf Country (Brisbane, Diamond, 1983) p.16 
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A picnic at the junction of the Malbon and Cloncurry Rivers, 1931. The dramatic change in dress, but still with 
the retention of hats as a part of the apparel, is clear. (John Oxley Library) 
Balls featured prominently in the agenda for country race meetings and people travelled hundreds of miles to 
socialise with their neighbours whom they saw only a few times a year. Families camped together in an extended 
family situation, and invariably the children shared part of the night's activities. These gatherings provided one 
opportunity for individuals to choose potential marriage partners. Most social occasions, except for the pub­
gathering in the towns, were family occasions, accentuating the strength of family networking in the isolated 
communities. 
The following recall is an exemplar of the softer social side of living in the north-west. Up to 200 members and 
their families often attended such meetings, members being asked to pay 6d. for the sumptuous food:172 
A CWA meeting was held at Moselle, the home of Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Murray, 19 miles from town - there 
were 72 at the meeting. We left the royal Richmond at 2 p.m. The meeting was held first and the 
verandahs were full to overflowing. While the meeting was in session, the men played tennis and the 
children played on the lawns and swings. Members of the gun club indulged in pigeon shooting. It was 
a summer afternoon but not too hot to be unpleasant, just warm enough for the men to feel the need of 
an occasional lemonade or ginger ale. Delicious afternoon tea was served to all. There was a handicraft 
competition. During the afternoon Mrs. Jack Kennedy sang two songs. We left about 6.30 p.m.173 
Social life for particular groups of women in some established mining communities was not so different: 
"Mesdames Harry and Norman Smith were hostesses at a function held in the CWA rest room on the evening of 
August 30th when they entertained a number of friends at afternoon tea. [Those 11 guests present were listed] 
The tables were most tastefully decorated and silverware, everywhere prominent, added to the beauty of the 
cuisine, which was served at 4 p.m. Solos were rendered by Mesdames Beard and Honey and each lady 
alternately proceeded at the piano. Songs, community singing and games lent charm to the evening."174 
In mining towns, the socialisation pattern was preponderantly gender-demarcated. "At Kuridala on Saturday 
nights and pay nights the streets were monopolised by miners off shift. They fraternised at the 'pubs' or in the 
pool rooms while the women and children fluttered around the shops and stores, glad to be away for a few 
fleeting hours from the dim light of the kerosene lamps and the overbearing atmosphere of galvanised iron 
cottages with their myriads of tantalising insects. The sky for miles glowed with the multitudinous reflections 
from the smelters." 175 In the peak years of Cloncurry mining towns, however, an effort was made to stabilise 
communities by encouraging family facilities and comforts: Hampden Cloncurry instituted a housing scheme for 
employees but the true era of ''welfare housing" flowered fully later in Mount lsa during the Urquhardt administration. 
172 The Queensland Countrywoman, September 1984 
173 ..NQB 2.11.1929 Richmond 
174 ..NQB 7.9.1935 Mountlsa notes 
175 "Kuridala", cited in Mimac Jan 1961, p.4 
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Houses were built on Mineside and a nominal rental was charged. Water was supplied from Rifle Creek Dam 
and electricity from the Mines Power Station. 
Mount lsa Mining Lease with band rotunda centre, NSW bank and Community Store directly behind. 
(Mount lsa Mines Ltd.) 
Townside, Mount lsa, in the 1930's following rain. (Mount lsa Mines Ltd.) 
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Mining communities were renowned for their capacity to drink, yet the hotel-population ratios do not truly reflect 
this figure: Croydon, with a population of 7,000 in 1895 had 36 hotels; Kuridala in 1912 had 6 hotels and 2,000 
people; Mount I sa in 1948 had 3 hotels for 7,000 people. The anomaly can be partly explained by the provision 
of single men's quarters by Mount lsa Mines, although the concentration of drinking in only three establishments 
was, in that period, noteworthy. "Friday pay night for the Mines was always fairly wild with numerous street 
brawls. It was impossible for men to get near the bar - at peak times they would be 4 or 5 deep around the bar 
and drinks were passed over the heads of those nearest the bar."176 
Reminiscences such as the following add immediacy to mining town profiles: "I remember the first weekend at 
the I sa. Cloncurry came out to play Rugby League. Diller Pattison of pugilistic fame became involved in a brawl 
amongst the spectators, several of whom climbed upon the bough shed (refreshment booth) for a better view 
and caused considerable damage to the structure. On the way home I noted that a couple of constables 
undertook to maintain order amongst the on-lookers as a couple of thugs battled it out on the common.''177 
Bart Doyle recounted his first stay in Mount lsa: he first boarded at the Argent Hotel (1929) where he paid £2/10/ 
- per week. Later he shifted to Bob and Ethel Ford's boarding house in Camooweal Street where he paid £1/1 0/ 
-,which included light laundry. He then joined two other young post office men who had purchased a galvanised 
iron hut on a Miner's Homestead Lease for £60. "We built our own bunks, bought a second hand wood stove 
and erected a bough shed in front. We were thus able to live very economically and although the accommodation 
was relatively primitive, it was fairly comfortable. We purchased our water from the town bore at 3/- for 100 
gallons."178 
Dave Whitney had similar recollections: "Another chap from the Post Office and I bought a place down the 
bottom end of Camooweal St. It was made of galvanised iron with a bough shed in front, complete with a 1 00 g. 
tank. A carter filled the tank for 5/- from Harry Smith's bore. The floor of the place was antbed, covered with 
bags sewn together. A fowl from next door established a nest under one of our bunks .. .''179 
Mining communities bred or attracted women of enterprise and determination, and men who were practical and 
hard working. Seldom was class distinction noted in mining towns but demarcation evidently applied in hotel 
dining rooms. 
Mrs. Emma Smith, Harry's wife, ran the Mt lsa Hotel with a rod of iron and was an excellent business 
woman and knew how to handle the rough and at times drunken miners . When she was on duty in the 
Bar she maintained discipline by using a high heeled shoe to crack out of control drinkers on the head. 
This obtained immediate results and order was restored. 
Harry Smith made a success of his business ventures in Mt lsa because he was a hard worker, had a 
good business brain, and was willing to take a risk and had great faith in his own ability to get things 
done. He believed that when you started a job you kept going until it was finished and you did not stop 
for tea breaks. He would say "Get the bloody job done then sit on your arse." He also believed that if 
you had the money you could always "hire" experts to do any job that was beyond your capability. 
The two Hotels, the Mt I sa and the Argent, did a wonderful trade, particularly on pay days. The miners 
were thirsty people and would stand in the Bar of the Hotel six deep and some would drink until they 
were too drunk to stand and they were then pulled out by their mates and laid along the wall of the bar. 
The beer served came from Townsville and travelled out to the lsa in wooden kegs in an open truck, 
merely covered with a canvas tarp. The beer must have been well heated during the trip and was then 
chilled at the lsa. The resultant brew was fighting beer and had an adverse effect on the drunken, 
particularly the Finnish miners who, when they fought, used sticks and threw stones. 
As the lowest priced drink on the bar was 1/6 there was a lot of silver changed hands each trading day, 
and it was a common sight to see the yardman and the hotel secretary Miss Finnety take the day's 
money across the road to the Bank of N.S. W. in two 4 gallon kerosene tins, practically filled. The dining 
arrangement in both hotels were quaint and unusual. The Hotels had two eating areas ''The Coffee 
Room" for the white collar workers and travellers and the "Dining Room" for the blue collar workers. 
The locals called the Coffee Room the "Corn Eaters" room and the Dining Room the "Grass Eaters" 
room.180 
176 Interview Bart Doyle 7 March 1984 1n Letter D.A. Whitney 6.4.1990 Speech to Rostrum 4.7.1974 
178 Interview Bart Doyle 7 March 1984 179 Letter D.A. Whitney 6.4.1990 Speech to Rostrum 4.7.1974 
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The pastoral life had a different flavour. It was a lonely life where self-sufficiency and stability were integral to 
their survival. Although the isolation factor has been eliminated to a large degree, essentially it still needs 
individuals of tenacity and strong calibre to survive in the bush. A recollection by Doreen Monro of her time 
during the 1930's at Lawn Hill Station in the Gulf is simple and well presented. Its historical value derives from 
the fact that it records her first impressions of going to the north-west as well as her observations about Aboriginal 
life at that time. 
My husband was apppointed manager of Lawn Hill in 1933 during the depths of the depression. With 
such a large important property, I expected to see a very fine homestead, but was soon disillusioned. 
One very seldom saw a wooden building in the Gulf as the termites were extremely active. The house 
was of corrugated iron, on high stumps, bedrooms upstairs, underneath a gauzed-in dining room, 
cement floor - and a lounge room with antbed floor. Lean-to verandahs thatched with ti-tree bark led 
onto lawn with lovely poinciana trees. The furniture was very rough and home-made. 
I was then taken down to see the kitchen, some distance from the house, and with the most enormous 
wood stove I had ever seen, with colossal saucepans, boilers, etc. on top, with various meats cooking 
in the four ovens. I later found out a beast had been killed and everything was being cooked immediately. 
There were gins giggling in corners, and they were brought forward by the cook to meet the new 
"missus". I think I was more nervous than they were. (I shall refer to them as" gins", as "gins" they 
were always called, and it is not meant in any derogatory way.) 
Several people were seated at the dining table that first night, and everything seemed strange. Carbide 
lights flickering on the large white starched tablecloth, gins pattering round bare-foot on the cement 
floor, the world's biggest white enamel teapot with cups and saucers on a similar scale (why did people 
drink so much tea?) at which I was expected to officiate. Apart from a generous round of corned beef, 
dishes of potatoes and cucumbers were the main attraction, everyone attacking them with great gusto, 
at the same time pressing them on me to have some more. I later found the reasons for their interest 
- they had not seen either vegetable for months. The cucumbers were the first to ripen from the garden 
(in which nothing grew in the heat of summer) and the potatoes had just arrived in the first boat after the 
wet season. 
A "Punkha" was waving merrily to combat the awful heat. It was operated by a half-caste boy who was 
very intelligent, but a deaf-mute. He sat outside and pulled the rope, and could not hear any stray 
gossip.181 
There was never a happier lot of people than the aborigines at Lawn Hill. Land rights had never been 
heard of. It was their land, and the tribe had always lived there and they knew every inch of the country. 
A large camp was situated near the homestead, and the old and infirm, wives of stockmen, and children 
were there while the white and black men were away on a muster. Awful little humpies they lived in, 
too lazy to build a decent hut, and there were dogs everywhere. They needed dogs for hunting (mostly 
wallabies), [they] also slept with them to keep them warm. 
Monday morning was ration day, and the gins and the picanninies would appear at the store with bags 
for flour, sugar, tea and tobacco. They were quite happy hunting for their meat, goanna and porcupine 
being a delicacy with plenty of fish in the creeks. When the muster ended most of the families would go 
walk-about for a period, but there were always a few round the camps to do any jobs. The young gins 
had been trained for housework and I don't know what I would have done without them. They were so 
trustworthy with the children, and the children loved them, because they were always ready to play with 
them and teach them bush lore. 
So wonderful in the afternoons, to send them off for a walk with Daisy and Violet and know they would 
be well looked after. My children have told me since that they used to hear blood curdling stories about 
mysterious beings hiding in the ridges, which they enjoyed enormously. It is sad to think the carefree 
life of the aborigines had to end. It began when Legislation was brought in to the effect that black 
stockmen were to be paid the same as white ones. The Companies could not afford to feed and clothe 
all their families while paying full wages to the men .... The black men were very jealous of their women 
among themselves, but from what I've heard, were only too ready to hand them over to visiting bagmen, 
travellers etc. 
181 Doreen Monro, Goondiwindi "Reminiscences of Life in the Gulf Country in the 1930s" in The Queensland Countrywornan - March, 1sa4 
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To get back to the exodus of the aborigines from the station, they had nowhere to go and must have 
hated leaving their territory, drifting to the nearest towns. Then the alcohol (which they had never 
tasted in the old days) took over and deprivation set in. I dare say the children were all absorbed by 
Missions.182 
Many country women were not the stereotype passive female as Freud was writing of at that particular time. 
They were women of endeavour, initiative, energy and intelligence. They owned businesses and they managed 
finances while their husbands were out doing itinerant work. While their husbands were months away mustering, 
they negotiated the purchase and sale of stock over the radio. They meshed in the multitudinous household and 
teaching commitments, and coped with medical emergencies. Most remarkable is that they accepted this as 
the norm and did not have time or need to bemoan the heaviness of their load. 
While male-female roles were clearly demarcated in advertisements, and there was socially a general conformity 
to the stereotypes, a blurring of gender roles in the north-west workforce is clear. Women were expected to 
attain their goals through their personal attributes, "Be Dainty, Be Pretty, Be Attractive, Be a Rexona Girl", rather 
than their vocational achievements. 
What Woman Wants 
Health means beauty, beauty brings power. 
Power achieves happiness. 
Find the road to health by using Dr. Sheldon's Pills 1/9 and 2/9. 
Women were perceived as weak creatures, their condition of dependency being heightened because of the 
menstrual cycle and a potential depletion of iron sources. 
Fashion changed slowly, the new styles being carefully monitored. The following extract from the Australian 
press emphasises the link with the Old Country: "Bobbed and shingled hair will be banned at court functions 
during the coming season. The queen possesses luxuriant black hair and is opposed to modern coiffures."183 
Five years later models were flat-chested, dresses were hip-length and fashions were generally severe. 
Advertisements for women's clothes showed women smoking and drinking wine. 
There is a discernible difference in the clubs which women joined versus those of which men became members, 
a reflection of their assigned roles. Essentially, women operated to improve welfare in the community, acting in 
a quasi-government capacity, organising social events and fund raising for community projects. Men concentrated 
more on recreational activities such as those provided by races, football, and gun clubs; they were also involved 
with council activities and boards, which gave power and enabled them to protect their financial interests in the 
community. 
The CWA Building at Camooweal, 1938, was well patronised. (John Oxley Library) 
182 Doreen Monro, "Reminiscences of Life . ." 
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The feminist movement frequently fails to look behind to see the groundwork which has been laid by women 
over the ages. Assertiveness is assuredly clear in the following incident: "The departure of the mail train to 
Townsville on Tuesdays is a very social event. A woman arrived with a waddy seeking her victim - she found him 
in a carriage and gave him a sound beating. The man tried to avoid paying his board and lodging, hence the 
lady was justified in her action."184 Was this the same woman who attacked the bailiff with an iron and steel bar? 
The Labor Government's concept of wages for women at home was bandied around in heated argument seventy 
years ago. The outcome was that the majority of married women were in favour of it, although some of them 
disliked the word wages: "If a man were unmarried he would have to pay a housekeeper .... When a modern girl 
marries she gives up a position for which she has been receiving a salary. It is unfair that she should receive no 
remuneration for her work but have to ask her husband every time she wants her wishes met or needs a new 
pair of gloves ... ."185 
The wives of drovers, teamsters and rural workers were essentially partners with their husband and most graziers' 
wives took up the slack whenever there was a need on the property. Mrs K.H. Roberts of Ennis Downs, Richmond, 
exemplified the multi-faceted duties of women: "Besides attending to the usual household chores, she has time 
to assist her husband by way of checking on stock movements, inspecting bore drains, fences, etc. Her two 
children often accompany h�r on these trips."186 
The following obituary could be seen as exemplifying the calibre of north-western women, women who were 
prepared to adapt, to participate in the community and to take initiative in business. Public exhibition of mourning 
shows how these characteristics were held in high esteem. 
The angel of death paid a merciful visit on Sunday night last and released Mrs. Margaret Corcoran from 
a long and painful illness from which there was no hope of recovery. Tenderly nursed with loving care, 
the deceased lady fully realized her position and was quite prepared to obey the call. Born in Dundee, 
Scotland, 65 years ago, Mrs. Corcoran came to Queensland as a child. Like most Australians, she 
became an accomplished horsewoman and in her younger days rode from Hughenden to Camooweal. 
Here she resided for six years and then moved in to Cloncurry where she lived for 25 years. Most of 
this time she was licensee of the Prince of Wales and Royal Hotels and she was also the owner of the 
Post Office Hotel. Of a large-hearted generosity her benevolence was unlimited and many an old 
pioneer has been heartened by her timely assistance, and encouraged once more to look the world in 
the face. Four years ago, Mrs. Corcoran came to Winton and has since lived with her daughter Mrs. 
T.J. Shanahan, North Gregory Hotel. The funeral was one of the largest seen here for some time, as 
sections of the community vied with each other in showing respect for the deceased and taking this 
means of displaying their sympathy with the bereaved. 187 
Marriage was viewed as the ultimate goal for all women and advice was given to those who did not seek an early 
match. "The solution to those who do not marry between 15-19 is that their chances will be much better in 10 
years' time. One eighth of women marry between 25-30 years. These years are her true time of conquest of 
which she will be wise to make the most for every later year will see her expectations of a husband dwindle."188 
Cultural differences show some marriages were a contractual affair between men: Ah Cup, a Chinese gardner 
from Lawn Hill, sued William Wong, Cloncurry since he had brought his 16 year old daughter for Wong to marry 
but the latter refused so he asked for £50 damages for breach of contract and travelling expenses.189 
Men found it difficult to acquire brides in remote areas due to reduced numbers of women and their propensity 
to marry young; advertisements frequently included the request that female applicants be "accustomed to bush 
life"190 to forestall the culture shock of isolation. Compared with those in more closely settled areas, women 
who had an illegitimate child had a greater chance of winning a husband with status and capital. In general, 
intermarrying amongst grazier families was common in Queensland, but this occurred to a lesser degree in the 
north-west. Distances between properties and poor communication reduced social contact of propertied families, 
thus creating opportunities for governesses, housekeepers and cooks to form relationships with propertied 
families. Vertical class mobility was then more likely for women than for men. 
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Isolation made it difficult for men to find a companion so the Register constantly printed requests for brides. 
Initially writers stated their age, mentioned their fair complexion (to confirm they were not Aboriginal or foreign), 
complimentary remarks on their nature (eg. sober, world traveller), their vocation, (good position on western 
station), their assets (motor car) and their degree of latitude (one child no objection). Occasionally they gave 
age ranges for respondents (aged between 30 and 50), characteristics (lady of refinement) and stated the 
necessary input from the other party (capital required £300- £3,000). Frequently the stipulation "accustomed to 
bush life" was added, and some required a photograph. This was in contrast with press reports about Aboriginal 
selection: "Left-handed Charlie, the Police Tracker, left Croydon on Wednesday morning last to spend his holidays 
out on the Mitchell. He expects to secure a wife this trip."191 
Weddings, like funerals, were an important social event in isolated areas. Sometimes, it was the merging of 
smaller pastoral empires which was applauded, but frequently it was the union of a love match which reinforced 
the positive values held within the community. Newspaper coverage was replete with detail: 
In Hughenden at the wedding between John Brebner and Dorothy Campbell, the bride was dressed in 
white mariette and silver lace with touches of orange blossom and silver shoes to match. The tulle veil 
was embroidered in silver, with a coronet of orange buds. The bride carried a sheaf of eucharist lillies 
... there was a bridesmaid and a best man ... the reception was at the home of the bride and was served 
in a marquee erected in the grounds with streamers and flowers on the tables. The bride was the 
recipient of numerous and costly presents and many cheques and included a beautiful sideboard, the 
gift of Monro brothers. The couple left for the south for their honeymoon. The bride's travelling frock 
was of cinnamon wool cashmere with a flared skirt, relieved with oriental embroidery and gold buttons 
with which she wore a brown felt hat, coat and shoes to match.192 
Newspaper columns were like public diaries, explicit details being noted. Gifts between the new partners were 
recorded - "the bride's gift to the bridegroom was a set of gold dress studs, the bridegroom's gift to the bride 
being a gold mounted scent spray and to the bridesmaid a cheque.''193 Items of dress were loaned during the 
Depression and acknowledged in the report, although comments such as "the bouquets were designed in 
Brisbane"194 gave prestige to some weddings. Modest receptions at the bride's residence were common but 
there was little need for a decrease in enthusiasm, as the following attests: 
The breakfast was at the residence of the bride's parents, held on the lawn, the whole scene brilliantly 
illuminated by electric light with about 150 guests participating. After customary toasts and responses 
were duly honoured, games, dancing and singing were indulged in till the early hours of the morning. 
The presents were numerous and costly, including many cheques, from friends both near and far.195 
Honeymoon destinations were given - "the happy couple left for Sydney and the Blue Mountains by the motor 
train."196 Celebrations of weddings frequently carried through to their honeymoon departure: "An enjoyable 
dance was given after the dinner - about 100 attended .... departed on the train at 2.00 a.m. when the dancers 
accompanied them to the platform.''197 
Specific women's groups achieved a momentous amount for outback communities; the Bush Nursing Association 
and the CWA were two of the foremost in these groups, the latter often erecting a community central meeting 
place. The Urandangie Hall was completed in July 1926, cost £800, and "filled a long felt want in the township 
and was a lasting monument to the ladies' efforts.''198 At the opening, the following was recorded: "A toast was 
drunk to the accompaniment of 'For they are jolly good fellows' though the ladies did not appear to be as good 
at drinking toasts as the gentlemen.''199 
Excerpts such as the following show the importance of these halls which were a real community asset. "Despite 
the dust and heat a euchre tournament and dance was held by the CWA in their hall. Dancing commenced at 10 
p.m. and ended at an unmentionable hour, all being thoroughly exhausted."200 "A rather enjoyable dance was 
held last Saturday. Quite a few helped with the playing of the pianola for dances. Mr. Jack Logan obliged the 
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company by playing quite a number of extras on his banjo-mandolin. The usual crowds turned up to have some 
fun and to break the monotony."201 "A cretonne dance was held on Friday night when the spacious CWA Hall 
was packed to its full capacity. There was a card waltz, 3 short acts and a cake auction. All enjoyed themselves 
thoroughly until the medley was called at 2.30 a.m.''202 
The town-country dichotomy is a constant companion of social differentiation. In the north-west where one 
would have expected that isolation itself generally created a more homogeneous group, one found examples of 
clear definitions of social stratification: 
At the AGM of the CWA the reasons for women in provincial towns not joining the CWA were given -
they were not really country women. Generally they will drop this objection when they are made to 
realise that the country town is an essential part of the country and that because conditions may be 
easier in the town, there is no reason why the women living away from it should not have the support of 
those in the easier circumstances. 
This was part of an inquiry exploring reasons for lack of growth of the organisation to full potential, but further 
discussion brought in an underlying power-base issue in which it was alleged that "tofts" controlled the CWA. 203 
Camaraderie was an integral part of outback philosophy, with generosity being evident in the financial sector. 
"During the rail strike in Winton one baker found his supply of flour running short, but his rival who was better 
provided, came to the rescue and, with commendable generosity, loaned him a ton of the commodity, and this 
sportsmanlike action allowed him to carry on until Thursday. The baker who loaned the flour baked his last 
batch on Saturday."204 
The parochialism of small communities was acknowledged in racing circles in the choosing of Stipendiary 
Stewards: "one of the main points against local stewards is that any man acting as such is placed in a very 
unenviable position no matter how honest he is. At any time he may be asked to judge and pass sentence on a 
valid friend or customer and then he has to decide on the question of duty versus personal interests." This facet 
was particularly important in testing the impartiality of magistrates and juries in small communities. 205 
Cynicism about political motives and political outcomes is inherent in much of the pre-election discussion. While 
half the State was in flood and the other half in drought in 1929, a cryptic message said "one would not be a bit 
surprised to hear some of our great orators tell us that if returned they will see that the rain is more evenly 
distributed in future."206 
In the mid-War years, people generally were very concerned about fascism following the birth of Nazism in 
Germany. The Great Depression made people query the foundations of the capitalist system and socialism was 
mooted, in some quarters, as a viable alternative. In towns such as Winton and Mount lsa where there was a 
large contingent of Labor voters (shearers and miners), an address by Jean Devanney, a well known novelist 
and lecturer, drew enthusiastic crowds. In Winton she lectured on War and Fascism and Russia to 200 people,207 
and in Mount lsa a large crowd of 600 people readily endorsed the speaker's proposals for a local anti-war 
movement.208 The formation of an Anti-War League in Winton raised concerns amongst the Councillors about 
suspicions of disloyalty, disruption of the British Empire and the practice of communism.209 
Youths were just as inclined to mischief seventy years ago as they are today, throwing stones on iron roofs and 
breaking windows of empty houses. Bathing sheds at Winton were to be removed by the Council if they continued 
to be damaged.210 At Kynuna the serious implications of vandalism were recognised; at the bore a plate had 
been taken off the pump and by the time it was discovered the supply tank was half empty, so the town could 
have been without water.211 
Children revealed so much of the daily grind in the much loved "Childrens Corner" of the Register. The following 
precis of the submission from Gladys Beauchamp at Stockport Selection, via Boulia, details the constancy, 
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regimen and tedium of country living. 
I can do all the things you mentioned in the "Corner'', in fact I do alii can to please my mother. I get up 
in the morning before sunrise to feed and water the fowls. Then I help feed the pet calves. After I have 
a wash and clean my teeth I also do my hair, it is time for breakfast. When breakfast is over I help wash 
up and milk the goats. When this is done I have my bath and it is time for lessons. After lessons are 
over, I make the salads for lunch. Lunch over I help wash up, then we have lessons again. When 
lessons are done I have my "smoko", then it is time to prepare the food for the fowls' evening meal. 
After watering and feeding the fowls I get pine and wood for the morning fire. Then I help get the cow 
and yard the goats. After having my wash and again attending my hair and teeth, it is time for dinner. 
When this meal is over I help clear the table and wash up again. I also help with the washing and 
ironing and I always darn my own stockings. Our lessons take up a lot of our mother's time, so we 
children have to do our share towards helping, otherwise mother would not have much time to attend 
to our education.212 
The poignancy of family life and routine is beautifully encapsulated in the following letters written by children. 
I do not like getting up early in the morning and we cannot have so much swimming. I am attending 
school at Urandangie at present and stay in town from Monday till Friday. My parents come for me on 
Friday afternoon and bring me back on Monday morning. Since the cold weather has set in, we walk 
to town on Sunday afternoons. The distance is 8 miles.213 
Last month Mr and Mrs Martin with their 3 children came all the way down from Victoria River Downs 
and spent a couple of weeks with us. We children did have a good time together. V R D is about 800 
miles from here and although Mr. Martin returned home by car in 3 days, it took one whole month to get 
a letter from Jim which he wrote when he went back.214 
I am 18 years old and have 3 brothers and 2 sisters. My brothers, sisters and I all ride horses and 
break in. My sister and I are milking 21 cows. I would like a girl pen friend.215 
I am 11 years of age. There are not many little girls, my age about here. The nearest is about 50 miles 
away and I do not see her very often. There are a lot of wild pigs about here. We often catch some of 
the little ones, put them in the sty and feed them on milk until they are fit enough to eat. My brothers 
have great times playing in the river and sometimes I wish I was a boy so that I could go with them. 
There are a lot of pretty birds about here and plenty of wallabies.216 
I have been on holidays in Cloncurry for about 6 weeks but I am pleased to be home. There were 4 of 
us in the car. We started at 10 a.m., reached Old Rochedale Station remains at 1.00. The men 
prepared to boil a billy while they had lunch. We travelled till 5.00, reached Duchess, had a cool drink 
at one of the Stores and then continued. We pulled up at ''the Gorge" and had supper. We arrived here 
at 9.00- 200 miles.217 
There was a circus here some time back, there were 3 elephants and I had a ride on them. I have two 
brothers and a sister in the orchestra - one plays the trumpet, another the saxophone and the trombone, 
my sister plays the drums.218 
There is a pretty creek in front of our place and sometimes my sister and I go down fishing. There are 
19 buildings at Lammermoor. I have a garden and I hope the grass hoppers will not destroy it.219 
Last year 1 was droving for 15 weeks with my father. I rode right into Mungana with a thousand head of 
mixed cattle. On our way down we chased pigs and crocodiles and I enjoyed the fun. We left in August 
and returned in the middle of December. 220 
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There is a swimming pool here and I go swimming there every evening. The diving board broke a few 
days ago so now we are diving off a tree jutting over the pool. My ambition is to become a ballerina, 
my mother teaches me dancing.221 
1 have 21 pen friends, including some in Canada. I have been doing a lot of reading and needlework 
lately as they are my favourite past-times.222 
I am 12 years of age. I have 7 brothers and 5 sisters.223 
It was realised by the CWA that women and children would benefit from a seaside holiday, so members began 
raising money to build cottages in Townsville where women could stay free of charge. The Queensland 
Government made a grant to the Northern Division of the CWA of a large block of land at Kissing Point on which 
to build the cottages. The CWA then pressured the Government to provide a free railway pass for each woman 
and her children to the coast once a year, to ensure maximum use of the venue.224 A general committee later 
passed a motion that a small rental was to be made for the CWA huts since some felt it was charity to live in them 
free of rent; those unable to afford the rent would be accommodated without charge.225 
Respite from the harsh outback conditions was considered essential: women and children availed themselves 
of these cheap excursion fares to the coast and Magnetic Island was a favourite holiday venue. Some were 
fortunate enough to have protracted holidays, Mr. and Mrs. J. Dryborough of Bonnie Downs, Hughenden, having 
fifteen months visiting the Old Country travelling by way of the Panama Canal.226 Undoubtedly the lengthy 
holidays in the south doubled as buying and business expeditions for those on the land. Some seldom got the 
opportunity to get away, so a month's holiday for Mrs. Lewis from Camooweal was applauded,227 yet there was 
sometimes envy expressed towards those with the money and the time who travelled to the coast. 228 
Reverence for those who had made the supreme sacrifice was accorded on Anzac Day. Communities competed 
with each other in expressions of fervour: "The spirit of patriotism which has always been an outstanding feature 
in this little town on the outskirts of the Empire, was evidenced by the action of the whole of the business people 
of the town, with one accord, keeping their premises closed throughout the day. "229 Their financial sacrifice was 
a show of respect for those who had given their all. In 1930 the celebration in Cloncurry was deemed the 
"greatest ever held in Cloncurry. "230 By 1935 in Boulia, although the day was observed with due solemnity with 
flags at half mast and hotels and stores closed for the day, criticism was levelled at the disappointing attendance 
of the general public. Those especially castigated were "quite a number of men who had 'window tickets' and 
looked through from the verandah. •231 
Public expression of gratitude to those who rendered assistance during a typhoid epidemic in Cloncurry in 1929 
shows clearly that people were categorised according to profession, gender and race: "Helpers were from all 
different stations of life - lawyers, chemists, airrr,en, railwaymen, government officials, barbers, book-makers, 
commercial agents, copper gougers and the good workers of the fair sex, headed by members of the CWA. Two 
old Aboriginals, these two old sons of the soil seem to have caught the spirit of their white brothers, and toiled 
quietly and willingly, cleaning, sweeping, carrying water and doing laundry work."232 
Nascent mining communities had little time to establish pecking orders so they exhibited a greater sense of 
egalitarianism than pastoral communities. The discriminating component would appear to be the sense of 
ownership and wealth which gave power and status to groups and individuals. While the underlying structure 
between mining and patoral townships diverged, their commonality was in the support which women gave 
selflessly to their encompassing community. As Mount I sa grew, the position of the Company moulded a different 
society in which the community was quick to recognise their corporate benefactor. 
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Education in the north-west could not be taken for granted due to the nature of the terrain, the seasonal tropical 
wets and regular droughts, and the inability of some parents in isolated circumstances to instruct their children 
sufficiently. Education literature abounds with references to the difficulties pupils encountered in gaining what 
was available in the more closely settled areas. While environmental factors such as whiteants and water 
shortage plagued the effective running of schools, they were an important detection point for wider health issues 
such as blight. Contentious issues involving the community revolved around discipline which reflected the power 
struggle between lay persons and the public servants in the small towns. Teachers reported extensively on 
accommodation hassles and records show the initiative and self-reliance which was expected of teachers. 
Through the parliamentary papers, the reigning philosophy of education obtrudes sufficiently for one to appreciate 
that our contemporary generation is not the sole repositor of liberal concepts. Inspectors' reports exhibited 
enlightened attitudes towards education; truisms such as the following bear this out: ''The dominant figure in 
most classrooms is the teacher and it should be the child."233 In gender equity issues, the disparities between 
male and female wages were inscribed in the public service award structure but various arguments were put 
forward in defence of the status quo. While one Member maintained in Parliament in 1902 that female teachers' 
salaries were inadequate because the cost of living for females was higher since men could rough it, another 
interjected that some of the females could make "good catches" by going there.234 Despite the mammoth job 
of single teachers half of whom were "unclassified" in 1927, Inspectors still noted a lack of reading on the part of 
teachers to keep abreast of new ideas. 
Macro social and economic issues resound through parliamentary records and it is possible to trace pervading 
cultural concerns in each time period through this medium. The impact of the war was discussed at length in this 
resource and the effects were noted as severe on outback children: mail services were seriously interrupted 
through restricted carrying runs, governesses were absorbed into various branches of the war services, and the 
shortage of specific items such as tyres, as well as petrol rationing, all militated against effective education.235 
Post-war education philosophy focussed on personal development, balance and freedom: "If the human being 
is to develop a well-balanced personality and have a chance of true happiness, then the intellectual, affective, 
and active sides of his make-up must all be fully developed and freely exercised."236 
Economic factors and the industrial base of the region also dramatically contoured the progress of education in 
the north-west. The ebb and flow of schools was frequently determined by international metal prices, and 
smaller communities were apt to disappear but yet re-establish within a few weeks. Furniture, buildings and 
people were part of a mobile mosaic as the government tried to rationalise equipment and keep costs down to 
a minimum. Living conditions therefore had to be of a temporary nature. The following pattern of school 
operations, tabled in Parliamentary Paper reports, exemplifies the trend: 
Schools Closed Schools Opened 
1924 Mt. Cuthbert 1926 Wills River 
1926 Ballara 1926 Ballara 
1927 Wills River 1927 Mt lsa Prov. 
Maxwelton Dajarra Prov. 
Mt Cobalt 1928 Maxwelton 
1933 Burket own 1933 Burketown 
Kynuna lsa Mines 
1938 Mt lsa - Sec. 
1939 Dobbyn 1939 Mt lsa - new wing 
Selwyn lsa Mines - residence 
MacKinlay - new school building 
Dajarra - additions 
1942 55 small schools 
The magnetic pull of Mount lsa is seen above, as is the important influence of Mount lsa Mines, in the establishment 
of a government school on their lease. Despite repeated submissions for alleviation of the crowding situation at 
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the Town State School, state authorities were sceptical about allocating funds to a field which still had not proven 
permanent or stable. The Mount I sa Progress Association appealed, "The present heat of our climate makes it 
more imperative to give the children more room than perhaps in many other centres in Queensland."237 Desks 
and forms were improvised with long boards nailed onto petrol cases. In the ensuing year the problem was 
again enunciated: "these hot days there are children everywhere - in the rooms, on the verandahs and under 
the school. [T here are] improvised desks and pupils had to alternate for use at the desks, doing oral work where 
there were no desks. •238 
• •  ' -
Children from the Town School, Mount lsa, fighting the flies in 1930. (Arthur Vise) 
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Overcrowding at the Town School, Mount lsa, where children worked on boxes. (Arthur Vise) 
Teachers afternoon tea 3.45 p.m., Mount lsa. (Arthur Vise) 
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Classes would have been large but the foregoing photograph of teachers at the Town School having afternoon 
tea in 1930 shows the dress and demeanour of staff at the end of the day. They appear tired but not without 
dignity. 
Constant petitioning about provision of school facilities, combined with the inconvenience of chiiQ(en travelling 
over to the Townside, undoubtedly provoked Mount lsa Mines Limited to seek the establishment of a school on 
Mineside. Notwithstanding the excessive stress on the facilities of the Central School, this action caused disquiet 
amongst the Townside people as it would seemingly heighten the inequity between the two parts of the town.239 
Perhaps also implicit in the reaction was the knowledge that Company support might not then be so readily 
available for Townside facilities, should the Mineside school receive approval. 
Whiteants were a constant incursion, and during the wet season when buildings were vacant and therefore 
changes went undetected, they effected their greatest menace. Closets were especially vulnerable and it was 
recommended that they should be built from galvanised iron, and placed on a concrete base. Some records 
evince a certain humor in their phrasing: "I have the honour to report that white ants have destroyed some of the 
timber for the screens of the three closets at the Mount I sa State school. "24° Correspondence from Mal bon 
adverts to birds polluting the water tanks, and the necessity of erecting fly proof cabinets over cesspits. 
Water is the lifeline of human existence in the outback and this also applied to schools where there was a price 
to be paid for this precious commodity. Enrolments at Mount lsa grew quickly, placing exceptional pressure on 
all school facilities. In 1931 it was stated that five 1,000 gallon tanks were totally inadequate to supply a school 
which averaged 300 daily.241 Agitation for a better water supply ensued for three years, the danger of lead 
poisoning compounding concerns.242 Bowing to pressure, Mount lsa Mines agreed to sink a bore to provide 
water for the school in November 1933, but amended their offer to the supply of water for the Shire Council at 
1/- per thousand gallons.243 This price was considerably below the 3/- per hundred gallons cited in 1931 by 
Cyclone Grey, a carrier244 and below the 4/- to 5/- per 100 gallons generally charged,245 so it was a generous 
offer. 
Flying in the face of the constraints of the natural desert terrain, Arbor Day was paradoxically celebrated with 
great energy. The garden and lawn at Kajabbi were commended as "fine indeed" in 193g246 and Dajarra 
School was defined as a veritable oasis in the wilderness in 1941.247 Records show the same teacher was 
responsible in both cases for achieving the above feats. This same teacher, however, created a furore at 
Dajarra where there was an ongoing saga about his cruel discipline. One wonders if the single-mindedness of 
this man who triumphed over nature may have been applied with the same enthusiasm to his charges. 
Schools were a focal point for the recognition and reporting of blight and educators accessed assistance for 
those so afflicted. Fine wire gauze screens were installed to keep the flies away and subsequently blight figures 
decreased. In 1934-5, at the height of the drought, Blight Returns indicated the percentage of children in 
western schools who had the disease was around 20%.248 Mount lsa schools requested an Opthalmic Grant 
owing to the large number of children who suffered from sore eyes and blight but since there was a hospital in 
the town, it was refused. The CWA was instrumental in assisting transferees with money and support en route to 
their southern destination, the Wilson Opthalmic Home.249 
Special cases detail the difficult situation of individuals whose children were affected. "In my opinion it appears 
useless sending this boy to school as it appears impossible to teach him. I consider he should have medical 
treatment as Dajarra is no doubt in the fly infested area and with the summer coming on his eyes will get bad 
again, when his eyes will be a source of infection to the eyes of other children at Dajarra but also to the resident 
of Dajarra. Mrs. H (mother) is employed as Charwoman at Dajarra by the Railway Department and is also 
assisted by her two sons who are in employment, otherwise she is in poor circumstances unable to afford 
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medical attention to her son's eyes."25o 
Further health facilities were provided for school children. Travelling school dentists must have faced many of 
the challenges of itinerant teachers. 
Caravan of travelling school dentist, Mount lsa 1931. (Arthur Vise) 
Education records are punctuated by comments about teachers' accommodation. While living conditions were 
admittedly basic, other public servants tolerated similar conditions and many itinerant individuals and families in 
mining and pastoral communities lived in far more stringent circumstances. Nevertheless, correspondence is 
replete with comparative costs of accommodation, and descriptions of the architecture of optional boarding 
houses; these early teachers give us a rich detail of living conditions in places such as Mount I sa. 
In 1926 a request was made for a verandah at the Mount I sa residence since it was deemed impossible to sleep 
inside, and the teacher risked being "wet by passing storms" when he pulled his bed outside on the grounds.251 
Further issues concerned the absence of bathing facilities and the need for a bath having to be taken in the open 
after dark - an unpleasant experience on cold winter nights.252 By 1935, the following details were available: 
The building (single mens quarters) consists of one room 22' x 1 0'6" constructed of weather boards, 
ceiled but not lined or painted internally, with a verandah 14' x 8' and a bathroom 8' x 8' under the same 
roof as the verandah. Inside the weather boards are water marked and the ledges harbour dust which 
is dislodged during the strong winds. Except for a small table which had to be repaired and a chair 
made from pieces found stored here, the room is unfurnished.253 
In order to fulfil the strong need for decent boarding facilities, the Council requested in 1934 that all boarding 
houses be brought into line with their by-laws. A letter by teacher Hans Christenson in the following year was 
explicit in its denunciation of the standard of accommodation. His categorisation of the available acommodation 
includes comments such as the following: "The furniture consisted of a stretcher (with bedding), a very small 
table, a wash basin, a petrol case and a petrol tin to hold water. For the greatest part of the day and evening this 
room was a furnace." "A rougher element board here." Three specific photographs are accompanied by graphic 
descriptions. 
250 Letter from w.E. Lynam Cloncurry District, Duchess Police Station to the Sub Inspector of Police, Dajarra 18 August, 1932 re a boy names 
Cecil William McGregor 
251 Letter from J.B. Wadley 27 September 1926 to Dir Ed., EDU/Z 1905 Mount I sa 1087 1924-1967, QSA 
252 Letter from John Cristian Skene, teacher, to the Under Sec. Dept Pub lnstr. 2 March 1926, EDU/Z 1905 Mount I sa 1087 1924-1967, QSA 
253 Letter from Hans Christenson to Dir Ed 19 Nov. 1935 re accommodation, EDU/Z 1905 Mount lsa 1087 1924-1967, OSA 
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Boarding house, Mount lsa, 1935. (John Oxley Library) 
Details of the above accommodation include the following information: It will be noted that an outhouse adjoins 
one end room and that at the other end two outhouses are within a few feet of the room. Stretchers are 
practically the only articles of furniture supplied. Behind this structure is another similarly designed structure of 
bags and iron. Another building, the dining room, is built of bush and sawn timber and corrugated iron. Not one 
of the buildings is lined and it was only recently that the dining room has been gauzed. This boarding house 
accommodates from 30 to 40 and now the number is at least 60. In 1933 the bathroom was at least 50 yards 
from the hut. It was constructed of scraps of iron, had an earthen floor and no roof. The bucket type shower was 
suspended from a tree. 
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"Another boarding house, Mount lsa, 1935. One of several boarding houses of this type, this being perhaps 
the worst. Boarding here is 27/6 per week. The building material includes boughs, bags and iron from 
several kinds of drums." (John Oxley Library) 
"About 50% of the dwellings in Mount lsa belong to this class. They consist of a conglomeration of boughs, 
bags and iron from various kinds of drums." 1935 (John Oxley Library) 
Christenson was meticulous in his rendering of the cost of Mount I sa living. "I procure my meals at the Argent 
Hotel which is accepted as the best. In quality the food is poor. Owing to the distance of the hotel from the 
school I am forced to have only 16 meals per week there and for this the charge is £1/5/-. [The residence was 
merely 3 short blocks from the hotel.] For the remaining 5 meals during the mid-day recess from Monday to 
Friday 1 must manage as best I can. Considering the low standard maintained, accommodation at the two hotels 
is expensive. At one the tariff is £3/3/- for the coffee room and £2 for the dining room; at the other £2/1 0/- and £2. 
The rooms are iron. As in 1933 these hotels will not take more permanent boarders ... in the dining 
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rooms, one must be prepared to tolerate the inebriates."254 Despite his admonitions, little improvement in 
conditions occurred in the following years.255 
The three main modes of educational instruction included: itinerant teaching, correspondence learning and 
regular schooling. ltinerancy, a lack of stimulation due to isolation, and other factors impacted on the academic 
proficiency of school students which was reported as 5-10% lower than the coastal area in 1926, 36% of 117 
schools inspected being below a reasonable standard of proficiency.256 Practices such as grouping students 
together without regard to their intellectual ability, and subsequent inhibiting of progress of brighter students, 
were deplored.257 In contrast, the success of correspondence classes was applauded. Six thousand pupils 
were enrolled in Primary Correspondence in 1940 and they followed a similar curriculum to regular school.258 
One student detailed her extra-curricular instruction in her letter to the Children's Corner of the Register. 
I am attending the state school here and will be 12 years of age on 28th April. .. Our teacher gives me 
music lessons twice a week on the piano. We have lately formed the Kynuna School Club. Our 
teacher is the Patron of the Club and assists us as much as possible. Every Friday evening we hold a 
committee meeting, when all members are present and great interest is taken in the proposals for the 
benefit of our club. At 7.00 we have games, cards, dancing and tricks of all sorts. You will see we have 
a good deal of fun in our own little way. 259 
Itinerant teachers filled a vital need for those who lived in isolated circumstances. While teachers made the 
circuit of their district four times a year, pupils progressed at rates commensurate with those on correspondence. 260 
Several teachers recognised the duress under which parents struggled to instruct their children. "Many parents 
have so much to do in their household duties that one wonders how they can spare the time to give their children 
any lessons." They paid tribute to the children as there was little regularity about their school time and their 
lessons were by necessity dull and uninteresting. It was noted that station personnel such as book-keepers and 
overseers assisted the children of housekeepers.261 
The following letter from Jeremiah O'Sullivan shows an appreciation of the trials of country children whose 
visions were, of necessity, tunnel-visioned and often devoid of the positive influence of a pervading academic 
environment. His insights also highlighted the problem of adult illiteracy. 
A teacher has to consider when he is examining the children, that they are not at their best; some 
parents terrify their children by threatening to tell the teacher when he comes of some little misdeed, 
this causes his visit to be dreaded, and even if they know their lessons, their results are not as good as 
those of the child who respects his teacher but does not fear him. I find the children very well behaved, 
disobedience and insolence are scarcely ever met with. 
The teacher has to deal with real raw material with nothing to elevate their minds above horses and 
cattle or prospecting, and no ambition to broaden it further. In my travels I meet with a great many 
young men who are unable to read or write, I think it would be a good idea to give teachers some 
encouragement to instruct these. 
I did not meet with any sensational experiences during the year, excepting some nasty spills from my 
motor cycle resulting in my being covered with new skin. I have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient 
servant. 262 
Itinerant teachers were by definition versatile, adaptable and accountable. The transport modes followed by 
Jeremiah O'Sullivan, the Itinerant Teacher at Normanton in 1914, bear testimony to the varied lifestyle these 
instructors led (distances in miles): 1 ,290 buggy; 416 horseback; 360 steamer; 1, 754 railway; 1 ,893 motorcycle. 
He stated that through the use of side cars for transporting his belongings, the tyres wore out sooner than they 
should have. 
254 Letter from Hans Chnstenson to Dir Ed 19 Nov. 1935 re accommodation, EDU/Z 1905 Mount lsa 1087 1924-1967, QSA 255 Queesland Parliamentarv Papers 1937 
256 EDU/A 737-740 Departmental- Annual Reports 1939-1941, QSA 
257 Queensland Parliamentary Papers 1927, p.820 
258 Queensland Parliamentary Papers 1940, p.631 
259 NOR 24.8.1929 from Ellen Absolon, Hulbert Street, Kynuna 
260 Queensland Parliamentary Papers 1928, p.763 
261 Letter from Jeremiah Joseph O'Sullivan Itinerant Teacher Normanton 18 December, 1914, EDUIZ2073 Normanton No. 360 1882-1907, QSA 
262 Letter from Jeremiah Joseph O'Sullivan Itinerant Teacher Normanton 18 December, 1914, EDUIZ2073 Normanton No. 360 1882-1907, QSA 
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They were expected to maximise their instruction time, regardless of distances covered, and to maintain their 
own vehicle. Donald McKenzie from Winton reported that he taught an average of 4.25 days per week, although 
he was in one of the most scattered districts in the state. The frustration about time wasted in waiting for 
approval of mechanical repairs, is evident in his request for guidance as to the proper procedure for future 
expenses: 
(1) August 1920 just as I arrived in Longreach from lsisford with Inspector McKenna, the drive pinion 
gave way, so that the car had to be pushed into a shed. Was I expected to take down the differential 
and repair it myself or take it to a garage nearby? 
(2) I arrived in Winton requiring benzine and oil. Should I wait for authority to purchase? 
(3) April 9th, 1921, near Min Min Hotel, a hundred and seventy miles west of Winton, the chassis broke 
owing to the almost impassable state of the roads. At the hotel, among the remains of an old car was 
the piece of chassis which had broken. To substitute meant the total dismantling of both cars. I might 
mention that but for the King Dick Spanner, the chisel, and saw blades, previously mentioned as 
purchased I would probably be there yet. 
(4) Should I travel as soon as possible after rain, before the roads become properly hardened. I have 
always travelled as soon as possible but much more benzine is used as the roads are soft. 
(5) Does the Department want the car cost kept down at the expense of days lost from teaching?263 
Whether World War I or the Great Depression had softened community attitudes towards corporal punishment 
is speculative. The strong messages that come through parliamentary papers for moderate enforcement 
procedures is interesting. Inspectors constantly exhorted staff towards fair discipline, as is shown below: 
It is gratifying to report that no case of undue severity came under my notice during the year. A head 
teacher, addicted to the inordinate use of the cane, is a menace to the community, firstly, because his 
subordinate teachers imitate his cruelty and, ignorant of the harm they are doing, spread the rule of 
fear throughout the land; and secondly, because his pupils are prevented by his coercive and repressive 
measured from enjoying the happiness of school life.264 
By 1933 some teachers were still adjured to decrease their strict corporal punishment code. One teacher 
attributed the incorrigibility of his pupil to the absence of paternal restraint, a problem purportedly compounded 
by the rough environment.265 
Discipline was an important ingredient of contemporary societal mores but teachers were quickly stripped of 
their accorded status if they were excessive in their discipline policy. Extraordinary discipline measures created 
an ideal scenario for a power play between those representing the humanitarian needs of the children and the 
teacher. Altercations occurred in small communities where Head Teachers who represented authority were in 
the invidious situation of having to take the brunt of criticism by some individuals. One teacher from Boulia wrote 
extensively about his contact with a disagreeable parent, tracing her aggrievement to his refusal to tender his 
washing to her on his arrival in the town. He maintained she had fallen out with the CWA, the Hospital Committee 
and now "the only field of social endeavour now left to Mrs. J is the school."266 
One specific lengthy saga of dialogue about a teacher at Dajarra brings the power syndrome closely into focus. 
Zillman had been at Kajabbi for seven years before going to Dajarra in 1941. Here he was described as a "pro 
German bloody mongrel who used Gestapo methods with the children, beating them over the backs of the 
hands on those delicate sinews and then the muscles of the calves of the legs so one boy had a weal mark on 
his belly 4 or 5 days." 267 To exonerate himself, he had the children copy down a declaration of satisfaction with 
his teaching and asked them to get their parents to sign it. The Acting District Inspector of School reported 19 
out of 21 parents who signed the declaration said he was not severe in his punishment.268 Rossington, however, 
wrote to the Minister for Education that the results were a flagrant use of white washing since most of the half 
263 Letter from Donald Ellis McKenzie, District School Winton. 14 March 1921, OSA 264 Queensland Parliamentary Papers 1925, p.816 
265 Letter from Hans Christensen 15 July 1933 to the Dir Ed , EDU/Z 1905 Mount lsa 1087 1924-1967, OSA 266 EDU/Z 1905 Mount lsa 1087 1924-1967; Boulia Ed Dept File No 595, EDU/Z 282 From E.L. Scaleni, Head Teacher of State School, 
Boulia 26 November 1934, QSA 267 Letter from J.B. Rossington, October 1944, EDU/Z726 Dajarra Correspondence No. 1670 1920-1961, QSA 268 Letter from Albert Victor Hendy Acting District Inspector of Schools Townsville West 15.6.1946, EDU/Z726 Dajarra Correspondence No. 
16701920-1961, QSA 
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caste mothers signed because the white women's names had been read to them.269 One detractor, Lil 
Fitzsimmons railed against Zillman's treatment of the children, yet she was officially deemed a trouble maker, 
while the chief complainant, J.B. Rossington was more closely scrutinized: 
78 years of age Rossington lived in a small dwelling close to the habitation of several half caste families 
regarded by him as being especially under his protection. He was dwelling with numerous coloured 
children, many of whom were subject to little or no paternal control, as their fathers worked on outlying 
stations which takes them away from home for long periods. The inquiry noted the outstanding work 
achieved by Zillman in raising the cultural standard of the children through the establishment of what 
was the finest school garden in the inspectorial district, the cultivation of a test for reading, and the 
introduction to the pupils of a wide range of suitable vocal and instrumental music. It was considered 
that an official reprimand would serve to remind Mr. Zillman of the limit within which his powers might 
be exercised and prevent a repetition of his offences.270 
Real life drama intruded into the otherwise static education reports, giving us a unique insight into the plight of 
some lower class families who otherwise left little record of their distress to posterity. 
While our two oldest sons were in prison waiting trial 5 months (our 2 sons are sole support of their 
father- invalid, mother, little sister, theirselves) I was compelled to go to a garbage dump and pick up 
refuse food their to feed my wife child and I. Police gave us a week ration ticket on December 24, 1931, 
next week's ration ticket on February 23, 1932, one week's ration had to do us 2 months. I went a 
number of times to police station for rations and most times police abused me, refused me rations. 
Police kept coming to our camp armed with shotgun, revolver and a large savage dog not under 
control. 
I ask your protection and that my child Pearl Perrin be entered for Correspondence Education so that 
she can be taught at home and not be made to go to school compulsory. Please oblige and protect us 
from police, etc. My 2 sons had been working for Mount lsa Mines. They are entitled to sustenance 
payment, I beg your assistance to get sustenance payments in lump sum.271 
The Head Teacher responded that Perrin had reported and sued the Police, reported the Station Master, and 
now wanted to try the other Government official, the School Master.272 
Individuals in the community shouldered the responsibility of badgering for proper facilities and a greater degree 
of equity for north-west children vis-a-vis their city counterparts. One champion of the outback cause was 
Matron Bearfield of the Camooweal Hospital. She was vocal in maintaining that the children were severely 
disadvantaged "living out here. If a reporter from Truth or Smiths Weekly came here they could fill up a paper 
on the conditions of living in Camooweal and it would open the eyes of many people living in the coastal towns." 
She insisted they should be given free railway passes and holidays at the beach in compensation, especially 
since they had no opportunity to learn trades or domestic work. Her comments on the Head Teacher in April 
were constrained - "I do think that one year, with his disposition, at any school, by himself, should be enough for 
any children."273 
By August, her attitude was far more strident and reflected a real commitment to her community: 
Dear Sir, There is much in the papers these days on increased educational opportunities - where is it 
to be expended on? These outback schools? I guess NOT. The educational department hardly 
realises they exist. These children are penalised in many ways and although the people out here work 
harder than the people near the coast, and have to pay their taxes, they get a very poor return. They 
have to live in unlined corrugated iron buildings - ground floors and no verandahs. There are no parks, 
gardens, hills or trees to climb and NO playgrounds. Then to top it all you send out a war-wrecked 
teacher. He might be clever and have been a good teacher and probably is with older children. He has 
269 letter from John B. Rossington to the Min. Ed. Parliament House, Dajarra 7/6/1946, EDU/Z 726 Dajarra Correspondence No. 1670 1920-
1967, QSA 
270 Report of the Inquiry held about complaints by Mr. J.B. Rossington 22 November 1944, EDU/Z 726 Dajarra Correspondence No. 1670 1920-1967, QSA 
271 letter from R.H. Perrin to Min. Ed 8/5/1938, Duchess, EDU/Z 726, QSA 
272 Report by Frank Miller HT to Dir. Ed 19/9/1932, Duchess, EDUIZ 726, QSA 
273 letter from J. Bearfield, Camooweal 19.4.1945 to Mr. larcombe MLA from the Camooweal Hospital, EDU/Z483 Camooweal No.714 Correspondence 1893-1967, QSA 
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great ideas but he is erratic and has very little patience. He should not be left in these outback schools 
by himself. The children are divided into 3 classes. 6 or 7 doing 4th and 5th grade work. Then the rest 
are in grade 2 or preparatory. I understand from the children themselves that they correct each other's 
work and teach the lower ones. I am not saying that the school master can teach all at one time but 
where is the grounding of education that I have always understood was necessary. There should be 
special teachers for the lower grades, no matter how small the school is. You give special teachers for 
these y ounger children in the bigger towns. 
I am only an old maid, but I am heart and soul for these brainy children who are too poor to prove what 
is in them. Matron.274 
The official reply must have infuriated her and convinced her that her appeals to the bureaucracy for equity were 
in vain: ''The school is well governed. Parades are orderly and the flag is saluted daily at the morning assembly. 
The children are obedient, well mannered, industrious, keen and responsible, evincing a worthy pride in their 
school."275 
Just as north-westerners had to work overtime to convince their city administrators that conditions were tough, 
there was a genuine community commitment by individuals, committees and groups to ensure that the children 
were not disadvantaged by living in a remote area. The strong role-modelling which flowed through from the 
unrelenting efforts of these individuals and groups, more than outweighed any academic shortcomings students 
experienced in their school education. 
274 Letter from F. Bearfield to Minister for Ed. 24, August, 1945, EDU/Z483 Camooweal No.714 Correspondence 1893-1967, QSA 
275 Report on Mr. Carter (55 years) Head Teacher by District Inspector July 1944, EDU/Z483 Camooweal No.714 Correspondence 1893-
1987, QSA 
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HEALTH 
The presence of women and children in a community was interpreted as a measure of European civilisation. In 
remote areas, their softening influence was welcomed and because of their scarcity, they were in the main 
treated like porcelain china. From the women's angle, the demands on their ingenuity, their physical and mental 
strength, and their self-sufficiency, were mammoth. Not only were they seen as the flagships of civilisation but 
they were deemed to bring with them the hallmarks of culture; education and health were fundamental 
characteristics of civilisation and women were expected to be proficient teachers and nurses, regardless of their 
background. Outback women have been the backbone of European settlement; their capacity to develop and 
maintain homes while contending with isolation, drought, and floods as well as innumerable personal challenges 
has been remarkable. 
To counter the problems of isolation, medical services were in the forefront of amenities fought for by the women 
of the outback. While they were called upon to deliver one another's children, tend the broken bones and 
severed flesh resulting from riding, shearing and other pastoral pursuits, the heartache which women endured 
with regard to the health and safety of their own children was paramount. The makeshift architecture of temporary 
and semi-permanent living quarters heightened the vulnerability of children in the north-west: corrugated iron 
homes accentuated the heat in summer and the cold in winter, effectively increasing the peaks and troughs of 
temperatures experienced by the young children. One February night in Cloncurry in 1936 a temperature of 
1 07°F was recorded, although readings were taken at the Post Office which was deemed a veritable ice chest 
compared with some of the dwellings.276 Young ones succumbed to heat apoplexy and pneumonia regularly; 
they drowned, died from gastro enteritis, typhoid, rheumatic fever, scarlet fever, poliomyelitis and other infantile 
ailments. 
Accidents often occurred both in the home and in the workplace. Sometimes they resulted from the home 
design (many fell from verandahs, sustained serious injury from splinters on the boarding, slipped on linoleum), 
from household utensils (scalding from cups of tea, using the copper, explosion of benzine irons and carbide 
lamps), from environmental hazards (walking into hot ashes, explosions from crackers, and injections of hedge 
thorns) and finally from occupational hazards (numerous windmill, horse and gun accidents). Mining accidents 
were accepted as part of the industry, yet the insidious presence of miners phthisis, through the use of dry 
blowing separations techniques, claimed many lives. 
Health facilities were an important piece of the moving mosaic of mining communities; as small mining towns 
passed on, the amenities also died. Many of the facilites were basic in the regional settlements but they improved 
reasonably quickly as is shown at Camooweal and Mount lsa. 
276 N.Q.B. 8.2.1936 Cloncurry 
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Tent Hospital in early Mount lsa. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
X. 
Mount lsa Hospital, 1930, X marking the hot water system, and Y the operating theatre. 
(Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
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Camooweal Hospital, 1918, with a nurse and the Matron on the verandah. (John Oxley Library) 
Boulia Hospital with morgue, 1909. (John Oxley Library) 
The fight to keep hospitals viable was recognised as the responsibility of the whole community and there was a 
constant fight for funds. Small groups in the towns organised benefit events such as bazaars, coin nights, or 
florin afternoons. 277 Community groups donated generously, and hospital race days were an important part of 
the social calendar. In sparsely populated centres, hospitals were, of necessity, continually "on the cadge" 
because there were so few to contribute; in such districts there was tacit recognition that the general public 
subscribe liberally to every function arranged on behalf of the hospital. 
Divisions arose within the communities about equitable contributions towards hospital upkeep; essentially, the 
battle lines were drawn between town and country, but within townships it was stated that those who used 
medical facilities were frequently not ratepayers. As well, those who could afford to support medical facilities 
were not doing so; "at Winton, of 599 rate payers, only 99 give 10/- and above to the hospita1."278 The institution 
of the Mines and Town Hospitals in Mount lsa deprived the Cloncurry Hospital of essential support, thus worsening 
277 �11.10.1926- Hughenden 
27811QB28.3.1931 
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their financial crisis. Employees had contributed 6d. a week from 1923 onwards which, assuming the Mines 
employment was 1 ,500, would have amounted to approximately £1,700 per annum.279 
Provision of facilities was the central issue in fund-raising ventures. "The women at the Mount lsa hospital 
worked under very primitive conditions but they were outstanding. The steriliser equipment consisted of kerosene 
open burners heating water in four gallon kero tins. The burners roared from 5 a.m. to 1 0 p.m. seven days a 
week."280 Nurses at Cloncurry requested that money left over from puchasing a buggy be utilised in procuring 
a plunge bath and heater for the headquarters bath room, 281 since lights for the buggy were donated and funds 
had been started for getting an X ray plant.282 There seemed to be a demonstration effect as other hospitals 
recorded similar installations. 
Cloncurry Hospital 1908 Queenslander 23.11.1908 "This picture was sold in aid of the hospital funds at the 
recent bazaar." (John Oxley Library) 
One way of accommodating decreased government support was to increase hospital charges, as the Boulia 
Hospital Matron announced in 1929: the charges for children were set at 4/6 a day; adults 9/-, and for mother 
with child not requiring medical attention 6/- per d3y.283 Simultaneously, salaries were re-examined in an effort 
to maintain solvency. Winton's Matron who was receiving above-award wages willingly forfeited the excess. 
The doctor was initially asked to reduce his £600 annual salary by £1 00 then by £200, since he had the right of 
private practice. Since his private practice had fallen off by 90%, however, a compromise reduction of £150 was 
reached on the understanding of its restoration when prosperous times returned.284 
As the drought worsened during the late 1920's, many residents were compelled to leave the district, the number 
of stock decreased markedly and concomitantly the capacity of pastoralists to pay reached a crisis point. 285 
Comparisons between a system of mandatory contributions versus the established voluntary system of station 
owners, was noted at Normanton. 286 The pastoralists contributed a levy based on the size of their property or 
the number of stock held; for instance the Kynuna station owners levied themselves to the extent of 10/- per 
1000 head of sheep, as their annual donation to the hospital.287 
279 NOR 1.11.1926 
280 Letter Malcom Carter - Mt I sa Township 6. 7.1931 - 13.3.1933 281 NOR 26.7.1926 
282 NOR 26.8.1926 283 NOR 11.2.1929 
284 NOR 11.10.1930 Winton 
285 NOR 4.5.1929 Burketown Notes, 22.11.1930 Cloncurry 
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Finally the concept of "districting" came into acceptance as a solution to the ongoing problem of solvency. 
"Districting" gave more financial responsibility to each location for the upkeep of its institution. This would 
evidently have impacted more severely on the graziers as the remarks from a meeting of subscribers in Normanton 
showed in 1926: "If this is sanctioned some of the station holders in the district will have another poultice to meet 
annually." Conservative suspicion of Union activity was temporarily suspended as members of the AWU were 
commended by the graziers for contributing a weekly sum towards the hospital. 288 
Dialogue about the concept of districting brought to the surface the town-country dichotomy as Councillor Katter 
said donations meant the townspeople contributed disproportionately but with districting, all would be taxed 
equally.289 It had been maintained for some years that the local hospital was a great tax on the business people 
of Cloncurry as they were called upon to assist every function held for its benefit while those who use it seem to 
get off scot free.290 
Besides the economic impost on graziers with regard to compulsory donation, there was also a philosophical 
basis for dissent. Liberal country people recoiled from the establishment of more fetters; Government 
regimentation during the War and Depression, and the establishment of state-owned properties, butcheries and 
the smelters at Chillagoe by Labor Government, had not endeared the government to those living in this remote 
area. Not only was it seen as depriving individuals of their legitimate choices, but individual livelihood was being 
supplanted by socialist failures. 
Rationalisation was seen as another answer to the upkeep problem, yet there was competition between towns 
to retain the basic facilities they had. Cloncurry Hospital requested support from Julia Creek to forestall districting, 
whereas Richmond Hospital required Julia Creek to contribute towards its confirmed districting; meanwhile 
Julia Creek sought the removal of the Kynuna Hospital to Julia Creek so it could be autonomous.291 
As the financial crisis deepened, crystallisation of strong regionalism occurred as attempts were made to 
amalgamate and centralise facilities. MacKinlay encapsulated this widespread indignation over moves to eliminate 
small town amenities and use Cloncurry as the base hospital: "Moreover the introduction of such a scheme 
would be a step towards centralisation whereas what the inland parts require is not centralisation but 
decentralisation if they are to be efficiently and economically served."292 Having worked with missionary zeal to 
establish Bush Nursing centres and then to gain a hospital, the smaller communities were understandably 
unwilling to relinquish them. 
The establishment of the Flying Doctor base at Cloncurry proved a windfall for country health, although competing 
loyalties emerged as the nascent Australian Medical Service cornered the donations of the pastoralists.293 
Flynn summed up the reasons for starting off in Cloncurry and the reception afforded him by the local populace: 
Cloncurry people never invited us to start there. We squatted. The welcome we received was a 
mixture; some thought it excellent and others thought that we were a plague almost as bad as the 
rabbits, because they thought we would bring the people of the North West into Cloncurry hospital and 
leave the local people to pay the penalty.294 
It was a normal practice for profits from the Golden Casket to be given to public hospitals, which were usually 
accepted gratefully. Funds were so scarce for the Aerial Medical Service that when Flynn was forced to return 
£1000 to the State Government because the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church objected to fund-raising 
through gambling, he was reluctant to return it.295 
Airstrips were a source of concern for Flying Doctors; they were commonly claypans, cleared paddocks or the 
main street of a town. At night, kerosene flares or the headlights of cars or trucks guided them in. Guidelines for 
the construction of a proper airstrip included a section on "How to Receive an Aircraft"- 'On the approach of the 
machine a smoke fire should be lit on or near the landing ground. This enables the aviator to judge the direction 
288 NOR 24.5.1926 289 NOR 29.6.1935 Cloncurry 290 NOR 1 .11.1930 Cloncurry 291 NOR 23.5.1931 Julia Creek 292 NOR 18.7.1936 
293 NOR 15.11.1930 Cloncurry . . . . . 294 Report by John Flynn to Conference of Representatives from vanous orgamsat1ons held 1n BMA rooms, Bnsbane 5 December 1935 4pp. 
Typescript; MS 3288/4/, NLA) in Vickers Biography p.25 295 Vickers Biography p.28 
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of the wind which is necessary for a good landing. See that the landing run is free from stock or any temporary 
obstructions and keep people from rushing across in front of the landing machine. Remember the landing 
speed is at the rate of 40 m.p.h.'296 
It was reported that "on one of the early flights Dr. Welch was called out to deliver the baby of an unmarried 
mother at a cattle station. The general idea was to have the baby delivered, the girl married to a somewhat 
unwilling bridegroom and the baby christened - all on the one day. Dr. Welch was asked to take with him the 
bridegroom and a minister to perform the wedding ceremony after the delivery in the girl's bedroom. The 
Minister at first objected and told Affleck that he had never come across a situation like this before. Affleck 
assured him that these things happen in the bush and he'd better get used to it."297 
Not only did north-west hospitals have to contend with diminution of funds but epidemics were also a heavy 
drain on the resources of local hospitals as they had to finance swabbing and innoculations. It ..yas maintained 
that "Since medical opinion, which formerly held that the chief cause of the spread of diseases entitled 'infectious' 
was bad sanitation and cleansing in local areas, now attributed these diseases almost wholly to carriers, the 
cost of treating patients suffering from infectious disease, carriers and suspects, should be a charge on Hospital 
Boards."298 
Staffing was a continual problem in western hospitals, more specifically with regard to doctors. The inordinate 
number of female doctors versus male doctors in this remote area is significant given the relatively small number 
of female graduates in medicine in that era. One could extrapolate that this skewed representation indicates 
two aspects: male doctors were able to secure positions in more closely settled areas and female doctors were 
willing to take up the gauntlet and occupy western positions rejected by male doctors. In 1905 a remarkable 
woman, Dr. Mabel Hungerford traversed the Boulia area on a camel, married a linesman and worked in the 
north-west for many years. Even as we enter the next century, it is equally as difficult to entice doctors to the 
outback. Is the onus of self-reliance, the absence of specialists for security referral, the lack of social amenities, 
or insufficient remuneration to compensate for what individuals feel is missing in the outback, at the base of this 
resistance? 
Solvency concerns impinged on the adminstrative harmony of hospitals and made the workload of nurses 
unduly heavy, but perhaps power plays operated in a Richmond saga in 1929. The Matron was sacked by the 
M.O., Dr. Walker, and subsequent inquiries were conducted by the Police Magistrate.299 Further nurses left the 
hospital in the November. Presumably the reinstatement of the Matron was to no avail as she again resigned in 
December. The next year, a committee meeting discussed the nurses, or "ministering angels" who had resigned 
without adequate notice and "left the hospital in the lurch."300 The need to have practical carers on staff even if 
they could not pass examinations was proposed, following the resignation of 18 nurses at Hughenden in 1931.301 
Similar trouble emerged in Cloncurry during this period so it is reasonable to assume that the economic malaise 
severely affected work relations. Within a month of unsettling rumors circulating about the impending resignation 
of probationaries, several unexpected resignations were tendered: the popular medical officer, Dr. Shepherdson, 
the Matron, two board members and a number of the nurses.302 Tribute was paid to the doctor for his unfailing 
work during the typhoid epidemic some years before. While admittedly financial shortfalls at Cloncurry would 
have been the pincers which produced mass resignations, oral records maintain that the presiding doctor who 
had been there since 1924 was exceptionally competent only when sober. John Flynn's comment to Dr. Isbister, 
an Australian Inland Mission ally in Sydney, may intimate the extra pressure under which the regular staff worked: 
"He was not a gentleman, his abilites were patchy; the townspeople were absolutely incapable of choosing, 
medically speaking."303 
Epidemics gripped small communities with a death-like grasp. Typhoid fever was first mentioned in Cloncurry 
papers in 1926 but newspapers showed only a slight incidence. In Richmond in 1926 an innoculation campaign 
was deemed unnecessary since there were normal climatic conditions without either the need to resort to the 
use of "indifferent water," and fresh milk was readily obtainable.304 Reasons for the dreaded typhoid were 
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desperately sought. A positive correlation between the seepage of cesspits into the water supply in Charters 
Towers and the outbreaks of typhoid in the 1880's must have influenced the general consensus of people in 
Cloncurry since much of the mining population there came from the Towers. Over Christmas 1928, widespread 
rumours about an infected water supply deterred country Christmas visitors from coming to town; despite 
assertion by the Government bacteriologist that the water was clear, they remained to be convinced. 305 T heir 
premonitions were not without foundation, however, as the following week the epidemic began. Vaccinations 
were quickly carried out in Kynuna, McKinlay, Gilliat, and Julia Creek. 
Dr. Welch, Chief Medical Officer from the Education Department spoke at the Constitutional Club, Brisbane, 
stressing that the plight of western children was under medical review. It was found they needed a holiday at the 
coast and there was a deficiency in diet not experienced on the coast. Since 1928, 141 had gone through 
Wilson's Opthalmic Home, of whom 112 were discharged; they stayed an average of 16-17 months. It was 
found that trachoma sufferers were associated with poorer classes of western children.306 Medical (Hospitals, 
Medical Inland Mission, Bush Nurses), educational (schools) and community groups (the CWA, ) interacted to 
ensure the safe journey of children to Brisbane for opthalmic treatment. Two boys aged 5 and 7 were sent from 
Mount lsa in 1935, the elder boy's condition being so serious that his non-removal from the west would have 
meant total blindness.307 
Lead poisoning was a concern in Mount I sa especially since the township was so close to the smelter. Disputation 
arose over a Company directive that lead-afflicted patients be examined for compensation claims by doctors 
employed by Mount lsa Mines Pty. Ltd. Medical fears about the overall safety of the town impelled some 
families to leave. 308 A report from the State Insurance Office with reference to lead poisoning in Mount lsa noted 
the following incidence: 
1933 - 14 1; 1934 - 34; 1935- 1.309 
Concern was expressed about the disparate health of children attending the Town and the Mines schools at 
Mount lsa, the following survey showing results by a visiting specialist: 
Towns ide 
Mineside 
No. examined 
124 
116 
Unsatisfactory weight 
Nutritional anaemia 
Percentage with 
(a) (b) (c) 
35 
19 
12 
4 
67 
89 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) Diets considered satisfactory310 
Although a more detailed account of female health is incorporated in the subsequent section on contraception 
and abortion, a brief survey of prevailing attitudes about contraception is important to see the maternal morbidity 
figures in perspective. The imperative for Australian women to produce was relentlessly reiterated during the 
1920's and 1930's, particularly after Hitler gained ascendancy in Germany and Japan's imperial tendency was 
confirmed by an invasion of Mongolia. The focus and responsibility for ensuring the safety of Australian soil 
was placed on the shoulders of women - "Our future depends more on our women than on our men. If her 
women fail her, Australia will die. "311 "Nations survive war, pestilence and famine; some have survived conquest; 
but sterility is the surest road to nationalist death."312 
Nationalistic appeals initiated in parliament were echoed in local papers: "In some countries a stationary or 
declining population may be no evil. In Australia it is a menace to our continued existence as a nation; it means 
the negation of such ideals as a 'White Australia' or 'A continent for a nation.' "313 The north-west was specifically 
targeted as a region in need of quick settlement: "The sparsely populated country of Northern and Central 
Australia must be settled permanently if Australia is to uphold its moral right of excluding foreigners from this 
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area.''314 Concern with maternal morbidity was treated as irrelevant, compared with the need for the continued 
production of men for national protection. "The present and future welfare of the commonwealth depends on its 
women; upon their fertility, physique and character the Australia of tomorrow absolutely depends."315 
Striking at the very heart of a declining birth rate, those who refused to reproduce, and the reasons they gave, 
were castigated. "A desire for luxury or easy living, the craving for pleasure (mostly Dead Sea fruit that never 
leads to happiness), a morbid fear of endangering the woman's social aspirations or her husband's career, even 
a misplaced solicitude for the women's own physical attractiveness."316 "The refusal of so many married women 
to become mother:;, the increasing frequency with which they attempt to avoid it by contraception and abortion 
has become a national problem of national importance which we cannot shirk."317 Despite contemporary moral 
taboos, unmarried mothers were esteemed: "Most of these mothers are women of weak character (by inheritance 
or education); many of them are of more or less feeble intelligence: but the attitude of the world to them is 
fundamentally unjust. If such a mother, despite the world, devotes her life to the interest of her child she is a 
noblewomen in the truest sense of that word."318 
Curiously, many young women who were apparently in good health died unexpectedly. "The deceased was only 
25 years of age and leaves two small children. She appeared to be in good health only a week before her 
death."319 A most popular young lady from Burketown, 19, died with no reason given;320 the death of another 
talented young woman of the same age in Cloncurry came as a shock to the residents,321 and a single woman 
from Winton who worked at a hotel expired after a short illness. 322 In the Gulf, the news of one death surprised 
the community as the deceased was a young and healthy looking woman. 323 Another young woman, 30, died 
unexpectedly in the Winton Hospital in 1930. With contraception difficult to procure, abortion was frequently 
attempted and frequently failed, so it is reasonable to assume that many of the above may be attributed to this 
medical interference. Those centres with a known abortionist rarely registered deaths of young women from 
unknown causes. 
Natural childbirth was still a hazardous procedure with regular tragic results. Mrs. Priestley, 29 years of age, 
died in the Croydon Hospital from blood poisoning following childbirth, leaving three small children.324 Mrs. 
Harry Casey from Winton died having given birth only a month before.325 Another young woman died after 
returning from the south where she had been under medical treatment, leaving a husband and two children.326 
Mary Pattel, 19, died soon after child birth, the baby passing away also.327 The death of Mrs. J. Sherwood from 
Kuridala left seven young children motherless. 328 The wife of a grazier from Richmond died leaving a husband 
and two little children.329 Mrs. Jos Page, 24, from Winton, breathed her last after confinement. She left a 
husband and three young daughters to mourn her.330 One woman with an infant two weeks old died suddenly 
and another with two young children passed away. 331 The implications for the whole family were enormous in 
an area where an extended family network often was not available, and in an era when the woman stayed at 
home to raise her children and keep the home fires burning for her itinerant husband. 
The saga of Doris P, Dajarra, a half caste Aboriginal who died 13 hours after she had given birth to a child, 
highlights the close networking of women in the outback: 
Doris P died in a tent at Dajarra. As far as I could ascertain she had not been attended by a Doctor and 
no person of any qualification had attended to her when giving birth to the child. Husband of the 
deceased had married his wife in 1936 when she was 17 years of age. He subsequently left his station 
employment and came to live at Dajarra, since his wife was pregnant and he wanted her to be where 
she could obtain assistance if it was required. A woman was fetched when she went into labour at 
2.p.m. and the teacher's wife arrived and cut the navel string and tied it with a piece of tape. Another 
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woman arrived to try to help take the after birth away from deceased but it was impossible to take away. 
A phone call was made to Dr. Albery of Cloncurry. The Doctor spoke with the shopkeeper's wife and 
gave her instructions on what to do as he could not come as the landing ground was too wet. Mrs. C 
placed hot bags on the stomach of the deceased and continued to do this for about half an hour when 
she left and instructed the other half caste women to continue placing hot bags on the deceased. This 
was useless to try and shift the afterbirth. Mrs. C then put deceased on a chamber and kept her there 
for a few minutes but this proved negative. The hot packs were then put back on the deceased and 
kept on her until the time of death at 3 a.m. on 25th instant.332 
The strenuous work of many women continued despite their pregnant condition; May C, Dajarra, had a stillborn 
child and, on being questioned "She said she had been doing a fair amount of horseback riding during the early 
months of her pregnancy."333 
The death of male breadwinners also impacted heavily on the welfare of the family. A railway employee who 
was bitten by a centipede left 8 children, the oldest of whom was 17 years of age.334 Mining accidents spawned 
widows and orphans; Benjamin Tilley from Mount lsa left behind three young children, the youngest only 6 
weeks old. 335 
Tragedies befalling children were felt by the whole community. "A little girl, of five and a half, only daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom Harrison of the Railway Department sustained injuries when on the way to school; riding her 
bicycle a violin case was caught in the bicycle causing her to fall. She died the next morning from injuries 
sustained."336 
The following moving tribute appeared in the paper the ensuing month, undoubtedly this mother's memory of 
the death of her own child being rekindled by the previous report: 
This lonely grave holds the little half caste child of 12.5 years. She was accidently drowned on 21 May 
1918 and her body floated on 27 May. She was taken from the water at dark and buried after the moon 
rose. She and I had been camped at a boring camp above the creek, my husband having been called 
to Townsville on the death of his father. Our camp was at the back of Sandringham run and we were 
1 00 miles from any women - black or white. I will never forget those weary days at the waterhole 
waiting for her little body to rise.... As my husband did not return until August, I had months in that 
lonely camp in my sorrow. My husband made the grave railing {which are not bore casing but 3 
galvanised iron piping), a head stone and bolted a brass plate, engraved, on the piping for a head 
plate.337 
Prevailing concepts of women being more mentally fragile than men is evident in advertisements, whereas in 
reality the suicide rate for men was disproportionately higher. 
Frightfullv Depressed and Does not Know Whv! 
"Dad! Why is Mum always so tired lately? She does not play with us like she used to. All she wants 
to do is to sit in that beastly old chair and rest!" 
Are you like this? Do your children think that you are not like you used to be - that all you want is to 
rest?338 
"Why do women need medicine more than men?" 
They are highly strung, nervous, more delicate. Beechams Pills are the tried and trusted woman's 
remedy: banish biliousness, remove constipation, relieve indigestion.339 
Advertisements appeared for backache. "How often have you told yourself that your back ache was due to over­
tiredness and that you had been taking too much out of yourself?" 340 and suggestions were made for women 
to reduce housework, cleaning and cooking dunng the hot weather. 
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Death was a celebrated event in small communities and public expression of sympathy for the family was 
profuse, the eulogy being paraphrased for general digestion. The format and length of reporting of the funeral 
indicated the status of the deceased. The names of those who gave wreaths accompanied the lament in the 
same way that the list of presents and givers was published accompanying wedding news. This served to 
identify social categories to which people belonged and reinforced hierarchical structure. 
Cultural differences can be traced through the way in which the dead were treated. The demise of a "China 
man, 75 years old" who had been camped near Pelican Waterhole was accompanied by details of his being 
supplied with food by some of his country men and Winton butcher company. Although he had a humpy high on 
a ridge and another in the bed of a creek, he was sleeping in the lower one when a flood overtook him.341 The 
death of a fellow countryman, Willie Sue, 65, at Winton was recorded as below: 
He was a Chinese from Canton who died with heart trouble. A ceremony at the grave side which was 
attended by several of his country men, took rather a peculiar form. Each of the Chinamen present 
drank a nip of whisky and then the remainder of the spirit left in the bottle was sprinkled on the coffin. 
After this 2/-'s were handed to everyone present, including whites. It was explained by one of the 
Orientals that this was their way of wishing him good luck and that he would go to heaven.342 
The passing of an age was lamented with the death of some such as George Campbell, 44, from Winton - "as 
Town Crier he will be heard no more."343 
Specific acts of bravery were commended as was the case involving Pensioner MacNamara who was stranded 
in a tree in the middle of the flooded Georgina River, Camooweal. "Aboriginal Tommy plunged into the stream 
and swam towards him - he got into difficulties and drowned. Attempts were made to save him but barbed wire 
prevented this. MacNamara was later retrieved from the snake-infested tree. Aboriginal Tommy's bravery was 
subsequently acknowledged and an honour bestowed on his widow and a collection taken up. •344 
Discrimination was an integral part of the mid-war society. A decision at Camooweal in 1925 to procure an iron 
hut with two rooms to accommodate Aboriginal patients shows this. "This has been badly needed as it is not 
very pleasing to be put in a ward with them as has previously been done."345 The Home and Territories Department 
gave £100 towards the expenses of building the Aborigines Ward. There was a hierarchy of deservedness: in 
Richmond the old nurses quarters were relinquished to domestic workers while the staff quarters of the latter 
were to be used as an Aboriginal or alien ward or other purposes.346 
United in their need for health facilities, north-westerners strove to gain this important feature of civilisation. 
While hospitals had an ongoing commitment to find funds, to an increased extent during the Depression, there 
was disagreement about the equity of contributions. Once more, this contention elicited deeper community 
divisions - divisions which gave further insight into the structure of north-western society. 
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PROPERTY CRIME 
INTRODUCTION 
Although crime statistics in north-west Queensland superficially confirm that isolated, demographically imbalanced 
communities are prone to a higher incidence of violence, there is a stronger correlation of industry-base and 
alcohol with violence while a power base is fundamental to offences against women. Court records themselves 
are a critical source in the development of criminal theory, but it is reasonable to query the processes of law 
which control and direct these records as well as statistics which emanate from procedures. Contrasts between 
crimes in mining and pastoral contexts support the theory of a dichotomy between the social structure of these 
communities in remote areas. It becomes clear that dislocational factors, exacerbated by unfavourable socio­
economic conditions, are fundamental to crime commission. Crime commission is determined by the structure 
of a community, its dynamics and the interaction of individuals within that framework. 
Court records present one of the most comprehensive dissertations on class, race and gender within society. 
While upper classes left visible evidence of their life patterns in wills, official records of societies, clubs and 
bureaucratic organisations, the daily living patterns of the inarticulate poorer segments are clearly recorded in 
the lower court records. Depositions offer an all-encompassing record of dialogue and social intercourse patterns 
within and between various groups across the social spectrum. Testimonies in depositions are direct, highly 
personalised, with close detail of the relationships and physical surrounds of defendants and plaintiffs; moreover, 
their perception of their own niche in society is engraved in these declarations. 
The value of official records decreases from the point of actual commission of the crime since other aspects of 
the legal system are superimposed on the basic foundation of commission, detection and apprehension. 
Magistrates courts, conducted by stipendiary magistrates or police magistrates, are normally accepted as the 
court mechanism closest to the initial stage of arrest. As well as concerns about magisterial competency, 
according to other researchers, these lower courts are renowned for biased judgments; "rural circuit cases [are] 
taken away from the environment of the crime so that justice can be done_",., While acknowledging legal constraints 
regarding the seriousness of the charge and the prequisites for getting a committal, the autonomy of magistrates 
generally and their predisposition to dispense justice in favour of their own class has been stronger in more 
provincial areas where their relative standing was more visible. 
Since police are the first point of legal intervention in a crime situation, an examination of the role of the police is 
of critical importance in tracing the quality of justice dispensed. Vital questions need to be answered: how 
closely do they identify with the community in which they work? what degree of autonomy do they possess? 
what are their discretionary powers? and to what extent are they objective in deciding whether a case has 
sufficient foundation to proceed beyond this initial point of interception? Researchers have found that police 
control is guided by economic imperatives, and that they do respond to distinct geographical and demographic 
factors.... Many factors consistently impinge upon the working lives and social relationships of policemen in 
country towns, and they develop strong and diverse links with the community on a number of levels. 
From the initial stage of criminal investigation, police have jurisdiction over the evidence collected, the interrogation 
of witnesses and defendants, and the writing of the confession. The facility for police to use discretionary 
powers permits them unique authority to arrest according to their own criteria of judgment. The degree of coercion 
or direction which can be employed to elicit such confession is relatively unmonitored. While police have the 
capacity to limit or augment their judicial function, disenchantment with the manner in which the courts have 
handled cases has frequently resulted in police administering their own justice, outside the courts, their collective 
identity being that they are the ''true custodians of morality and justice.",., Once more, this would possibly occur 
in isolated regions where departmental inquiry is less likely. 
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STEALING 
Since stealing is a companion to economic downturns, it is unsurprising that stealing charges in the north-west 
cluster around the Depression period and there is an aggregate upward trend post-World War II. But the 
percentage increase between the stealing conviction rate prior to the Depression and from that period onwards 
is far more instructive because it is closely correlated with the mobility factor. Besides being seen in the light of 
itinerant need, it can also be interpreted as illustrating a social need to control alien elements coming into the 
local environment. Overall, the average of 36% conviction for stealing is high despite the fact that many of the 
theft cases were of a petty nature. 
From the outset, crime in north-west Queensland was perceived by the police, the police prosecutors and the 
magistrates as essentially "class"-determined. Identification of the "class" was linked with potential guilt. Identifying 
a man in 1938, who had stolen with violence, as either black or white, evidently had some bearing on his 
criminality. The Magistrate asked whether he associated with the "dark class", and the police answer "I have 
seen the defendant associating with Aboriginals over a period at Mount I sa" was tempered with "He associates 
with whites also.",.., If this had no bearing on his culpability why was it introduced in the cross-questioning? This 
racial bias was also fundamental in considering the question of whether Aborigine's evidence could and should 
carry the same weight as that of whites. In a fraud case in 1944 a comment in the court "he does not associate 
with convicted or suspected persons" introduces the question of his belonging to a criminal sub-set with automatic 
guilt implication.'" 
Only by referring to depositions and literary sources is it possible to understand whether or not the goods in 
dispute were a survival theft or of significant value. For instance, one offender received twelve months with hard 
labour for stealing money, a pen, tooth paste and shaving sticks.'" "We were both short of clothing" reportedly 
precipitated another break and enter charge which resulted in prison terms.'" Youths were constantly apprehended 
for minor charges"' which could indicate a propensity for this age group to commit minor indiscretions or, 
alternatively, for the police to assume they would commit. 
The concept that outsiders, designated by their economic destitution or ethnic differences, were treated 
anomalously is once more clearly emphasized in the following. The theft of two bales of wool from Culloden 
Station earned a £2 fine in 1 938m whereas an Aboriginal offender who stole a pair of hobbles in 1925 valued at 
4/- was convicted and sentenced to seven days hard labour and the return of the hobbles.'" Again in Normanton 
a charge of "unlawfully using a horse" brought one month's imprisonment with hard labour.35, Perhaps the 
strongest case against outsiders is seen in the following case: 
C W was charged with stealing in Charters Towers and Cloncurry: 29 pairs of ladies hose, 3 pairs of 
mens shoes, and one pair of boots. Then he was found with housebreaking tools and pleaded guilty. 
Prisoner pleaded he was hard up and was unable to secure employment. He had seen active service 
and had lost his discharges. He was convicted and sentenced to 2 years imprisonment on each charge, 
sentences to be concurrent."' 
"Mateship" in isolated areas prevented apprehension of many petty thieves; this lack of cooperation by associates 
or other community members "knowing nothing" when questioned operated to the disadvantage of law 
enforcement."' Violating this basic mateship bond was anathema to the bush ethos: 
Police Court: Perhaps the lowest and most despicable crime, except cold-blooded murder, is the 
robbery of a camp and the man who sneaks around the bush watching and waiting for the occupants of 
these lonely camps to leave them unguarded is the lowest of the low."" 
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There is a positive correlation between the size and remoteness of the plaintiff body and the lack of consc1onability 
of the defendant in stealing crimes. The propensity to steal from company-owned properties and large land­
holders was paralleled in the general stealing crimes: the Government and large companies such as Mount I sa 
Mines were targetS.''" A nexus between sexual immorality, crime commission and apprehension emerged from 
stealing recordS.'" An American Negro serviceman was charged on four separate counts of stealing in the 
Coppermine Creek area, Cloncurry although this may have been a discreet way of monitoring prostitution in this 
area."' 
The following excerpt is from the deposition of a woman who appeared in custody in Winton and was not 
represented by counsel. This woman ·s brother had been convicted in 1932 of attempted incest with her, so this 
illiterate woman attempted to retrieve incriminating documents in a very simple way: 
I live with an old age pensioner named W and my two children in W's hut which is situated at the Bore­
head, Winton. I have been living there since my brother was arrested on a charge of attempted incest 
in October last. I know a man named B, who is also camped at the Bore-head. About a month ago B 
wrote a letter to the Commissioner of Police Brisbane complaining about Constable H and two other 
men coming to my camp for an immoral purpose. P told the man named B to write the letter and to sign 
my name to it. 
The letter was all lies and the reason P asked B to write the letter was because Constable H had 
arrested my brother and he was afraid that he might be arrested himself for living with me. On Tuesday 
morning, 31 January 1933 I was at the Police Station to get Government rations when I saw Constable 
G and he told me he wanted to see me at his office. I saw the letter B had written, signed a statement 
which I was asked to. Then I went down the street, saw the policeman leave, hurried back and took 
both papers and left the house. I took them and put them in a sugar bag which I had with me. 
I carried the papers down the street and buried them in the ground near the Bank of New South Wales 
alongside of a tree guard. I then went to the Store and Butchers and got my groceries and meat, after 
which I returned to where I had previously buried the papers which I took from the Sergeant's office and 
dug them up and took them down toW's camp where I lived. When I got back to the camp, I told W that 
I had stolen the papers from the Sergeant's office and W then took the papers and lifted the lid of the 
stove where a fire was burning and put the papers in the fire and they were burnt. Charged with 
breaking, entering and stealing, she received twelve months imprisonment with hard labour. ,.. 
Gender equality emerged in a Duchess case in 1923. A, a married woman who resided with her mother in the 
decaying mining town, bought beer and drank the bottles with a male friend. Visiting a Chinese gardener to buy 
fruit, they were refused trade that day, so they took a fowl on the way out. According to her male accomplice, S 
choked the fowl, hung it up in her room that night and cooked it the next day. Accepted as part of the "mates" 
network the women from this class exhibited the same form of behaviour as their male counterparts in drinking 
and physical accomplishments.'" 
The profile of another woman shows the sternness of convictions during the Depression era. "Mrs. Steel, 45, 
was a married women living apart from her husband. Born at Mount Morgan, she came to Cloncurry with her 
father when a girl and married in 1909. She took in washing for a living and was partly supported by her married 
daughter. Although she had no previous convictions, the police could not give her a good character as she had 
been implicated in petty thieving around Mount I sa with her daugher of 13 years assisting her. She had received 
government relief for the past seven months and was convicted of stealing 8 fowls, 38 eggs and a quantity of 
maize. She received six months imprisonment with hard labour, after the first jury was discharged_", .. 
Property crime in north-west Queensland emanated from socio-economic problems which were accentuated by 
the influx of itinerants into the areas during the Great Depression. There is a strong demarcation between 
361 CPS Bench Record and Summons Book - Julia Creek A/44901 and A/44902, OSA: 1938 - many charges in relation to stealing of 
railway sleepers; charges re railway tarps 1938 and 1940, Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House; NQR 15.8.1931 Mount 
lsa - corrugated iron stolen from M.I.M. 
362 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files. A/18433 OSA: "I am suffering from venereal disease and reqwred money to 
get treatment so I decided to rob the Chinaman" was attested Oy the defendant 
363 Cloncurrv Advocate 8.5.1942 
364 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files A/18426, OSA 
365 Duchess Depositions 1915-1925, QSA 
366 Cloncurry Advocate 5.3.1932, Cloncurry Notes and Mount I sa News 6.3.1932 
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itinerants and resident seasonal workers since the latter associated with their enveloping society. Despite the 
propensity for itinerants to commit, they, along with those who lived on the fringes of society, were more likely to 
be apprehended even in the case of stock theft which had a definite class bias. Racial bias was an integral part 
of court procedure, a reflection of society at large. Court decisions were variable according to the time period, 
class, race and gender. 
STOCK THEFT 
Stock theft was endemic in north-west Queensland; conflicting profiles emerge from these charges as opposed 
to the foregoing general Stealing charges. Whereas stealing charges were essentially attributed to the the 
down-and-outs and itinerants, stock theft was generally recognised as being the preserve of established members 
of the community. The entrenched incidence of stock theft by this group who held political power in the community 
made this crime very difficult to control. 
Legally, the greatest problem in conviction for stock theft was conclusive identification of the animal and proof 
that the defendant did not know it belonged to another. These dilemmas are written into the Code where it is 
stated that crimes have to be established about "the" animal so suspected. Where animals were not branded, 
that is, if they were cleanskins, it was almost impossible to prove ownership.367 The above criteria led to cases 
in the north-west being dismissed since animals impounded for case evidence were swapped by culprits.368 
The second impediment to legal justice was the prevalence of "poddy-dodging".369 Criteria stating that "Any 
person who, knowing that he is not the owner of an animal, brands or marks it ... is liable to conviction",370 cuts 
right across the traditional pastoral practices of isolated areas. Open area grazing persisted in many parts of 
this region owing to the cost of fencing; boundary riders were employed in their stead. The straying of animals 
was a regular occurrence in lowland grazing areas but in the rougher terrain, mustering and herd-control was 
almost impossible; many of the stock theft cases emanated from the rugged Dobbyn-Quamby area.371 
Maximum penalties were enforced on those defendants from poorer classes as a warning; one example was R, 
who had five children and had been receiving rations for two years.372 In another case Robert T and Thomas G 
were charged with having stolen beef in their possession; they had been unemployed since their arrival in 
Cloncurry, having meals at a house where there were sixteen inhabitants. Each was fined £15 in default of 2 
months jail.373 One interviewee told of his mother being concerned that one of the children may have been 
poddy dodging, getting killers at night. She instantly packed up everything and moved to Cloncurry with her 
family which was a momentous decision for a mother at that time to make - "usually the woman merely followed 
along."374 
The following statement delivered by a Justice of the Peace, however, is a blatant effort to divert attention from 
the entrenched custom of duffing amongst most established graziers, and an endeavour to direct attention and 
suspicion to the newcomers or outsiders: "The Cloncurry district has for long been wrongly regarded as a pretty 
hot centre for cattle duffers while as a matter of equally hard fact, most of the offences were work of men who 
were strangers to the district."37s 
A laissez-faire attitude towards "respectable" stock theft made conviction difficult since those who either executed 
summary jurisdiction or sat in judgment were usually of the same class as the defendant; moreover, the probability 
of retribution either in the form of social ostracization or retaliatory informing, prevented many neighbours and 
members of the public from testifying. Consciences were pricked when specific cases did arise and this report 
from the Register encapsulates the nub of the issue: "John S: 350 head were taken possesion of - accused is 
a well-known selector and the case has lead to considerable interest. Graziers are seen eagerly watching and 
hearing evidence."376 
367 The same problem of ownership applied to ore: Two men committed to the Circuit Court for allegedly stealing ore from Dobbyn were 
released since the Crown failed to establish ownership. NOR 3.8.1929 
368 Interview George Thorpe 
369 Interviews Mrs. MacNamara, Burkie Cant, George Thorpe 
370 R.F. Carter, Carter's Criminal Law of Queensland, 6th ed. (Brisbane, Butterworths, 1982) p.393 
371 NOR 25.7.1936 
372 NQ825.7.1936 
373 NQ820.7.1930 
374 K D, Cloncurry 19 March 1985 
375 NQ820.7.1929 
376 NOR 21.12.29, Julia Creek 
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Several other cases occurred3n in which the defendant was a person of repute and standing in the community. 
In one often-reported instance, there was suspicion of foul play. Stock Inspector Doyle, who was an excellent 
swimmer, was drowned while trying to cross the swollen Leichhardt River. He was on his way to check the herds 
of one renowned "duffer".37a 
The Depression period 1929-1933 registered the highest number of thefts and while this conforms with theoretical 
concepts that stealing correlates closely with economic recessions, an anomaly exists. Since amalgamation 
with existing herds helped avoid detection, stock theft was most successfully carried on by graziers who certainly 
did not belong to the lower class. It could then reasonably be postulated that those apprehended during the 
Depression period were actually different from those apprehended in other periods. Sporadic arrests around 
Cloncurry during War years and the fact that their hearing was terminated in the lower courts suggests the thefts 
were not of a significant dimension.379 
The Summons Books at Cloncurry, in the main, represent summary jurisdiction cases, and it is clear that many 
pleaded guilty to expedite the matter and reduce public arraignment. The number which proceeded to the 
District and Supreme Court was determined partly by the number of stock involved, and the value thereof; there 
was only a one in ten chance of being convicted in these courts by a jury. ''The case against B, Quamby, 
commanded three juries, none of whom could agree and the Crown Prosecutor (Aiphonsus Quinn) announced 
he would not proceed further."3ao 
This probability of juries dismissing cases may have had a bearing on whether the Crown Prosecutor preferred 
to deal summarily with a case or indict the offender. Local Justices of the Peace themselves appeared in court, 
so they were sensitive about judgments handed down. If the accused consented to be dealt with summarily and 
pleaded guilty, the Magistrate had no jurisdiction to commit him for trial.381 The breadth of scope accorded the 
Crown Prosecutor included the facility for taking into consideration the character and antecedents of the person 
charged including any previous convictions held against him.382 This introduced a latitude for discretionary 
powers. 
One female defendant exploited the "passive woman" concept by fobbing off ownership but then exhibited an 
intimate knowledge of her legal rights. A large number of calves recently branded with the D's brand were held: 
Q: (to Mrs. D) "Do you own any calves" 
A: ''That is my business" 
Q: "I want to have a look at your brands" 
A: "You see my son Andrew about that. He is my partner." 
Q: "He is not registered as part owner of your brand." 
The outcome was predictable - the branding irons could not be found. 
Statement of Defendant: Not guilty, your Worship. I object to giving any evidence in Court, your 
Worship. 1 wish to have this case tried by a judge and jury as I have had no solicitor to defend me as 
Mr. O'Fied has been retained by Mr. Christy. I ask for bail. I ask for a copy of the depositions to be sent 
to my solicitor. I reserve my defence. 
Authoritative, assertive and definitely not passive, she recognised the greater chance of being discharged if 
placed before a jury. Her father had been a policeman.383 Two other women appeared in court on stock charges. 
One woman, the wife of a drover and mother of eleven children, was charged along with two others with cattle 
stealing;384 the second woman, a property owner, was charged with "Making Return of Stock which was false". 3as 
She was fined £15. 
3n eg Scottish Investment Co. vs. Reginald M (Summons Book - Cloncurry 1932) - 81 head ... fined £40/1 0/-; James L, 1930 stealing 139 
lambs; Rex J 1939 - Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House 
378 N.QB. 8.2.1930 Mount lsa 
379 Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House 
380 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files A/18456, OSA; NOR 29.2.1932 
381 Carter, Carter's Crjmjnal Law, p.389; R v Grant 1936 2 A 11 ER 1156 
382 Carte� Carter's Criminal Law, p.389 
383 Susan
' 
D, croydon, 27 September 1927: Supreme Court Northern District, Cairns Criminal Files A/28865, QSA 
384 Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House. 1932 -AM 
385 Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House. 19:34- l. S 
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Mask offences for Stock Theft were numerous and varied: "Unlawful Use", "Using", "Having Possession" as well 
as the covert cases, "Weigh-bill Misrepresentations/Absence," "Failure to Brand," "Stock with Different Brand." 
There was also a penalty for failure to give notice of intended travel of stock, or for not making the mandatory 
daily progress; the opportunity for drovers to pick up strays was recognised. Figures from the Summons Books 
indicate that prosecution was proceeded with in perhaps one out of three potential cases.386 It has to be 
appreciated that stock theft charges, direct or mask, would only have been made in a very small number of overt 
cases, so this sampling is not at all representative. 
FRAUD AND EMBEZZLEMENT 
Peaks in the north-west in fraud and embezzlement occurred during the Depression and post-war periods when 
a demographic influx increased the chance of anonymity. The use of aliases shows that many who travelled 
used different names to avoid detection; mobility was sometimes provoked from the outset by a need to escape 
the past. Newcomers into some communities were regarded with suspicion and frequently ostracised. Two 
cases in 1930 and 1932 record a Swede and an American charged with forging. 387 Women were seen as more 
gullible than men so in each case they were the victims of fraud.388 
The following incident encapsulates the above points: "Thomas Ericson, alias Avery, alias Graftman, alias 
Anderson, a native of Sweden, but resident of Australia for 3 years appeared on a charge of forging a cheque on 
D. Muirhead at Cloncurry. On pleading guilty, prisoner said he was a married man with two children and had 
been out of work 8 months. A lengthy police record was read, showing a long listing of previous convictions in 
different towns in Queensland and NSW - 6 months imprisonment."389 
Differential treatment was rendered to individuals charged with false pretences in various environments. One 
man who posed as a medical practitioner in Mount lsa390 was prosecuted. Considering the great community 
need for doctors in that area, his misrepresentation may have been deemed enterprise. In an area where 
background was not essential to one's participation in the local scene whether it be in work or social drinking, 
nicknames were common and the false names under which many men worked to escape their past were accepted. 
He was fined merely £10. In contrast, a temporarily employed porter at the Railway Station at Cloncurry was 
charged in 1944, during war time when individual identity and social status was of critical importance, with 
fraudulently signing a doctor's name on a certificate declaring him "unfit for work". He had reared four children 
by himself in meagre circumstances and he could not afford to forego the wages had he been recorded as 
"absent from duty". Although he had lived in the Cloncurry district since 1927, he had moved around on stations 
and taken temporary jobs. He received six months imprisonment or £50 on twelve months good behaviour.391 
Arraigned on nine charges of false pretences, a Cloncurry "girl" of 26 (a derogatory term in this context as she 
was a mother, albeit not married) stated she "wanted to live well and she was determined to either get sympathy 
or disgrace her parents."392 She had been disowned by her parents and received no support from the father of 
her baby. 
GAMBLING 
The propensity of Asians to gamble resulted in their over-representation with regard to this offence. Excerpts 
such as the following confirm this: 'Police made a raid over Coppermine Creek- 4 Asiatics, 4 white men and one 
woman were collected by police and charged with gambling. The Chinese were fined $40 for keeping a gambling 
house. Hop Kee had to return the money taken from the other men."393 "21 persons (Orientals) were arrested 
for being found in a common gaming house."39• 
386 Cloncurry Summons Books 
387 NOR26.9.1930; NOR 17.9.1932 
388 Supreme Court Northern Distnct, Townsville Crim1nal Files A/18414; A/18415, OSA. 
389 NOR 26.9.1930 Cloncurry 
390 NOR 28.61930 
391 Supreme Court Northern D1stnct. Townsville Cnminal Files A/18437, OSA 
392 Cloncurry Advocate 2.3.1935 
393 00!3 28.9.1925 Cloncurry 
394 NOR 4.2.1929 Cloncurry 
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The real concern, however, seemed to be the potential corruption of the young, white men: 
The Police Magistrate, Mr. Wilson, this afternoon expressed himself in very strong terms when convicting 
Wong Poo Sing, charged with being the keeper of a common gaming house. The premises were 
raided last Friday night when several whites were arrested. [13 persons - 11 whites] The magistrate 
stigmatised the premises as a social menace which was blighting the lives of young men who were 
enticed there. He hoped the fine would prove a deterrent. He was given a $70 fine and no time to pay 
or 4 months imprisonment.395 
It was not solely the Chinese who enjoyed the games of chance and the following incident at Mount lsa shows 
the ingenuity of police action: 
Having received complaints from Mount lsa Mines officials that men were playing "two up" near the 
Mines Community Store, the Police were carried to the scene in packing cases by lorry yesterday. On 
arrival at the Community Store some by-standers assisted to carry the cases containing the police into 
the building where the cases were opened. From the store the Police made a raid. 6 men were 
arrested ... all the defendants pleaded not guilty.396 
CONCLUSION 
Economic factors are at the base of most property crime, and examination of stealing, stock theft, fraud and 
embezzlement in the north-west show that labour mobility during the Great Depression created a climate conducive 
to petty thieving. The inundation of an introduced itinerant group highlighted the different social attitudes in both 
mining and pastoral communities. Economic crises effectively polarised resident factional groups within 
communities, clearly demarcating class distinctions. Cultural mores of remote communities were significant in 
determining court outcomes, notably in cases involving stock theft cases and those pertaining to "outsiders." 
395 NOR 9.11.1929 Cloncurry 
396 NOR 11.11.1935 Gaming Raid: Mount lsa November 4 
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CHAPTERS 
SOCIAL CRIME 
Currently, there is strong pressure that some social crimes such as drunkenness and vagrancy, should be 
treated as decriminalised offences; similarly, other offences which impinge primarily on the individual or family 
unit (excluding physical violence), can be more correctly seen in the context of social malfunctionings rather 
than as crime. The inclusion of such crimes in total figures is therefore very misleading. Examination of social 
crime confirms the effectiveness of "social control" theories which propound that subordinate groups, which 
represent a greater threat to themselves than to society at large, are closely monitored. The social crimes 
categorised in the north-west were drunkenness, insanity, vagrancy, suicide and maintenance. 
Most drunkenness offences were closely linked to class since charges were made essentially in a public domain. 
There was a high correlation between violence and excessive use of alcohol in the north-west, so there is a 
need to examine the root cause of commission. Persons "suspected of being of unsound mind" were assessed 
by the "norms" of middle class legislation, but frequently the fundamental reason for apprehension was disguised. 
Vagrants, as unmonied itinerant persons, were a threat to comfortable society as they required sustenance to 
survive; so did the unemployed who, in Australia and overseas, were dispersed to inhibit mass uprisings. 
Suicide victims were predominantly social victims or "outsiders" whose greatest offence was removing themselves 
physically from their encompassing society. 
Social crimes most clearly afforded the opportunity for discriminatory apprehensions with regard to class, race 
and gender. While the offences themselves pertain to problems emanating from the individual's disequilibrium 
with his or her surrounding environment, the manner in which rectification of the offence is effected, very clearly 
denotes society's broader tolerances or lack thereof. 
DRUNKENNESS 
While the Great Depression created a broadly negative economic climate, the north-west region recorded 
exceptional drunkenness figures owing to Mount lsa's relative wealth. These frontier conditions abetted a 
tendency towards alcoholic socialisation patterns. A preponderance of unattached, young, physical males 
earning good wages at Mount lsa affected the degree of drunkenness.397 Single miners were housed in barracks, 
others lived in primitive bough sheds, in bag or tin huts; hotels catered for the social needs of these groups. 
Mount lsa had very few hotels as compared with older mining towns, so three hotels, concentrated in one block, 
increased the tendency towards heavy drinking. This created a charged atmosphere conducive to the eruption 
of drunken brawls. 
Drunkenness apprehensions were class-biased as arrests were made on the street; since lower classes lived 
a more public life in every sense, their drunkenness was more conspicuous. Peaks occurred during the Depression 
years, there was a tailing off between 1933-1941 , and a sharp escalation from 1946 onwards. This contour can 
be seen as representing, most specifically, the population growth of Mount lsa; moderate figures during war 
time, however, should be seen in the context of military police control which substantially decreased civilian 
apprehensions. 
397 Mount 1sa News 17.9.1932 
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' ..... 
Bough shed and wood heap which was rented accommodation for1 0/- a week in the 1920's, Mount I sa. 
(Mr. Mabb) 
SOCIAL CRIME 
Single men's barracks at Mineside, Mount lsa. (Mount lsa Mines Limited) 
Inter-dependency in the mining domain created a strong bond between the men -
Black Star Mine No.5 Level 1930's. (Dot Wau) 
Male mateship, borne from occupational inter-reliance, ensured drinking played an important role in mining 
community life. "Men lay by the side of the road, day and night drinking. It is not unusual to see anything from 
three to ten fights on pay night; everyone enjoys a fight until the police arrive."398 A plea was made to the 
398 .liQB 21.3.1931 
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controllers of public morality: 
It is to be hoped that something will be done to put a stop to the disgraceful happenings at Mount lsa 
which are of a common occurrence. If the police dealt with and proceeded against the licencees for 
allowing drunkenness on their licenced premises and for supplying drunken men with liquor, it would 
go a long way to remedying the existing evils which prevail at Mount lsa. 399 
Apprehensions in mining communities were undoubtedly understated because of the tacit acceptance of 
drunkenness whereas figures in a pastoral-town context were more realistic. Some women did not adhere to a 
sexual barrier of separate socialisation patterns which is clear from Duchess records below. 
Duchess 
Cloncurry 
Richmond 
Julia Creek 
FEMALE APPREHENSIONS FOR DRUNKENNESS 
NORTH-WEST QUEENSLAND 1915-1950 
1915-24 
1925-50 
1927-29 
No. Females 
6 
1 
0 
19 
197 
167 
Source: Richmond Police Station, Watch-house Charge Book, A/25192; 
Julia Creek CPS Bench Record/Summons Book A/44902, QSA 
The comparatively high incidence of female drinking in Duchess must be seen in proper perspective. During the 
boom of the Cloncurry copper fields period, the permanence of towns such as Kuridala, Selwyn, and Duchess 
was never guaranteed. This led to a sense of rootlessness which contributed to a lack of long term commitment 
to their environment. The following information from Duchess is invaluable as it is the only consistent source 
available on female drinking charges in the area: 
WOMEN CHARGED WITH DRUNKENNESS 
DUCHESS 1915-1920 
Date Name Age Occup. Relig. Ed. Born 
1915 M, Jean 45 Lab R.C. 2400 Irish 
1916 B,Jean 46 H'wife R.C. 2 Q'ld 
K, Ellen 45 Dom. R.C. 2 Q'ld 
1917 M, Annie 47 H'wife Prot. 2 Scot. 
B, Julia 44 Dom.Ser. Pres. 2 Eng. 
1920 S, Eva 38 H'wife R.C. 2 NSW 
Source: Duchess Charge Books, Q.S.A. 
The age-bracketing of these women above between 38-47 years suggests this period was one of personal 
crisis. The women all had a very elementary education, half of them were native born, they all performed 
support services, and three of them were employed in domestic work. Mask offences, such as drunkenness, 
were frequently used in lieu of less palatable offences such as prostitution. The mature ages of the above 
women mesh with the ages of prostitutes operating in Mount lsa during the 1930's. 
Charges against women for other offences with regard to liquor were few. Two women appeared for breaching 
Section 73 (1) Liquor Acts, being on licensed premises.401 A prostitute, Julia A, was admonished and charged 
in Mount lsa for being drunk.402 Mrs. L frequently appeared in Cloncurry records, fined for driving beyond the 
speed limit. Oral sources maintain she was an inebriate who drove with alcohol under the seat,403 a credible 
situation considering the number of times she was apprehended. Being the owner of a property outside Cloncurry, 
Mrs. L was unlikely to be charged with drunkenness, given her social status.404 
399 Cloncuny Advocate 27.1.1934 400 this was designated as literacy, and basic education 401 Annie S, Cloncurry, and Iris N of Julia Creek, 1944, Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House 402 CloncurrvAdvocate 21.3.1931 
403 Interview George Thorpe 12.2.1987 
404 see Cloncurry rate books, Cloncurry Council Offices 
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Burketown's main street and its only hotel. (John Oxley Library) 
Miners Hotel Duchess 1912. (John Oxley Library) 
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A group of young men outside Boyd's Argent Hotel, Mount lsa. (Ben Smith) 
Legitimate outlets for dispensing alcohol were essentially hotels, billiard rooms, refreshment rooms and race 
booths. Women held more than half the licences at these venues,405 since a licencee had to be free of prior 
convictions and this stipulation precluded many men. Hotel work was ideally suited to traditional women's work 
since it involved domestic, organisational and economic skills; single, divorced and married women were employed 
in hotel work. While women managed the hotel their husbands did itinerant work, returning to assist at the hotel 
in the off-season. 
Sly-grogging charges show the prevalence of the offence in Mount lsa406 where there was a predicament of 
minimum outlets and maximum demand. These cases occurred within a short time period; this concentration 
tends to indicate that monitoring of this offence was subject to wide variation. As the practice of sly-grogging 
became more prevalent in the 1930's, concerted efforts were made to enforce the law, and maximum penalties 
were recommended. Towards the end of 1935 in Mount lsa, it was estimated that fifteen to twenty cases of beer 
were sold illegally each week,407 compared with thirty cases per week six weeks prior to the implementation of 
stringent controls. 408 
Illegal outlets were inevitable in smaller communities where personalities clashed and venues were limited. 'On 
behalf of her husband who was a shopkeeper, Mrs C used accusations and threats to subdue competiton from 
the licensed hotel at a small township and to counter police cautions about illicit trading. Indirectly, police 
pressure was unsuccessfully applied through minor charges such as checking on registration of motor vehicles 
"Inquiries will be continued and if evidence can be obtained that Mrs. C uses that vehicle on public roads the 
necessary action will be taken." Mrs. C applied for reimbursement of the loss of a bottle of chutney from 
Townsville which had gone astray, together with two bottles of brandy. It was concluded that illicit grog was 
being hidden amongst the groceries. This illicit outlet battle continued for years until a new amenable licensee 
arrived in the township. Mrs. C was described in police correspondence as the front line defence for illicit 
trade.409 
Apprehensions by police were fine-tuned to communrty politics in isolated areas; this is evident in the following 
letter from a police constable regarding a charge of supplying alcohol to an Aborigine: "Mrs. J, daughter of Mrs. 
A licensee of Federal Hotel, Urandangre, supplied Tracker Leichhardt with half a glass of rum. Mrs. A had a 
405 See Reg1ster for Applications for Liquor Licences 1913-1966. Cloncurry Court House records; letter Licensing Commission 27.4.1988 _ Letter Licences of Hotels 1n the Cloncurry, North-west Districts 1935-1950. 406 l':!QB_ 14 9.1935 
407 l'!QB 14.9.1935 
408 NOR 30.3.1935 409 Duchess Depositions 1915·1925 A/48352·7, OSA 
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property in Central Australia and was one of the few to have access to meat for the district. She has always 
strictly observed Liquor Laws. There appears to be a Breach but it may be difficult to prove the charge."410 Was 
justice compromised in a region where scarce resources gave individuals political advantage? 
Newspapers regularly featured solutions to the prevalent family problem of excessive drink. "Defeat the Demon 
Drink in Your Home. DRINKO is the one genuine treatment for drunkenness. Quick, sure, permanent and 
odourless. Can be administered secretly ." The Lady Manager, Home Welfare Pty 33J, George Street, 
SYDNEY.411 
Prohibition orders were imposed by the Licensing Courts to uphold the Liquor Act of 1912, Section 76, thereby 
giving support to the family. A person who realised he had a problem could seek an order against himself. 
Differential wording on the male and female orders reiterates the different position allotted each gender in 
society: for men, "by excessive drinking of liquor [he] interrupts the peace and happiness of his family, and the 
said [wife] prays that an Order ... ." In contrast a woman "misspends her estate" - an ironic statement, since her 
husband was the acknowledged bread-winner in the eyes of the community. 
Implications of physical violence in injunction orders cannot be overlooked; a Normanton woman seeking a 
Prohibition Order maintained "[her husband] has been drinking heavily for the past eighteen months and is a 
very quarrelsome man at home when he drinks.-412 The sanctity of the home, the emphasis on the family unit 
and the husband's hierarchical position are implicit in the orders.413 
Cloncurry Prohibition Orders were evenly distributed, the years 1926, 1927 and 1949 registering the highest 
scores.414 All the orders were against men. one of whom appeared three times. This legal recourse was used 
as a cautioning measure by spouses for retraction of orders was not uncommon. Orders taken out by the 
initiator himself were the most successful. 
ltinerancy impacted heavily on drinking patterns and family structure. Seasonal employment such as shearing 
and pastoral work created an all-male milieu where ribaldry and group drinking were normal. Those working in 
mining camps away from their families developed similar inclinations. Socially, hip flasks were used at balls and 
in mixed company until the second World War. after which time men became more open about their drunkenness. 
SUICIDES 
The "crime• of suicide epitomises critical social maladjustment. and supports the dislocation-crime nexus. 
Generally suicides increase significantly during economic downturns and this pertained to the north-west during 
the Depression. Most victims were impoverished: they were itinerants or single males from isolated mining 
camps who had drinking problems. The physical and economic environment impacted heavily on the emotional 
and mental stability of individuals. exacting its toll. Prior to analysing suicide. it is necessary to examine the 
offence "being of unsound mind" and its connotation. 
Social control theories maintain that the process of incarceration and treatment of mentally ill persons in the 
community is seen as an adjunct to the maintenance of social order. The accent is on "dangerous· although it 
is recognised that there is a far greater likelihood of self-harm than danger to others. Section 26 of the Queensland 
Criminal Code states that every person is assumed to be of sound mind until proven otherwise. but the 
categorisation "being of unsound min� is actually a measure of how closely the accused's behaviour pattern frts 
the "norms· of established or middle class society. 
The majority of those arrested on the charge "being of unsound mind" were drunk and disorderly, as intoxication 
in the delirium tremens stage was legally regarded as insanity. Support for the contention that this offence was 
frequently used as an instrument of social control is evident in the comparatively high rate of discharge of 
insanity charges from rural vis-a-vis urban areas. Drunkenness commanded up to four days' detention versus 
fourteen days for suspicion of unsound mind. In rural areas different behaviour patterns were more closely 
monitored. so by using the latter charge the observation period was maximised. 
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Destitution, malnutrition, and deviation from the "norm" were common variables in insanity charges. Those not 
inscribed in the local mores were constantly given the message to move on. A man from Winton was removed 
to the Townsville Reception House - "he was in a very unkempt condition without boots and hat."415 Another 
person charged with the offence of "unsound mind" slept in a corrugated iron hut, on a thin mattress with a stone 
for a pillow. His camp presented an untidy appearance.'>416 
Aborigines and foreigners featured disproportionately in this offence of unsound mind. Peter H, a native of 
Mongolia without relatives in Australia, was arrested in Duchess in 1938.417 An Aborigine near Normanton in 
1929 was charged on the basis of his ignorance about money, an unusual criterion since few Aborigines were 
literate or numerate.418 Of Aboriginal-Chinese descent one defendant asserted she had two white babies;419 
this was used as testimony of her mental instability, although it was widely known that Aboriginal women were 
particularly vulnerable to sexual abuse. 
In contrast with this control mechanism of the lower classes, national calamities had sensitised the population 
and compassion was publicly expressed for persons of status in the community who had mental illness. Warm 
condolences were offered to the Headmaster of the Normanton School for his recovery, 420 similarly to the Boulia 
Shire Clerk,421 to women who owned property,422 and to wives of leaders in the community.423 
Frontier conditions presented opportunities for suicide and the economic Depression exacerbated the volatile 
scenario. Guns were available on properties and in mining camps; poisons were used as bait for pest 
extermination and for household cleaning. These two modes of self-despatch were common. Precarious in the 
best of seasons, the livelihood of outback men in hard times was marked: "X at Boulia lead a rotten life. His wife 
and boy lived down below. He owed the publican a lot of money for board. He had to batch the last few months 
as things were so bad about Boulia that he had to be put out of the pub. "424 
The devastating social effect of the Depression cannot be under-estimated. One report on the effects of 
unemployment is highlighted in a domestic tragedy in which a man who had been out of work for nine months, 
killed his five children, his wife and then himself.425 The Depression made many travel under false names, with 
their dignity hidden from the enveloping society. One particular man was buried a pauper in Hughen den until his 
brother appeared and identified the dead man who possessed interests in a selection. The public apology "The 
mistake was unavoidable; no one knew anything about him" crystallised the anonymity of the Depression. 426 
The Depression placed inordinate stress on persons who were an integral part of the community as the wider 
malaise compounded their personal dilemma: 
Probably the most pitiful tragedy in the annals of Winton was the death yesterday of Rev. Samuel Hook 
[Anglican Minister] by strychnine poisoning. It was well known for some time that the deceased was 
not having a happy time financially but recent indications were more favourable. Last Saturday the 
deceased conducted a Children's Sports, in aid of the church, and was looking forward to a picture 
benefit tonight. He had purchased poison a week ago, allegedly to destroy a suffering animal.427 
The following week it was reported "Mr. Hook has had more than his share of the trouble that falls to a Minister 
of the Gospel; unfortunately his too-sensitive nature could not withstand the strain and undoubtedly his mind 
became unhinged. "428 
Stress and war-service also added to casualties: "A returned soldier who had suffered a great deal from gas 
shot himself on the way to the pumping station. He was married with 3 children, his wife was in the hospital at 
Charters Towers."429 The absence of a support network during crisis times is exemplified by the case of a young 
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single woman who came to Cloncurry only ten days prior to her death.430 In another case, a widower whose 
eldest daughter took a job instead of looking after her siblings, found the pressure too much.431 Female suicide 
victims were primarily middle-aged, married, isolated geographically but financially comfortable. 
Some suicides were possibly undiagnosed, recorded as "accidental death" since post mortem examination 
created problems in isolated areas. One female death from strychnine poisoning on a property encapsulated 
this: 
I was advised that a cattle train was leaving Dajarra for Cloncurry and 1 requested that the body be 
brought to Cloncurry for a post-mortem examination. However, the guard on the train would not take the 
body and as there was no way of getting the body to Cloncurry or of getting the doctor to visit Dajarra, I 
was compelled to order the burial of the body without a postmortem examination. Accidentally 
administered.432 
Based on correct nutrition, physical and mental health were difficult to maintain for itinerants in isolated areas. 
Harsh climatic conditions resulted in rapid dehydration, a process exacerbated by inebriation. Inordinate suicide 
numbers in mining camps around Cloncurry in the 1940's exemplify this geographic and social isolation. 
Since it is self-perpetrated, suicide as a social crime is the quintessence of an individual's inability to come to 
terms with his economic and social environment. The nexus of drinking and suicide in remote areas, however, 
emphasizes the importance of environmental factors - social and physical. 
VAGRANCY 
Vagrancy was positively correlated to economic recession, therefore an escalation of figures during the Depression 
was predictable. Further, mobility was a prerequisite to qualification for rations which ballooned out the rattler­
jumping offences in the north-west. Vagrancy in the north-west featured a time-lag effect relative to the Depression. 
Rattler-jumping purportedly decreased after Forgan Smith assumed office in Queensland in 1932, but figures 
for the north-west peaked in the years 1932, and 1934 to 1937. 
Aggregate figures must be seen in the context of those given relief either in the form of work or rations. Destitute 
men and women who were unsuccessful in gaining relief work were entitled to rations. Only a certain amount 
of shire and state government-derived work was available, priority being given to residency and marital status. 
Vagrancy was frequently used as a screen for less acceptable charges. Evelyn T was charged under the 
Vagrants Act that "on the 22nd day of July 1935, Imperial Hotel, Croydon, [she] was found in unlawful possession 
of one piece of corned beef, reasonably suspected to have been stolen or unlawfully obtained."433 Did the 
crime indicate hunger, destitution and therefore vagrancy; why was the charge not "stealing"? 
Seventy miles was the minimum distance in Queensland to collect the dole or rations although in South Australia 
free rail passes were issued to single, unemployed returned soldiers to search for work; they were also provided 
with pocket money.434 From 1929 onwards men, some with wives and families, passed through Richmond on 
foot from the east and west; a motor mailman from Winton counted 800 "footsloggers" until 1935 and he noted 
that a woman he had picked up at Dick's Creek was in such poor condition that she had the appearance of a 
man.435 Some couples walked up to 5,000 miles looking for work.436 Others were hospitalised as a result of the 
harsh conditions they endured. 437 
A strong communications network developed amongst rattler-jumpers and recommendations about conditions 
at various stations were exchanged. Tom Combey, an Australian Workers' Union official who rattler-jumped to 
Mount lsa, recorded they were "starved at Cloncurry"438 which could account for Cloncurry's low incidence for 
this offence. In a positive way, the receptivity of Richmond society to the plight of the itinerant may explain the 
comparatively high figures there. Townships along the railway line had a double-catch for illegal travellers - en 
route to Mount lsa and on the way back east. 
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Those apprehended were from New South Wales, New Zealand, and Scotland, predominantly aged 19-33 
years, labourers, and possessing only a swag. They hid under tarpaulins in timber wagons and on tension 
boards under luggage vans. Poor engineering of roads and bridges across the Gilliat Channels dramatically 
increased the risk factor of rail transport; for instance, the following appeared in the Register in 1930: "Hughenden 
- Accident at Warren Creek: On that train there were 30 men jumping the rattler but they were apprehended at 
Richmond and put in jail. They can thank their lucky stars they were alive because they were making for Mount 
lsa."439 Guiles and tactics were used to avoid apprehension, "pretending to be drunk and unable to find tickets."440 
Treatment meted out to these offenders varied, according to gender and family situation. 441 
The following excerpts were common during the Depression and show very specifically the destitution of the 
rattler jumpers: 
Nearly every train from Mount lsa has a small contingent of passengers jumping the rattler. 
Unfortunately for them their old landing ground near the smelters has been haunted by the Khaki 
uniform of late - [they are] promptly picked up and given a ride to the police station. Doubtless on 
account of the big numbers being dispensed with from the Mines, the unemployed men have given 
up all hopes of a job there.442 
12 men were seen to make a rush for the departing train which shunted back and stayed there until 
the police arrived. It appears that one man refused to leave the truck and said he was hungry and 
did not care a hang if he was arrested; he would at least get a meal. There is no doubt about the 
fact that when a man has to run the risk of going to prison to get a meal, one wonders what is wrong 
with this world. This should also be a lesson to those who anticipate coming to Mount lsa in search 
of that elusive thing called work. 443 
Contrasting attitudes of "open-ness" and "closed-ness" of the mining vis-a-vis the pastoral communities were 
pronounced. In Mount I sa chronic unemployment was referred to as "grey nurses - because of prodigious thirsts 
and savage bites",444 but there was an earnest questioning of the real basis and the social effects of the 
depression. Union brotherhood may have fostered this compassion as the Australian Labor Party moved to 
provide suitable accommodation for unemployed. 445 Local butchers and bakers constantly gave hand-outs. 446 
Cloncurry missives demonstrated none of this compassion, describing them as "foreigners [and) men with homes 
of their own and with bank balances;"447 [they] gained "a free railway ride and three days free board and lodging."448 
Some landed people saw simple solutions to unemployment, solutions which could benefit properties: 
"unemployment relief is at the root of our financial trouble. Originally the source of wealth comes from the 
land.... Unemployed should be ring-barking, sinking bores and making dams."449 
The Bench at Hughenden described rattler-jumpers as ''travelling tourists" seeing the country at Government 
expense.450 The magistrate who stated the following had little understanding of their plight, nor of the terrain 
and conditions of the north-west : "There was no need for them to jump the train as rations could be obtained 
from different police stations along the railway line in sufficient quantities to last them for eight days. Apparently 
they did not look for work. How could they expect to get work when they were jumping the train from place to 
place?"451 Sergeant Reed, Hughenden, confirmed these town sentiments about newcomers by commenting 
"not 1 in 10 ever attempt to walk in search of work."452 In contrast, Richmond's concern for those humping their 
bluey was clear; "it is a long way between stations and the days are hot and water bags are heavy and so many 
of them take a risk ... one cannot blame them."453 
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While this north-west area was comprised of a working population highly attuned to a large degree of itinerancy, 
there was a divergent attitude shown towards the itinerant who did not have local roots. This dichotomy was 
most pronounced in a comparison between the oldest pastoral town, Hughenden, and the nascent mining 
community, Mount lsa. 
MAINTENANCE 
Maintenance Offences are a critical indicator of both economic circumstances and the political dynamics of the 
family; these orders were often lodged following domestic violence and were preliminary to many divorces. The 
itinerancy of the workforce and geographical isolation in the north-west frequently militated against the ongoing 
viability of marital relations. In contrast with our contemporary society where single parents are government 
supported, women who were deserted by their husbands, during the first half of this century, had no safety net. 
They were forced to take on any available menial work to support their family, frequently living in impoverished 
circumstances. Husbands, providing they could be located, were ordered by the Court to pay monthly to the 
Court of Petty Sessions the sum of £6/10/- for the support of a wife and one child.454 
Although the concentration of maintenance figures in the 1930's was related to the Depression, many of these 
orders were also instituted from afar. Normanton claims fell primarily within this category and denote three 
situations: family breakdown occurred because itinerancy and family cohesion were incompatible; this frontier 
area was considered a "safe" retreat for southern fathers seeking refuge; and some women could not come to 
terms with living in the remote north-west. Many maintenance cases were withdrawn, totalling one-third of the 
144 orders lodged in north-west records, which compares with a ratio of one in two on an Australian survey.455 
Multiple offending showed the unwillingness of some individuals to fulfil family responsibilities; those who fathered 
illegitimate children were more numerous in this category.456 Nevertheless, the charge for wife desertion, 
regardless of children involved, was firm: 3 months imprisonment.457 
As drought plagued the pastoral industry, the family unit was drastically affected by the uncertainty of income. 
Itinerant workers feature strongly in maintenance records. Considerable stress was sustained by the family unit 
when they were forced to be constantly mobile, or, alternatively, when family separation was enforced through 
the father's work. In this way the industrial base of the area and the physical environment interacted to impinge 
on the functioning of the family unit. Sometimes, however, women used this mobility to lay claim to a sparate 
identity. Children's schooling presented an opportunity for some women to escape a nomadic life or an unwanted 
husband and subsequently live either in town or "down south". 
Divorce actions flesh out the problems implicit in maintenance order. One multiple offender from Cloncurry was 
an exceptionally mobile rural worker who was "married in 1930, and had four children who accompanied them 
on droving trips. During these trips in the 1940's. the plaintiff had complained about taking the children as it was 
too much for her to look after the children properly and they got cold."458 
Another woman with eleven children, went droving with her husband and subsequently worked in a hotel, selling 
milk to support her family. 459 In this case involving desertion, the Magistrate commented - ''There is no identification 
of M, he could be anyhere"- which spelled out the itinerancy dilemma. His further comments, however, reinforced 
the stereotyped concept that a man is justified in taking any action if his wife nags: 
1 have got to be satisfied that there was no reasonable cause for desertion. If a woman keeps making 
accusations against a man he may be driven away. The fact that a man has a wife who is continually 
nagging at him (about another woman) and at last he says "Weil l am leaving altogether" and goes, is 
not sufficient evidence for a divorce.460 
Mrs. M, 56, later re-appeared in records as the companion of a young man, aged 34. 
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Cloncurry records show instances of "Variations of Maintenance" claims. One woman had supported herself by 
keeping a dairy and cooking in shearers' camps for twenty years; the man's application was successful. 461 
While not denying that many women were left in destitute circumstances, employment opportunities in this area 
made independence, in general, a more realizable goal for women than it would have been elsewhere. Reduced 
capacity to pay maintenance demands by husbands was also sometimes due to alcohol problems. 
An indicator of destitution is the neglected children charge - five children from one family in Cloncurry in 1929, 
three from another family in Cloncurry 1932, and two from Burketown in 1935.462 Both Cloncurry families 
appear in other records, one family coming from a landed situation,463 the other from the poorer section of 
town.464 Legal action stepped across class barriers to ensure justice was shown to children, despite hypocritical 
standards in other spheres.465 
ltinerancy, and an inability for the woman to come to grips with an isolated living venue, were at the base of 
many of the divorce proceedings. Married at eighteen and married for nineteen years, Hilda K would not move 
to Kuridala where her husband had work.466 A teamster who went to the Gulf droving, saw his wife go back to 
Brisbane; his invitation to make a home in Townsville was declined and a reconciliation in Toowoomba failed. 
His securement of a managing position at Julia Creek was still insufficient to lure her.467 A shearer who was 
constantly on the move, sent his wife money but it had been insufficient for the previous seven years. His wife 
took housekeeping jobs and then worked at hotels. To qualify as "desertion" separation had to be for five 
continuous years. 468 
Contrary to findings that the occupations of men in divorce cases were typically petit bourgeois,469 those in the 
north-west were predominantly working class. Of the nine divorce cases traced, the average duration of marriage 
was 20.5 years. It is tenable to assume that women waited until their children were older, and were prepared to 
tolerate the inconvenience of an isolated, itinerant lifestyle for a considerable period before seeking absolution. 
The contemporary trend towards divorce between 1920-39 possibly freed these women emotionally to make 
the final step. 
Maintenance records support the theory that families in rural areas contended with specific issues: family 
itinerancy or mobility for the breadwinner alone created problems of health, financial, fidelity and alcohol; lack of 
family support meant most women waited until their children were older before seeking separation; and isolation 
together with lack of amenities made the north-west an attractive refuge for men from family commitments, and 
an unattractive venue for many women bringing up families. 
CONCLUSION 
Social crime in north-west Queensland revolved around several points. Drunkenness was an integral part of 
north-western living, particularly in male-oriented industries, in itinerant circles, and in remote areas. Assault 
and suicide were frequently an adjunct of alcoholism, although social alienation and alone-ness were just as 
operative in suicide cases. T he advent of the Great Depression was the catalyst for a rattler-jumping invasion of 
the north-west; divergent attitudes towards itinerants highlighted fundamental differences between north-west 
communities founded on the industry base, the permanency of its establishment, and the relationship of individuals 
to that domain. T he fabric of north-western family structure was clearly defined in maintenance sources which 
revealed the following characteristics: a great proportion of family units were either involved directly in itinerant 
work or derived their income from an itinerant income earner; alcoholic tendencies jeopardised the viability of 
many ongoing relationships; and environmental conditions created real hardships for north-western families. 
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CHAPTER 9 
VIOLENT CRIME 
Crime commission is, to a large extent, dependent on several parameters: the industrial base of the area and 
the social network derivative from this; tensions imposed by exogenous factors such as war; isolation itself 
which can be seen in different contexts as a physical, geographical component; and, finally, demarcation based 
on ethnic, class and gender roles and expectations. This in no way abnegates or ignores individual responsibility, 
it merely acknowledges there are other factors which create an environment conducive to the commission of 
crime. Offences of personal violence are considered the most serious crimes in society since they represent a 
critical resolution of personal conflict. Murder, Attempted Murder, Assault, Rape and Abortion come within this 
category but the latter two will be discussed in the following chapter dealing with sexual crime. 
World War II accentuated factors which affected crime figures: personnel and money were at a premium, so it 
could be assumed many cases were dealt with expediently; police mobility was curtailed by petrol restrictions 
and the imposed reliance on the Americans for assistance did little to improve Anglo-American relations; the 
prevailing philosophy that it was "normal" for men to be concerned about war, to drink to excess and brawl 
undoubtedly affected judicial attitudes; cases handled by the Military Police failed to appear in civilian statistics. 
Limitation on available cell space, and the need to minimise civil convictions also affected results. It could 
therefore be assumed that charges in this war period, although large, were still grossly under-stated, a situation 
which occurred internationally. 
Just as the reporting of crime on a broad scale was determined by the period, so was the implementation of law 
on a narrow scale. A specific instance of this is exemplified by the charge "Assault on a Policemen"; in 1934, 
this offence brought an immediate fine, but during the war in 1943 commanded instant imprisonment, without 
option. Again, differentiation was practised within this parameter according to a variety of criteria, one of the 
strongest being that of race. In 1933 a constable was attacked in Mount lsa, the Aboriginal assailant receiving 
three months with hard labour.470 
Specific characteristics concerning the degree of violence in a community can only be inferred from crime 
figures if those offences were deliberate, primary crimes; consequential crimes must be seen in a vastly different 
context. Just as premeditated murder and accidental manslaughter are treated differently by the judiciary, so in 
sociological terms they designate different community attitudes. Of the seventeen murder cases it was possible 
to investigate in depth, one-third alone was premeditated, which indicates other causal factors should be given 
primacy in sketching the social fabric of that society. 
Neither Murder nor Assault should be used by themselves as an index of cultural violence, rather these crimes 
are a strong indicator of a society in which abuse of alcohol was entrenched. In north-west Queensland 
drunkenness and assault usually occurred in tandem in two specific social situations. The mining industry 
generated a close working environment where one man's safety depended intimately on the cooperation of his 
work-mates; this "togetherness" broadened into a close social camaraderie which involved time spent together 
getting drunk. Assault, and sometimes death, was an inadvertent result of this social network. The other venue 
where alcoholism was prevalent was in remote mining or pastoral camps. Of course, drinking in the pastoral 
context was possibly just as entrenched especially so far as shearers were concerned; however, there was less 
opportunity for brawls to occur of a regular basis, given the seasonal nature of their work. 
Of the murder offences on which extant depositions exist almost all the convictees belonged to a periphery 
group: Afghan, Greek, Aboriginal, southern Europeans or newcomers. Assault convictions for "outside" groups 
ran at one-quarter of the total number convicted but this is highly conservative since the surname, alone, was 
taken as an indicator of their cultural background. Moreover, it was not possible to isolate economic "outsiders". 
Demographically, cultural "outsider'' groups constituted a small proportion, approximately 2%, of the total 
community so their over-representation amongst those convicted for murder and assault is highly significant. 
Culturally ostracised by their intrinsic difference, people of different background were socially alienated; Afghans, 
particularly, were differentiated by their unacceptable habits of hygiene and recreation. The average sentence 
470 Cloncurry Advocate 11.3.1933 
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for Murder was 3.5 years; an Afghan who was convicted for murder was given life with hard labour, but local 
sources suggest a serious travesty of justice occurred.471 Suspicion pointed to an influential grazier who was 
renowned for clever cattle duffing and a personal affidavit by the defendant in court records testifed to the 
Afghan's alleged knowledge of this grazier's stealing. He maintained that the murdered man, his friend, had 
intended to make this knowledge public so the grazier had shot and then burned him. 472 In the criminal files this 
testimony was obviously not meant to be viewed by anyone as it had another sheet affixed to the top and both 
sheets were closely stapled together around the edges. 
North-west Queensland was in the front line of defence during World War II, a situation which inevitably created 
pressure and tension. A cattle station owner in the Forgotten Gulf Country bemoaned the isolation and government 
neglect: "In any case our yellow neighbours could be here for weeks before our governments became aware of 
the invasion.''473 Unknown aircraft flew along the coast of the Gulf of Carpentaria prompting a general exodus 
of many families to southern refuge. Newspaper policy precluded publication of war news and the only hint of 
any activity up around the Gulf was an oblique reference to grading on a property, undoubtedly as an airstrip. 
The highway between Mount I sa and Darwin was laid by American personnel in record time using funds from the 
Civil Construction Programme. These foreign though allied forces remained in the north-west for at least two 
years; their presence alone !estified to the politically vulnerable and socially delicate situation of the north-west. 
Until 26 August 1942, however, Mount lsa was not officially declared a vulnerable area. Stringent measures of 
control were necessary in Mount lsa prior to this date due to its proximity to the Gulf, the presence of troops, and 
the importance of copper production to the war-effort. 
Military occupation of Mount lsa during 1942-3 together with a constant procession of troops through the area 
had strong social repercussions. Cursorily dismissed as "Most black Americans were relegated to remote 
areas like Cloncurry and Mount lsa",474 the effect on the local population of remote regions is seldom indicated. 
From 1942 onwards the north-west housed up to 5,000 American troops, predominantly black, undoubtedly the 
largest concentration per head of indigenous population in any location in Australia. Reports of brawls, breaking 
and entering, and burglary were possibly exaggerated in the eyes of local inhabitants as a result of a prevailing 
fear syndrome about coloured intruders. Merely one case involved a black American soldier is shown in civilian 
records. As elsewhere in Australia newspaper coverage of affrays or offences were generally avoided to preserve 
a united allied front. 
Racial antipathy between black and white American forces is recorded during their stay in Mount lsa. Fracas 
occurred between white Americans returning from the Pacific front and the black American contingents in Mount 
lsa constructing the Barkly Highway; oral evidence reported that the white Americans were forbidden to leave 
the train as there would have been a riot had they confronted their black countrymen whom they believed should 
have been serving on the front.475 After reading the book No Ordinary Time, however, it would seem that the 
black Americans may have lashed out because they were still denied the right to serve directly on the warfront. 
A subsequent fight occurred on 13 November 1942 when Negroes were shot. 476 An incident the following year 
saw three Americans killed and another suffered grievous bodily harm; the defendant was handed over to the 
American authorities477 in compliance with National Security Regulations. This may have followed on from the 
previous fracas between white and "coloured" Americans, in which Negroes were shot in Miles Street "by a white 
American soldier who immediately ran away into the dark" .478 
Australian-American military relations in the north-west were as fragile as they were down south. On Anzac Day 
1942, a symbolic day on which Australian military sensitivity was understandably heightened, Negroes attacked 
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Australian soldiers and constables.479 "We were told not to charge the Negroes because they were our allies 
and believe me our Administration got on their bellies in grovelling to the Americans."480 The need to lubricate 
good relations during war-time reflects the official determination to confirm the strength and depth of the American 
alliance in war.481 The impudent attitude evidently shown Australian personnel by the American hierarchy was 
inflammatory, as the following incident confirms. While travelling to a station near Camooweal, Inspector 
Corner and a Stock Inspector were accosted by Negroes in two jeeps who had also, at gun-point, detained the 
Magistrate, a sergeant and a constable returning from Camooweal as a routine means of inspection. 
The next morning we were asked to visit the American Military Commander's Camp and there he told us 
our Magistrates were Shyster Lawyers in America and that his negroes would be respected. I was the 
only one present at the meeting who disputed the Commander's claims. I stated Mount lsa was not 
under Martial Law. The Magistrate received a personal apology from General McArthur and that is 
where the matter rested. The Americans were a bloody nuisance to us and all they thought about was 
sex and playing crap. Life to the Americans was cheap and one night I saw a Lieutenant Hores empty 
two forty-five automatics at an escaping negro and hit nothing. When an American soldier died he was 
finger printed and they used the Mount lsa Hospital Mortuary.482 
With national identity becoming more directed in the face of external threat, alcohol often was the lubricant 
which loosened reserves. Two specific cases in Mount lsa show the fragile nature of ethnic relations. 
It was during the time when the Greek-Albanian War was on - George Elias, a fifty nine year old Greek 
miner, and another fellow, Norm Popplo, a forty-five year old Albanian miner and resident of Mount I sa 
for fourteen years, worked together underground. Both men resided at the cattle yards, an area known 
as "League of Nations Flat", a selection of humpies on the western side of the dry Leichhardt River. 
Popplo was always throwing off at Elias. Strong name-calling occurred during crib time which was 
inevitable during this phase of the Greek-Albanian war. In the early stages the Greeks were getting the 
better of them, then the Albanians started to get on top. Popplo was reading the Brisbane paper, threw 
it over to Elias and he said "Read that you Mongolian bastard, read that, we are beating you at last." 
The national antipathy they nursed was shown on the fatal night (after they had been down at the hotel 
drinking) "he called me a dirty Greek and I called him the Turk."483 The next morning an old chap 
named Bob Kennedy, working in the Mines, was going across and found Norm Popplo's body face 
down in the river - 26 stab wounds. [Inspector Corner said close to thirty] He had run around in a circle 
about 25' across, blood sprayed all around. Elias was brought in for questioning. Charlie Corner and 
Serjeant Cook questioned him and could not get the time of day out of him; in the meantime Frank 
Bischof was sent up here, walked in and looked at Elias and said: "You have blood in the toe of your 
left shoe and heel of your right shoe." Took his shoes off. The blood was from where he had killed a 
rooster on Sunday (he explained); they got it examined -there was not sufficient blood to show it was 
human but sufficient to show it was not averian blood, therefore not a rooster. He got out of it here, then 
the case went to Townsville and was transferred to Brisbane. The jury were out for 2 minutes and 
came back with a verdict of Guilty. 484 
As far as Mr. Aplin knew, Elias died in jail a few years after. At that time Mr. Aplin was an Industrial Officer at the 
Mines and he recounted another ethnic murder. "A group of displaced persons from Europe were brought in and 
the Mines put them altogether in one barracks: about 40 of them - all had been fighting like cats and dogs in 
Europe. An argument took place between a Russian and a Czech. The Czech hit the Russian over the head 
with an electic iron; Dave Whitcombe called me saying one fellow was badly injured. I raced down and when I 
went over the Russian was face down and gave his last gasp. Four of the other fellows were holding this Czech 
who was struggling like mad. He was found guilty but he was to be deported back as soon as imprisonment had 
been completed."485 
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The second case in Mount I sa concerned three men, two soldiers and a stockman who were coming home from 
a hotel and wanted to purchase sweets for their children. Their strong argument with a Greek green grocer T 
and his wife unwittingly ended in death. As R and his stabbed friend climbed into a military utility, they called out: 
"You will hear more about this you dago bastard."486 During a period when national identity was being re-forged, 
"outsider'' concepts were more pronounced: the presence of troops in the nascent community accentuated the 
crisis. Discriminatory preference given to American customers created tension and hostility amongst the local 
inhabitants, and spilled over into prejudice against all foreigners. 
As occurred after the Great War, the effect of war stress was frequently a catalyst for violence, and was often 
used as an extenuating plea in specific cases in the 1940's. The defence of William D, 61, charged with 
attempting to kill a publican following an argument over a glass of beer, 487 was that he was frightened by an air­
raid siren that night; he was discharged. In another case, Jack S's murder occurred because he ran down the 
Yanks. M's defence was "[I] said he was wrong that the Yanks saved the situation and the reason [S] could not 
understand was that he was uneducated."488 Punches were then exchanged, although Murray maintained they 
were "good friends." A single horsebreaker from Western Australia, 32, who had been taken prisoner during 
the war was looked on favourably in an assault charge.489 
Some murders were an accidental biproduct of tense situations and the discharge of these cases reflect the 
community comprehension of same: 
In the Circuit Court, Oliver S was charged with the wilful murder of James M at Kynuna on Christmas 
Day. Several witnesses were called for the prosecution - none for the defence but a lengthy statement 
was read. After an hour and a half, the jury brought in a verdict of "Not Guilty". A great deal of interest 
was manifested in the trial, the interior of the Court House and its precincts being crowded.490 
Frank R was charged with the murder of John N. A difference in a cafe, a drink in the hotel and Rogers 
pushed Noonan who fell - he died later from a haemorrhage. The charge was reduced to 
manslaughter ... 491 
In Australia from 1880-1939 most women indicted for murder were provoked to their ultimate act after enduring 
a long pattern of habitual domestic violence in isolated circumstances, police intervention often occurring only 
when such violence impinged upon public life. Only one such recorded case, however, exists in north-west 
murder records: Louisa B's defence in the murder of her husband in 1935 near Richmond was "He was always 
abusing me."492 She was found not guilty. 
In the north-west there was considerable facility for establishing independence or successfully separating from 
a violent husband by gaining alternative employment (such as housekeeping, governessing on properties, 
housemaiding in hotels) with accommodation prm·ided, by taking in boarders, getting domestic work, or securing 
a de facto supporting relationship. However, one cannot assume that the paucity of femicide figures indicates a 
lack of domestic violence in this region. Inherent in the opportunity to gain income by taking in boarders, or 
setting up a legitimate boarding house, was the potential danger of women committing indiscretions with their 
male boarders for whom they were performing a "nurturing" role. Just as live-in governesses sometimes presented 
a threat for wives of graziers, so too did boarders sometimes represent potential infidelity which led to domestic 
recrimination. 
Only acute cases of domestic violence reached the courts, the idyll of domestic sanctity acting against the 
interests of the woman. In the attempted murder case of J, Mrs. M and witnesses revealed her life had been 
threatened by her estranged husband on several occasions.493 In a second case a prostitute from Coppermine 
Creek, Cloncurry, was seriously assaulted and subsequently hospitalised,494 but her assailant went unpunished. 
In another case William L. discharged an unloaded automatic pistol at his wife three times in the centre of 
Cloncurry with impunity. 495 Frequently complaints of violence were withdrawn due to economic plight or emotional 
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blackmail: several cases in the north-west highlight this fact. Intimidation was a socially acceptable form of 
curbing woman's independence, the sanctity of the home taking precedence over female individual rights. 
There was, however, a contrast between the acceptance of male-male aggression and the relative absence of 
domestic violence in Mount lsa. Tent houses and rough constructions made from corrugated iron, flattened 
drums, bags, or other miscellanea afforded little privacy for those in make-shift mining communities. With 
shutters open for ventilation and the humpies almost joining, public knowledge of domestic violence was immediate 
and little tolerated in a society where women were few and therefore highly valued. 
Domestic violence cases reported in the north-west were essentially class-segregated, although it is widely 
recognised that this crime is not restricted to the lower classes or any specific sector of the community. Oral 
interviewees record that the Country Women's Association was used as a refuge for battered women;496 in the 
sparsely-settled communities, the need to rely heavily on other women for their emotional support confirmed 
this group as a likely venue. 
The trend away from conceptualising domestic violence as an adjunct of male sexuality and intemperance 
towards considering it in the light of gender politics is confirmed by studies in the north-west. The position of 
woman in the family is basic to consideration of domestic violence and examination of some cases in the north­
west reveals that some groups of women fought and thought of themselves as equal with males. Moreover, the 
magistracy accepted that there was a different form of behaviour acceptable for women of these lower orders 
compared with those in the middle-classes. The following scenario shows the calibre of these women: 
On 31 March, 1930 Mrs. C proceeded against George H for unlawful assault. Her son, George was 
given instructions regarding some of her goats. The child came back later telling her that two goats 
and a kid were tied with wire beneath the defendant's house. She sent the boy in to ask for the goats 
but he was dismissed with a threat. She then climbed through the fence and started to shoo the goats. 
Defendant came out and placed his foot against her shoulder and pushed her to the ground. The 
complainant admitted that whilst being pushed from the enclosure she managed to pick up a pipe of 
iron and that when she was through the gate the defendant roughly twisted the pipe from her hand and 
hurled her away about three yards where she fell to the ground. 
It is the third time he had taken the goats. She denied that she had a violent and hysterical temper 
when put out but admitted that she was an indignant woman. The defendant insisted he had reared the 
goats from infancy. An argument ensued in which a considerable amount of unclean laundry was 
mangled. After ordering the lady to depart on several occasions the defendant finally turned her head 
up by putting his hands on her and she then sprang up and attempted to strike him. 
The Magistrate in giving judgement said: "The defendant used more force than was necessary ... a 
man was unwise to take combat with a woman as no matter what occurred he was bound to get the 
worse of it." He commented also on the highly coloured conversation of the complainant and son. 
Convicted and fined 5/- with costs.497 
While he differentiated between the legitimate display of the man's anger, a similar response by the woman was 
derogated; he implicitly gave the message that women should be kept in line although it was conceded the 
defendant "used more force than was necessary." 
With the court structure geared towards condoning physical repression of women, the lack of reported domestic 
violence cases is not surprising; tacit approval of male control is implicit in the following case. A part-Aboriginal 
woman who lived at various times with men from different nationalities, was charged in 1940 with attempting to 
murder her estranged de facto who objected to her "running around like that when he was keeping her." His 
actions of throwing B, and her mother on the floor, prompted the defendant to use a gun in self-defence.498 This 
subsequently led to B's arrest although no assault charges were laid on her de facto. 
Prohibition orders were frequently taken out in conjunction with physical assault charges reinforcing the inter­
relationship of drinking and assault. In an area where hard drinking was so entrenched one would assume the 
rate was high; yet those cases which did surface were usually met with mild warning measures, such as many 
defendants being bound by sureties to keep the peace. The following case highlights societal values: 
496 Interview Mrs. Onion 
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Mrs. C left her home and was going to a friend's place and when passing the tennis court where the 
match was then in progress C caught up to his wife and grabbed her by the hair and commenced to 
drag her back to her home at the same time using abusive and insulting language to her. T heir three 
small children were present and crying and pleading with their father to leave their mother alone. 
Mrs. C is in an advanced state of pregnancy. 
Witnesses quickly left the scene since ''they did not wish to interfere in domestic affairs." C informed the police 
"his domestic affairs were his own business," but he was advised that it was in his own interests to improve his 
conduct as he was employed by the public service.499 
Although divorce court evidence by the 1920's and 1930's suggests a considerable recourse to divorce for the 
resolution of family violence, physical retribution and economic factors inhibited reporting and precipitated many 
withdrawals of complaints by females. One specific example shows the capacity for reported evidence to be 
transformed. 
On the 6th February 1948, D, 53 years, a dairyman was charged that at Cloncurry he unlawfully did 
grievous bodily harm to M. He came out from town on horseback, had taken liquor and treated her with 
violence after a quarrel. As she ran towards the hospital from the house, he took off after her on 
horseback, knocking her down and the horse ran over her. 500 
Two months later, it was reported "She stated on oath that she was on her way from her home to the 
hospital to ask the cook about some eggs when she noticed a horse ridden by her husband cantering 
towards her. She started to run and fell over and injured her wrist. She would say definitely the horse 
never struck her. Directed to find not guilty.501 
In the divorce case of Katherine R, her husband had been drinking so she deserted him; although she took out 
a maintenance order, it was withdrawn because he had threatened her and she was afraid of him. 502 The 
prevalence of de facto relationships in Mount lsa would tend to indicate divorce was not considered essential; 
this contrasted with the conservative pastoral towns of Hughenden, Julia Creek and Richmond which spawned 
many maintenance claims. Reconciliation generally led to continuation of the offences which had activated the 
court proceedings. 
Family solidarity and family honour are linked with a wider need for conformity to social precepts of morality. 
Winifred B in 1938 left her husband and six children on the Atherton Tableland and her husband exhorted his 
sons to follow in his tracks of retribution should he be killed in his attempts to force his wife to return. He also 
asked his eldest daughter if she believed rumors about her mother - her reply "No, she is too proud a woman for 
that" shows that infidelity was a greater crime than desertion. B's violent threats show domestic violence may 
have been a precipitating factor in desertion.503 
A tradition of physical violence was endemic in fringe areas in Cloncurry, Mount lsa and Camooweal although 
there appears to have been a greater degree of violence, proportionately speaking, which came to court amongst 
fringe-dwellers in Cloncurry, compared with those on the outskirts of Mount I sa. Invariably women who appeared 
in assault cases were from this lower economic group living in impoverished circumstances. In Cloncurry this 
was the "camp" section of town, on Coppermine Creek where the prostitutes, Afghans, Aborigines, transients 
and outsiders lived in sub-standard conditions. One, Annie T, who was part Chinese and part Aboriginal, appeared 
in three cases, each of which involved a male of Chinese descent.504 Her provocative pitch shows her as a 
woman of indomitable enterprise - certainly not the passive female stereo-type. In a camp area away from the 
main township in Mount lsa, the following incident was recorded in the Ambulance Record Books in 1933: 
Mrs. C (Aboriginal) who worked as a Domestic with I sa Mines, and lives at Breakaway Creek suffered 
a contused wound to forehead and arms. Reason - brawling in household, "family affairs"- messenger 
from Police Station. 
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In smaller communities, where single parent families battled to control children, discipline was often seen as a 
joint responsibility, to be exercised by community members as well as parents. Assault cases sometimes erupted 
as a result of remonstrations against a precocious youngster, but most were withdrawn. 
Another case shows deference to women who were seen in a family context. Dorothy A's resistance to the 
police in "having a 303 rifle at her shoulder in a firing attitude" was overlooked undoubtedly on account of her 
child who was with her. Her request not to be hand-cuffed was complied with, in order to comfort the boy who 
broke down.505 
The disparity between entrenched members and "outsiders" is explicit in the following cases. A boarding-house 
proprietor, Mrs. Setter, threatened a bailiff in Mount lsa 1932, with a hot iron and an iron bar. Although she had 
been convicted on an assault charge in Cardwell "police enquiries showed she was a hard-working woman,''506 
an accepted part of the established order - she was admonished and released. In contrast, Mrs. St had no 
previous convictions but ''the police could not give her a good character as she had been implicated in petty 
thieving round Mount I sa having this little girl [a daughter of 13] to assist her.''507 Receiving government relief for 
the past seven months, St was convicted of stealing chickens, eggs and maize and was given six months' 
imprisonment with hard labour. 
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Phoebe Setter, boarding house proprietor. (Arthur Vise) 
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Mrs. Setter's boarding House, Mount lsa 1930's. (Arthur Vise) 
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In a demographically imbalanced society women were vulnerable to the full extent of male jealousy. An Irishman, 
John P, 35, falsely trusted in his defacto's fidelity in the racy days of Mount lsa, 1940. Lily M's numerous 
pleading letters from Townsville revealed both of them had venereal disease, but she was certainly keen to join 
John. After coming to Mount lsa, M was popular with the men; the boarding-house proprietor termed her 
"flighty"- "she knocked around with different boys and made friends with them very quickly. She was drinking."508 
"She was very attractive, and in those days an attractive woman got a lot of attention from the female starved 
male population."509 Stalking M and witnessing her infidelity P cut her throat with a razor. Even after the attack 
M picked up her shoes and handbag before running some seventy feet and collapsing, an instinctive reaction 
which showed the importance of possessions to her. On apprehension, P was full of remorse and wept. He 
received fifteen years with hard labour.510 
Women were regarded neither by courts nor by society as an homogeneous group; they belonged to various 
classes which were determined by their affiliation with their social and economic environment. Div�rgent treatment 
afforded an hotelier and a prostitute makes this position clear. A, 34, a labourer in Cloncurry assaulted Phyllis 
H, a hotel licensee, for calling his baby a "bastard." The magistrate's decision was "No decent British citizen 
would strike a woman under any circumstance."511 The fact that H was a licensee gave her status in the 
community. 
In contrast was the assault on a prostitute, Julia A, by Herbert T and Lesley J at Mount I sa 1932. An address by 
the defendants' lawyer to the jury warned against accepting the evidence of prostitutes as their words were 
worth nothing. The judge later commented: "No matter what Julia A is, she is a woman and a human being and 
entitled to protection as a member of the community." The very lenient verdict handed down, however, was 
accompanied by words which were implicit in their denunciation of the prostitute's humanization: ''Two strong 
men like you should not bash a woman no matter what she is."512 
General consensus of a member's worthiness not only to live in a community, but to live at all, was highly likely 
to be instrumental in perverting the true course of justice. Victims who did not conform to society's expectations 
received little sympathy from their community when they were murdered. If they represented a physical threat 
with their violent dispositions, and an economic threat with their propensity to " ... be lighting bush fires and ... 
getting [their] own meat,"513 no support for these individuals was forthcoming at subsequent murder hearings. 
In the Police Court in Julia Creek, the outcome of a charge with Attempted Unlawful Killing by Frederick G could 
almost have been predicted: G was a peaceable and respectable citizen of the area, while 0 was regarded as 
a bully and quarrelsome.514 Although it frequently needed a catalyst for such opinions to be made public, the 
underlying consensus of approval or alienation was marked, more so in the tightly stratified pastoral towns than 
in the mining towns where society was more fluid. 
Detail of ethnic peculiarities in specific murder cases in the rural areas shows the recognised "differentness" of 
these people, while bolstering the reputation of the victim: "A Swiss, Kasper Staub, rode into Croydon to say he 
had shot Alexander Croydon Brown at Staub's camp; the Doctor and Police returned to the camp and found him 
dead. He is the son of the original discoverer of Croydon. [He] was about 36 years of age, his wife had died only 
a few weeks before. Brown had been working on a station in the Cooktown district."515 A month later Kasper 
Staub was committed to stand trial at the current Cairns Circuit Court. "[He was] kept in the watch house at 
Croydon: leg irons and handcuffs had been used to make sure he would not escape. A considerable part of the 
day has been spent in playing the mouth organ."516 
Either respect for their divergent cultural background or perhaps pure administrative expediency determined 
outcomes in cases between Aboriginal people. In one case the logistics of getting witnesses from Mornington 
Island down to Cloncurry in the Depression, the difficulties of securing interpreters, together with recognition 
that it was essentially a tribal fight which resulted in the death of C was explicit in the telegram from the Crown 
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Prosecutor to the Attorney General in 1931 : 
Aboriginal L committed charge wilful murder to Cloncurry 2 March. General Tribal fight. Perhaps 
technically murder but self-defence good answer. Useless to bring half of wild population of Mornington 
Island to Cloncurry. Am entering nolle prosequi but prompt action must be taken to remove accused 
to a settlement otherwise superintendent must release. Can Protector Aboriginals take action?517 
In this particular case, four Aborigines from Mornington Island landed on Allan Island to get water when they 
were attacked. The following shows the state of the cultural gap: "The prisoners were a pitiful gathering suffering 
from malnutrition but they were as wild as march hares ... they lived behind windbreaks of grass and bush, had 
no personal covering ... we shackled them with marching chains so they could not escape. Upon being taken to 
Burketown and placed in cells, they were like wild birds: one prisoner attempted to remove a testicle with his 
fingernail."518 
A close profile of Aboriginal culture in isolated areas is revealed by these records. Tribal fighting and retribution 
was common: Aborigines literally shed their European clothes and put on loin cloths for fighting, using boomerangs 
and nulla nullas. There was a degree of tribal community Gemeinschaft, with women doing child-minding for 
other women who worked in town. The smaller family unit, however, still operated in times of emergency. 
Polygamy existed although infidelity was a point of friction amongst both black as well as white communities. 
Syphilis and venereal disease were endemic throughout Aboriginal communities, and the Aboriginal community 
acknowledged this. 
Violence towards some Aboriginal employees was accepted as routine in parts of the north-west, so the committal 
of one defendant for trial was noteworthy: " A  charge of Assault on an Aboriginal boy at Redcliffe Station who 
was hit about the head with a stick for telling lies ... about rows between the Manager and Housekeeper. The 
defendant had said 'You black bastard, I should tie you up to a tree and flog you."'519 
Compassion not generally nurtured in the wider community emerged for a fifteen year old Aboriginal boy, A, who 
deliberately murdered his master who was known for his cruelty. 520 Stripped of his individuality, A was called by 
the name of the property on which he was born. He was effectively regarded as private property and abused by 
his owner. His criminal tendencies consisted of stealing food and tobacco, driving the motor-car, stuffing up a 
bore, leaving a hose running, and scattering mail. Discrimination against him by his employer increased markedly 
when shearing was on (presumably because of added pressure), and the boy's recalcitrant behaviour increased. 
The usual alternative to jail for young Aboriginal offenders was Palm Island and A was keen to experience this 
banishment as a friend informed him that he would be taught to read, write and play music there.521 A was 
removed there subsequent to the case being deemed "Nolle Prosequi". 
"Mixed cases," however, were generally racially-biased. George R was brought before the Supreme Court for 
doing grievous bodily harm to Wild H . Mr. Hallinan asked of the witness :"Do you consider Aboriginals reliable 
witnesses?" Witness: "As a rule they are not." Wild H had refused to take his horses to a nearby station since 
the animals were too poor, and R supposedly told him "You got two bullets now, I will burn you in the morning."522 
Despite a doctor's finding that the marks on Wild Harry could have been bullet wounds, R was found "Not 
Guilty". 
Isolation and loneliness frequently led to violence, addiction to alcohol being a contributory factor. Two specific 
cases of murder and then suicide testify to the devastating effect of the environment; since no person was 
charged with murder, these are hidden statistics, of significant social importance. In 1931 a middle-aged 
lengthsman from the railway at Julia Creek, and formerly from Warwick, murdered one of his co-workers, 
attempted to kill others and then suicided. Committed in the hotter months when dehydration was more likely 
to occur, in the middle of a Depression when economic pressures were greatest, and committed by a man who 
was not part of the local community, this tragedy shows the inter-relationship of the physical and social 
environment. 523 
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The second case occurred at Quamby in 1934 where a young single teacher, addicted to drink, shot a linesman, 
threatened to shoot his best friend, then all the village. He had spent sufficient time in isolated surrounds to 
develop his drinking problem. Parents of his students had called a meeting the previous week and threatened 
not to send the children until he mended his ways, and the enforcement of their threat on the ensuing Monday 
was the catalyst for his derangement. He was totally rejected, even by people who would normally have looked 
up to him as a teacher of their children. 524 As delirious tremens advanced, delusions of persecution were 
"normal" and some catastrophe was bound to occur. 
Analysis of these crimes simultaneously exposes weaknesses of different community-structures and posits a 
recognition that certain groups within those communities will be more socially affected by any dramatic socio­
economic changes. While the judiciary drew its administrators and executors from classes of economic sufficiency, 
who identified with the established strata of the community, the "norms" they endorsed were not necessarily 
consistent with the class on which they passed judgment. Consequently, outsiders and_ economically 
disadvantaged fringe-dwellers were more likely to appear in court records, and the magistracy passed differential 
judgments according to their conception of the cultural mores of these sub-groups. Close inspection of court 
depositions and newspapers evinced local standards of accepted "normal" behaviour patterns. 
Preconceptions of female class stereotyping also emerged from court judgments passed. While middle-class 
women were put on a pedestal, court records show the acceptability of a degree of physical violence towards 
lower-class women. The manner in which these lower-class women exhibited none of the "passive, masochistic 
woman" syndrome, propagated by Freud, confirmed the belief that they were different; their reaction to injustice 
or physical encroachment was similar to that of their male counterparts. Although middle-class women in the 
north-west assumed a dependent, "helpless" posture in a social context, in reality they were self-sufficient, 
resourceful women who used their organisational and business talents to run properties, hotels and stores. 
524 he spent time at Cape River before his two years at Quamby; Cloncurrv Advocate 30.6.1934 
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Sexual offences are a critical index of the status of women vis-a-vis men in any particular community. Rape and 
incest crimes are direct violations of female autonomy through the physical imposition of male power, reflecting 
a patriarchal cultural and judicial system. Prostitution extends this concept of women as property and exemplifies 
the purchasability of woman's body and confirms the gender bias of sexual offences legislation; females rendering 
the service may be charged while the males receiving the service are given immunity. Social attitudes towards 
prostitution throughout the period emerged clearly in court records: generally, the industry was seen as necessary 
in outlying areas with a skewed population base; magistrates handed down paradoxical judgments, treating 
prostitutes as pariahs, yet conceding the need to treat them as humans. 
The reported incidence of sexual offences is grossly deflated, however, for several reasons: fear of stigma from 
the community or censure from their spouse in the exposure of a public trial is a great deterrent; the complainant's 
credibility is based on the socio-racial-cultural bearing of the woman thus precluding women such as prostitutes 
from reporting; and in contrast with other offences, the victim's past sexual reputation is put on public exhibition. 
Incest victims are vulnerable to a greater degree as they possess less political power within the family structure 
and face potential family alienation. 
North-west Queensland is an ideal environment for considering sexual offences. Contrasts between pastoral 
and mining, and closely-settled versus isolated communities, confirm that rape and incest are essentially power­
based crimes; the probability of their occurrence increases exponentially with isolation. Mount lsa's male 
dominance, and its inundation by troops through the war, provides a firm basis for the theory that prostitution is 
an integral, economic part of our society. 
RAPE AND CARNAL KNOWLEDGE 
Rape and carnal knowlege are predominantly male-perpetrated crimes so that the statistical deflation of those 
crimes reported must be seen in their gender and social context. Modern psychological estimates are that 
actual incidence of rape is four times as great as that reported while criminologists set it at ten times the statistics 
shown.525 Jocelynne Scutt's F.B.I. figures from the United States show that less than one in five of reported 
rapes result in a conviction, which represents approximately 1-2% of the estimated total incidence.526 Allen's 
comprehensive work on rape in New South Wales to 1939 highlights remarkable variations of policing vis-a-vis 
prosecution figures.527 
Cultural and legal structures created an impasse for reporting in several ways. First, the Crown had to show 
beyond reasonable doubt that the woman did not "consent" which invoked subjective values in the initial and 
intermediate stage of proceedings. Many rape and incest victims were conceived of as complicitor or provocateur. 
Rapists attempted to convert their act to one of prostitution by offering the victim money, an attempt to show 
"consent'' and legitimise their act. Secondly, the aggressor often nominally received the institutional support of 
police, public and judiciary due to prevailing patriarchal ideology. 528 Thirdly, privatization of the family unit 
fertilised an embryo for sexual abuse. 
Figures from the north-west show that rape was more numerous during the 1940's when there was a large 
degree of social upheaval. Uncertainty spawned a need for men to maintain and enforce control; in some cases 
this aggression was directed towards those with less political and physical power than themselves. The more 
fundamental operative in sexual offences which pertained across all time periods was power. 
A comparison of the incidence of sexual versus assault and murder charges shows a disparity in figures recorded 
in the mining versus pastoral areas. 
525 Barbara Sinclair Deckard, The Women's Movement: Political Sociological and Psychological Issues (New York, Harper and Row, 1979), 
p.431 
526 Scutt, "The Alcoholic Imperative," p.98 
527 Judith Allen, "Policing Since 1880: Some Questions of Sex," in Mark Finnane Policing in Australia, p.21 0 
528 Freud authenticated scepticism of female veracity Brownmiller, Against Our Will, pp.353, 373; Kinsey claimed "the difference between 
rape and a good time depends on whether the girl's parents were awake when she finally came home" Brownmiller, Against Our Will p.276 
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Sexual Offences Assault and Murder Offences 
Mining 
Pastoral 
Number Percentage 
6 25% 
18 75% 
Source: JUS/S Supreme Court Records, QSA 
Number 
35 
32 
Percentage 
52% 
48% 
While the murder and assault ratios are almost on a par, the anomaly in sexual offences is significant. Whereas 
physical assault is usually alcohol aided, sexual offences are triggered by power derivatives which are accentuated 
by isolation, be they geographic or social. Outlying pastoral communities are categorised by their isolation 
where constraint factors are fewer. Moreover, since the hierarchical structure of pastoral enclaves is rigidly 
defined, it is likely that parameters of power are more deeply ingrained. This applies in a gender and racial 
context. Moreover if European women were far more vulnerable in remote situations, then one can be certain 
that the plight of Aboriginal women was precarious. 
Analysis of rape and attempted rape cases in the north-west confirms these power and isolation characteristics. 
A thirty-eight year old hotel licensee (L) in a small railway siding settlement took advantage of a female employee 
who was alone in the establishment with him. G's husband was on the Tableland looking for work and G had a 
child in an orphanage. L knocked her down while she was making a bed, punched her in the stomach several 
times, then raped her. He was confronted by his victim who obviously regarded the act as one likely to be done 
by outsiders: "You lying foreigner.... I am a white woman.... If I had a gun I would shoot you." He pleaded for 
mercy on the basis that he had been in Australia since 1914 with no previous offence and his wife and family 
lived in Brisbane - implicitly a mitigating plea that the rape was a sexual need. L was found guilty of attempted 
rape and sentenced to seven years hard labour.529 
A nineteen year old, part-Aboriginal man, was charged in Cloncurry on two accounts of attempted rape on a 
woman of thirty-five, and with indecently dealing with her two-year-old child. A linesman's wife M came into 
Cloncurry with two young children to catch an early morning train to Mount lsa to seek medical attention. The 
first rape was attempted in a vacant allotment in Cloncurry as M walked to the railway station; the second 
occurred during the return journey from Mount lsa. After K asked M to "work him off", he grabbed her daughter 
leaving semen marks on the child's clothing. He offered money to "fix things up" but nonetheless M reported him 
to the guard. K received five years with hard labour on both counts of attempted rape and two years with hard 
labour for indecently dealing. 530 The woman's signature in depositions reflects her particularly disturbed 
disposition. The psychological effect of rape and attempted rape was frequently as damaging as the physical 
violence inflicted. 
Fringe-dwelling crime commission applied in both cases of elderly defendants who molested young children.531 
Despite wide recognition that he was mentally subnormal, J was not apprehended when he carried a child of 
four to his hut in the middle of the Leichhardt River. He received seven years imprisonment for grievous bodily 
harm. Another seventy-year-old man who dressed shabbily, was charged with exposing his person in a public 
place to a child. He had nine similar convictions in Queensland, and had just served time for two similar charges 
of aggravated assault. He received six months with hard labour. 532 Mobility was a key element in the scenario 
of offenders seeking to escape their past. 
In all extant rape and statutory rape cases in the north-west a power base facilitated the offence: physical, 
economic, locational, and psychological dominance. Forced into a vulnerable work situation in which her employer 
had economic control G's attack took place in a bedroom, the same venue as for "normal" married intercourse. 
G doubled her chances of being raped by living in the same abode as her attacker.533 In statutory rape cases 
in hotels and on stations, men acted as "father-figures" in a familiar environment where nominal status was 
529 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18418, QSA. 
530 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18438, QSA. 
531 CloncurrvMvocate 22.11.1932, 8.8.1934 
532 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18418, QSA 
533 A Victorian report on rape in 1973 quoted the offence being committed in the victim's own home as 26.5%, in the home of the assailant as 39.4%, and in cars (transport) as 20.5% · Peter Bush, Rape in Australia. An Appraisal of Attitudes Victims Assailants Medicine and the � (Melbourne, Sun, 1977) p.143 
538 The Report of the Committee of Inquiry Regarding Sexual Offences 
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established. One defendant appealed to the magistrate by invoking gender-solidarity: 
0: You must have known that it was wrong to interfere with a little girl the way you 
say you have. 
A: I was out on a station and you know how a man gets. 534 
Two factors emerge as significant in sexual offences and the judgment handed down by the courts: first, the risk 
of personal attack increased with closer relationships, which supports the power derivative contention since it is 
primarily through established relationships that power is attained; secondly, the attacker's age was inversely 
correlated with the victim's age which is demonstrated by the following table. 
RAPE FINDINGS 
NORTH-WEST QUEENSLAND 1925-1950 
Age of Girls 
14 
Children 
Close to17 
Age of Men 
> 35 
> 60 
<25 
Conviction Rate 
1 in 2 
1 in 2 
1 in 6 
Source: JUS/S - Supreme Court Records, QSA; Cloncurry Summons Books, 
Cloncurry Court House 
The conviction rate of the above table makes it clear that the closer the girl was to the age of consent, the less 
chance of conviction - courts assumed a greater degree of self-determination and if a relationship could be 
proven to exist, the case was dismissed. 
Economic servitude created a power structure which increased the social vulnerability of young females in 
domestic service. Most carnal knowledge victims in the north-west were employed in domestic duties which are 
founded on female subservience. Terminology used in most cases described the act of intercourse as quick, 
dirty and an act of power. Taking of virginity was termed "splitting" and upon completion of the act "you burst," "I 
rooted her," "I put it on her and I gave her one," implies coercion and paradoxically the concept of a gift. T he 
vagina was termed a "snatch". Little evidence of female satisfaction appears, and in only one case of carnal 
knowledge was there any type of foreplay. Since pregnancy was often the catalyst for carnal knowledge 
proceedings, statutory rape perpetrators were generally concerned with contraception. Pills, condoms and 
vaseline were used by most carnal knowledge defendants. One child was "keyed up" by her seducer as she 
washed up; this child's mother lived in a de facto relationship and failed to answer her daughter's distress 
call.535 
Was there a racial discrimination factor in the difference between the findings of the following two cases or did it 
relate merely to age disparity? Charles W was charged with committing a serious offence in connection with a 
girl under the age of 17 years but the jury returned a verdict of "Not Guilty''. At the same time a Chinese who had 
relations with a girl under seventeen was found guilty and given 12 months with hard labour.536 
Isolated, unsupervised circumstances proved risky for young girls since the exploitation factor was heightened. 
In eighty per cent of north-west cases the mother was the sole custodian of the plaintiff. This may support 
Fontana's findings that "Parents are at least partly responsible in the vast majority of sexual offence cases. 
They contributed to the likelihood of occurrence through apathy, negligence, a deliberate rejection of the facts or 
cooperated by indifference to the offender."537 
Family-structure and social conditions were significant factors in sexual crime commission. Half the carnal 
knowledge offenders were estranged from their wives and two more were single. Official authorities538 attributed 
the increase in sexual offences during World War II to itinerancy, and a sense of "groupness" which decreased 
natural inhibitions: 
conditions [of increases in rape, attempted rape, carnal knowledge and indecent dealing were] directly 
attributable to the war situation mainly and perhaps in particular in recent years to a large floating 
534 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18446, OSA. 
535 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18446, OSA. 
536 NOR 5.4.1929 Northern Supreme Court 537 Vincent J. Fontana, Somewhere a Child is Crying (New York, Mentor, 1973) p.89 
105 
106 SEXUAL CRIME 
population of servicemen removed from the inhibitory influence of their own home environment and 
living under conditions where their sexual impulses were likely to be abnormally stimulated. 539 
The prevalence of rape of Aboriginal women in Queensland had significantly decreased by 1925 but still persisted 
because of Aboriginal economic, legal and social subordination.540 This had been a practice from the time of 
settlement as a Police Constable's report from Camooweal in 1899 revealed: "Half the young lubras in the area 
were run down on horseback and detained at the stations for licentious purposes. Some were locked up for 
weeks while persecutors were mustering. Some go along but are tied up at night."541 
European women were an integral part of racial tension as tightly stratified social levels on properties paralleled 
the work demarcation lines. These chalk lines protected white women while their men were away from the 
homestead but it is maintained that property owners and workers assumed de facto rights of Aboriginal women. 542 
Aboriginal camps on the fringes of properties and townships were also considered reservoirs of sexual availability 
and exploitation, 543 a crime white men committed with impunity. 
Abduction cases were potentially carnal knowledge offences since most victims were under the legal age of 
consent. Incidents occurred in the Mount lsa-Cioncurry area during the years 1933-4; three out of four cases 
were dismissed since the purported abduction could not be sufficiently proven. Examination of extant cases 
reconfirms the increased propensity of girls from itinerant or dislocated families to be "at risk". One defendant 
abducted a child, at the behest of her mother, as the girl's father mistreated the child. Another defendant had 
been a boarder in the girl's house for two years.544 
INCEST 
The power theory which is fundamental to sexual offences applies most pronouncedly to incest cases. The 
sanctity of the family provides a convenient social cocoon for the perpetrator who capitalises on a position of 
power. In deference to the family situation, prosecutions are only made if the evidence is overwhelming so one 
could reasonably assume that incest figures are significantly deflated. It is then feasible that most apprehensions 
would be water-tight cases; this is borne out in the north-west as all incest indictments resulted in convictions. 
North-west Queensland incest files contain common features. The families who came up for committal lived on 
the periphery of 'normal' law-abiding society: the M's from Cloncurry appeared in drinking and prohibition 
charges, as well as petty theft offences; 8 had performed itinerant work until he retired on an invalid pension;545 
in Mount I sa, a broken home provided the nexus for assault on a teenage daughter;546 and P from the Normanton 
area had moved from one job to another. They were 'different' or itinerant families without roots in their 
encompassing society; they were relatively isolated socially. 
Some defendants were mentally inferior, unable to comprehend the danger of their actions. 8 attempted incest 
with his married sister who, along with her two children, lived with him on the outskirts of Winton. 547 They were 
part of an identifiable fringe-dwelling community. C lived with her brother and her two children in a hut 13' x 
12'6" containing a stove recess of 5' square and a double bed. 8 received an invalid pension of 35/- per fortnight 
and his sister collected relief rations; their living conditions were parlous, even for depressed times. The 
attempted incest was effected on woolpacks at the end of the bed. 8's brother had been jailed only months 
before for a similar offence, and his sister warned: "we will only get into trouble and get locked up." 548 
Other cases reflected the fragility of family structure in outlying areas. Inferred incest was implicit in the defence 
of H charged with abduction of L.M. from a camp near Mount lsa in 1934. His self-defence was: "I might as well 
have her as old M as he has been getting drunk lately a lot, ill-treating her and making suggestions to her." This 
was supported by the girl's plea: "I want you to take me away, I am afraid of Dad. •549 
539 Ross Noel Barber, Rape and Other Sexual Offences in Queensland: an Historical and Behavioural Analysis, Unpublished MA T hesis, 
University of Queensland, 1970, p.97 
540 "The Aboriginal girl ... some of her good points" in the Brisbane Daily Mail4 May 1910.; Raymond Evans "Don't you Remember Black Alice, 
Sam Holt? Aboriginal Women in Queensland's History" in�. vol. VIII, No.2, 1982, p.13 
541 Evans, "Don't You Remember Black Alice," p.13 
542 Interview Moody Leon 
543 Jan Mercer (ed.) The Other Half' Women in Australian Society (Middlesex, Penguin, 1975) p.321 
544 Cloncurry Advocate 2.6.1936 
545 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18425, QSA. 
546 Interview Bill Aplin 
547 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18425, QSA 
548 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18425, QSA. 
549 Cloncurry Advocate, 17.2.1934 
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The extreme risk factor for women and children in geographic isolation is borne out in a gruesome case near 
Normanton. Mrs P left her two year old "Bubba" in the 'care' of her father while she went into Normanton, 
leaving at 4.30 a.m. and returning at 11 p.m. The toddler was very ill the following morning as a result of P's 
assault although he attributed her vomiting to "it is the bloody rubbish you bring home for her to eat." The child 
vomited again, appeared to be very pasty and her eyes were all swollen and blue. When further questioned the 
child revealed the offence of her father. Mrs. P had waited till P had gone from the house before she asked her 
daughter what was wrong with the child because she was frightened of her husband. Previously, P had committed 
multiple offences on his eight-year old daughter, but the crimes remained undisclosed because he had used 
threats of violence (shooting his wife and cutting her up into pieces) to maintain silence. On one occasion Mrs. 
P had threatened to tell the police if he did it again; his response was predictable - "That will be the day when 
you put a bloody policeman after me. I will blow your brains out or cut you to pieces." Mrs. P expressed her 
invidious situation pathetically: "I was afraid to leave the little girl with my husband, but was afraid to say 
anything to him." 
During their ten year marriage which produced five children, the family had led an itinerant lifestyle in the north­
west area, following P's work. In Normanton P's wife solicited a neighbour's support when he incestuously 
sought their older daughter; but in total isolation when Mrs P went fishing, shooting, milking, or shopping, the 
children were seriously at risk. His attacks were not confined to periods of drunkenness but were opportunistic 
and self-obsessive. He attributed his misdemeanour in Normanton to alcohol - a ploy which has frequently been 
used successfully in sexual crime hearings. 
The power derivative of incest cases is encapsulated in P's attitudes and threats to his daughter "I am going to 
tuck you," or "I am going to play dicks" and his injunction to his daughter: "Get back to bed. You are a mongrel 
breed like your mother." His comment to his wife: "You go to bloody hell. You are nothing here and I will do just 
as I like," exemplifies his ingrained recognition of patriarchal dominance which he ruthlessly enforced through 
social and geographic isolation. 
Sexual and psychological problems were compounded by isolation in such places as Normanton where it was 
difficult to secure resident doctors. P's complaint that he wanted "something tight" confirms a sexual problem 
which is confirmed by Mrs P's statement that in intercourse he was "not finishing the job on me." Undoubtedly 
the mother felt more relaxed about divulging the hideous circumstances to the female Flying Doctor from Cloncurry 
who confirmed the case of incest550 which incurred maximum penalty of fifteen years on each count, served 
concurrently. 
Interestingly, when I asked various old-timers in the Normanton area if they knew P, they immediately clammed 
up as they knew I was researching crime. After a short silence, they said indignantly "He didn't do it." They knew 
him and found it difficult to conceive that somebody whom they knew could perpetrate this untouchable crime. 
At the Archives, this case was deemed special and the depositions had been hidden away, separate from the 
mainstream criminal records. These two examples show how the general population recoils from a crime which 
betrays the basic trust children are entitled to have in those who create them. Perhaps general prisoners also 
feel the same degree of revulsion towards child molesters and this accounts for the anger which is unleashed on 
these perpetrators when they are jailed. 
In incest cases, the perpetrator has almost total physical and political control over the victim. It is reasonable to 
assume that only the most obvious cases from the least influential families - those 'on the fringe,' in its various 
senses - reached the courts in those days. While numerous cases of child molestation and incest are gradually 
being disclosed, the odious taint of this crime gives any who wish to destroy a parent figure, the most powerful 
tool in our society. 
SODOMY 
Consideration of sodomy is essential as a complement to offences against female minors since in cases where 
the victim is a minor, it may involve the same power base. Of the five cases taken through to higher courts, four 
cases arose in Mount I sa from three incidents. The demographic imbalance during this period together with the 
"mateship" pattern of working, barracks life and socialising may have initiated or permitted homosexual relations 
to develop. 
550 Special Records. A/28937. QSA 
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As with carnal knowledge cases, sodomy between consenting adults was treated differently from cases involving 
a minor. J received four years with hard labour for interfering with a boy under fourteen, and H received three 
years on each count for interfering with two boys less than eleven years. Condemnation of homosexuality with 
young boys had forced an itinerant lifestyle on H, whose criminal record extended through New Zealand and 
New South Wales. 551 The particular case of G exemplifies the intrusion of social status into court decisions. G, 
a single teacher, successfully used drunkenness as a mitigating plea,552 being found "Not Guilty;" in contrast H 
admitted to having an habitual problem with alcohol, yet his sentence remained unchanged. 
Parental response to revelation of sexual interference throws light on some family structures. One lad purportedly 
told H "I can stop out as long as I like, my mother don't care;" the other boy received a hiding from his father as 
the incident unfolded. H was aware of the mechanics of small towns: he capitalised on the gullibility and 
innocence of the boys. In a mercy plea, he sought reduced sentence by alleging that both boys were homosexuals 
but, knowing that this revelation would permanently impair their reputation in Winton, he had refrained from 
divulging same at his trial. Reimbursement, actual and offered, for sexual services was part of the economic 
power syndrome which predominated in many sexual offences in the north-west, including this sodomy case 
where the boys were paid as messengers. 553 
REPRODUCTIVE CONTROL OR TERMINATION 
INTRODUCTION 
Family was theoretically the building block of Australian society in the period under review. Female cooperation 
was integral to the schema of stability, the basis of which included increased fecundity. Conflict emerged as 
women entered a period of sexual self-determination which was fundamental to their achievement of economic 
and social independence. Effective contraception or alternatively, abortion, was one facet of this movement 
towards autonomy. Exposure of the degree of abortion as a crime must only be tentative and speculative since 
the wider community recognised it as an essential service and prosecution rarely occurred. 
The infant death rate for north-west Queensland was high relative to other regions. This situation was officially 
explained by a general nursing shortage, and harsh living conditions in the tropics, although it can be interpreted 
as an indicator of inferior living standards. Corrugated iron architecture, dusty conditions, water shortage and 
contaminated water supplies, and lead pollution were geographic and industrial problems. Charters Towers 
registered significant infant mortality rates; the mining-health connection is then tenuous but conceivable. 
Substandard health factors led to gastro-enteritis and typhoid which claimed many infant lives. By 1950 when 
most cities were boasting of greater infant care and reduced mortality rates, north-west Queensland peaked 
with a figure nine times that recorded in the cities.554 Still-birth figures may indicate foetal interference during 
pregnancy; figures for the north-west were parallel with state statistics. 
CONTRACEPTION 
The contraception debate in the twentieth century emerged as a male-female, macro versus micro issue. Those 
women who placed individual goals above those of the wider community were castigated by official government 
representatives - "These women missed the Anzac spirit and possessed a desire for luxury or easy living•555 -
by religious leaders and by moralists. Contraception and abortion were termed the "knowledge of the prostitute." 
In Mackay 1935 Justice Brennan encapsulated the politico-social dilemma when sentencing a woman abortionist: 
"We have no immigration policy but find foreign countries closely situated landing bales of contraceptives because 
they can see we should not have a population to defend our country in time of need. •556 Modern, scientific 
contraceptive measures were decried and women were exhorted to be faithful and multiply, the introduction of a 
£5 Commonwealth Maternity Allowance reflected this inducement for women to procreate. Standards of living 
undeniably hinged on family size, a factor which was at the centre of burgeoning female independence. 
551 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18426, QSA. 
552 Cloncurry Advocate 12.8.1947 
553 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18426, QSA 
554 Statistics of the State of Queensland, (Brisbane, Government Printer) 
555 Queensland Parliamentary Pacers, 1934-5 pp.828-829 556 NOR 27.7.1935 "Birth Control" 
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John Flynn strongly advocated settlement of northern and central Australia557 while the catch-cry "Populate or 
Perish" was stridently pushed in parliamentary debates. Prime Minister Hughes urged help from religious leaders 
to "awaken the people to the realisation that the fall in the birth rate and the complete cessation of migration will, 
if continued, array against Australia irresistible forces from land-hungry nations."558 One could assume the 
following advertisement in 1926 in the Register was in favour of increased fecundity: 
FREE: Every women whose health causes her anxiety or is desirous of motherhood is invited to write 
for a copy of our new booklet of valuable information which should be in every home. Address all 
letters to N.Q.A. Ladies College of Health, 54 Oxford Street, Sydney.559 
Some medical personnel, however, countered the procreation call. Matron Walsh of the King Edward Memorial 
Hospital in an address at the W.A. Labor Women's Conference in 1930 advocated temporary birth control. 
Undisturbed by delegates' cries of "shame" she said that "owing to ill nourishment, which was due to 
unemployment, a poor type of baby was being born:•560 
Women in the north-west were sexually active at a much earlier age than average state figures. Illegitimacy 
rates in the north-west were more than twice that of the state and country average towards the end of the 1940's. 
Effectively, the rate of illegitimacy in the north-west doubled in the decade 1939-1949. It is reasonable to 
assume that since more than half the illegitimate children of the north-west were born in the Cloncurry Shire, and 
notwithstanding the imbalance of males to females, ex-nuptial births were far more prevalent in the mining 
context than in the more conservative pastoral enclaves. 
Mining communities with their fluid social structure condoned de facto relationships, and illegitimacy was accepted 
in such towns. Erratic socialization patterns and itinerancy in the pastoral domain heightened the probability of 
conception when intercourse did occur but illegitimacy was comparatively less accepted in these circles. Social 
stigma attached to illegitimacy emerged from Cloncurry records. Mothers declined to give the father's name of 
deceased children,561 and others were castigated for their promiscuity.562 Regular adoption advertisements 
appeared for babies from one to three months old,563 a reflection of both economic factors and prevailing 
attitudes to illegitimacy. 
Contraceptive use is a direct function of their accessibility, a factor which improved as the nineteenth century 
progressed. In Australia during the 1930's and 1940's all States except South Australia passed legislation 
forbidding the advertising and displaying of contraceptives. 564 It is then anomalous that the following advertisement 
(indicating a direct link with British contraceptive trends as Dr. Stopes was a famous English doctor who advocated 
fertility control) appeared in the parochial Cloncurry Advocate: 
Birth Control -The Gold Spring as Recommended by Doctor Marie Stopes and other eminent Scientists 
- full particulars and illustrations and other valuable information are given in the book - "Birth Control 
and Hygiene Council" Particulars 2/- post free freight: Mr. and Mrs. L. Gordon City Chambers 230 
Edward Street Brisbane. 565 
Abstinence, rhythm, withdrawal, mechanical contraceptives and abortion were popular advocations by the three 
birth control clinics which operated in Australia from the 1920's to the 1960's. Quinine acted as a spermicide, 
and pessaries were commonly used although restricted because of cost. The sheath and Holloways pills were 
also included in north-western methods. Oral interviewees divulged the composition of pessaries: "we used 
cocoa, butter, quinine and something else. We made it up, melted it and stirred it up and filled the little capsule, 
which we used before intercourse. These capsules were bought at the chemist. They did work."566 
There was a class differential in contraception; while the poor were less able to afford these preventives, the 
contraceptive measures which cost nothing were also highly unreliable. For poorer classes unable to afford 
contraception, abortion was often used from the outset. 
557 M.J. Richards, Allan Vickers, Flying Doctor, Research Degree Master of Arts, James Cook University of North Queensland, July 1979, 
p.104 
558 NQB 7.3.1936 'We Must Populate" 
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560 NOR 18.10.1930 
561 Oct. 1949 Coroners Files, Cloncurry Court House 
562 Cloncurrv Advocate 2.3.1935 563 NQB4.5.1925, 19.10.1925, 7.12.1929, 31.5.1930, 28.2.1931, 5.1.1935 564 Jill Julius Matthews, Good and Mad Women: The Historical Construction of Femininity in Twentieth Century Australia, (Sydney, Allen & 
Unwin, 1984) p.135 
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ABORTION 
Abortion assumed critical proportions during the inter-war period because it intruded on a national political 
issue. By 1900 the dramatic decline of the national birth rate to 35,000 a year in Australia had caused grave 
concern and an estimate of 8,000 criminal abortions annually was demographically significant. 567 While abortions 
in Queensland peaked in 1932, a report in 1934-5 estimated that 14-18% puerperal deaths were due to abortion, 
most of these being married women. 568 Australian figures show a propensity to attempt self-abortion by instrument 
which frequently caused lacerations to the vagina, haemorrhage, septicaemia, general peritonitis, renal failure, 
or pelvic abscess, and death. Drugs and douches were used in the north-west. 569 
Consumption of lead pills to induce miscarriages, often with fatal results, was widespread in England from the 
1890's. 570 Mount Is a Mines Limited mined only lead and silver until World War II and the town was located close 
to the base of the lead smelter stack. Water for cleaning workers and lead-dusted clothing was scarce and 
expensive; moreover, rain water tanks were contaminated by lead dust from roofs. There was then perhaps an 
unrecognised inbuilt contraceptive measure as well as a serious health risk for women in Mount lsa. 
Lead intake also caused severe behavioural malfunctions, such as hyper-tension or depression. Ambulance 
records in Mount lsa noted l?everal women who were acting hysterically or irrationally; one explanation may 
have been the wider effect of subjection to lead pollution which affected both their emotional metabolism and 
their fertility. Reasons were recorded as "effects of home worries" although an extraordinary number of calls in 
the early hours of the morning from housewives, aged 20-35, showed they were haemorrhaging severely. 
Indictments for abortion applied where a woman "unlawfully uses any means with intent to procure her own 
miscarriage." Statistics for this offence in Australia are totally misleading since prosecutions only occurred if the 
woman died or became seriously ill; consequently abortion figures were grossly deflated for several reasons: 
the community generally regarded abortion as acceptable or necessary at times; since abortion was self­
generated, juries were reluctant to convict; patients at bedside courts frequently reneged on formal recognition; 
and doctors seemed ready to cover up interference cases. 
Given qualifications about abortion statistics, two reported cases in the north-west in twenty-five years may be 
considered an understatement. One abortionist alone appeared in north-west court records - Florence Kelly, 
whose nursing experience, though minimal, was welcomed in a township with limited medical services. Originally 
from Sydney, Kel!y was married three times with a young child at the time of her first apprehension. A respected 
woman who "always wore gloves and hat into town," her situation was conducive to her being perceived as a 
caring, conforming community member. None of the oral interviewees condemned Kelly, confirming that abortion 
was an essential service, given contraception shortage. 
The first charge against Kelly was reported on 22 November 1931. May R visited her for three weeks to procure 
a miscarriage and was admitted to hospital with a temperature of 103-4° F. A douche and two syringes were 
found in a police search of Kelly's home. R, a hotel worker, maintained she had been lifting heavy cauldrons of 
water and refused to identify Kelly who admitted R had visited her seeking medical assistance. Her explanation; 
"it was a common thing for women in places like Mount I sa to come to each other for advice" shows the camaraderie 
which prevailed amongst women. Evidently, pecuniary gain was not the abortionist's sole aim. Despite suspicions 
Dr. Pincus found no marks of interference on R and the case was declared Nolle Prosequi. 571 
On 14 November 1936 Kelly was charged with having wilfully murdered Gertrude H, 572 a woman living in a de 
facto relationship. Police were contacted on H's admission to hospital and, although H identified Kelly during the 
convened bedside court, the latter repeatedly denied acquaintance. Ambulance records show that Mrs. K, {H) 
housewife, Camooweal Street, with condition "Medical - probably 'Mis"' requested transport to hospital. The 
assignment was from a residence in Railway Road at 2.30 a.m., and the request had been made by messenger.573 
The Ambulance bearer was cautious about identifying her although Kelly's residence was only 200 yards from 
the Ambulance Station in Railway Road. His log book conflicts with his testimony: "Mrs Kelly said - there is a 
sick woman here, Mr. Jones, will you take her home. The woman got in and he drove to Camooweal Street." 
567 Allen, Crimes and Policing, Ph.D., p.228 
568 Queensland Parliamentary Paoers 1934-5, pp.828-9 569 Moody Leon, "The Life and Times of Moody Leon" (Unpublished private source) 
57° Knight, "Women and Abonion." p.60; Angus Mclaren, Birth Control in Nineteenth Century England (London, Croom Helm. 1978) p.242 571 Cloncurry Notes and Mount lsa News, 22.11.1931 
572 Mount lsa Notes, 14.11.1936 573 Queensland Ambulance Transport Records, Ambulance Station, Mount I sa 
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Mrs. Kelly preferred to disconnect her place of residence from any subsequent unfortunate turn of events. In her 
statement H informed police Kelly had used an instrument on her; she died from tetanus as a result of the 
introduction into her body of some infected substances. Kelly was found "Not Guilty." Kelly reputedly continued 
to ply her trade until she died in 1944. A nurse who treated women for after-effects of abortion at Mount lsa 
Hospital between 1943 and 1946 stated that the regular clientele ceased following Mrs. Kelly's death.574 
In 1940 a letter was written to the Main Roads Commission regarding the proposed removal of the Kelly residence: 
"the house situated on the main road between Mount lsa Railway Station and the Bridge over the Leichhardt 
River is commonly reported and believed to be used for certain illegal practices, also that the structure is very 
dilapidated and an eyesore. The premises are constructed of old galvanised iron on a rough wooden framework 
and believed to be the property of James Kelly, who is in occupation with his wife. •575 The law did not intervene 
despite knowledge of this letter from the Mining Warden. A police inspector in Mount lsa from 1938 to 1942, in 
close contact with the Acting Magistrate, maintained : 
To my knowledge no one was charged with abortion at Mount lsa during my service and I have no 
knowledge of any. There certainly were occasions where women disappeared for a period and returned 
looking somewhat slimmer. The Florence Kelly mentioned was before my time and I cannot recall her 
name coming under my notice.576 
Unsubstantiated abortion cases were mentioned in diverse oral interviews. One specific case was commonly 
quoted: a boarding house owner known for her philanthropy towards the down-and-out, and cited as a mail­
reference point for prostitutes from the Gap, aborted her affianced daughter who subsequently died. 577 
The uncertainty of family life in a mining domain created an unstable economic and emotional environment 
which resulted in fear of conception, especially if another child was expected. A group of women interviewees 
revealed instances of abortion which were not recorded in statistics. Children were put into an orphanage 
following the fatal abortion of one mother who wanted to limit her family. From a very large, itinerant family, 
another woman died through trying to limit her own offspring. 578 Other reasons for abortion were proposed: to 
retain maintenance payments for a previous child and to eliminate evidence of de facto relationships and infidelity. 
Most women who sought illegal abortions were married, already with two or more children, and desperate. 
Women were condemned for using contraception on moralistic grounds whereas their reasons were essentially 
economically founded. Abortion figures do not reflect the real incidence of this crime at any level as social 
factors militated against its disclosure. Although informal relationships were more commonly accepted in remote 
areas, sub-standard health facilities in the north-west tend to indicate a higher fatality rate from abortion than 
that generally revealed. 
PROSTITUTION 
Prostitution, during the studied period, was essentially a female profession servicing male clientele and this 
demarcation along strict gender lines permitted discriminatory practices from the perspectives of sex, class and 
race. Victorian psychology assumed sexual aberrations such as prostitution derived from female character 
flaws, a deficient biological makeup, and innate weakness. Distorted double standards viewed sex as a 
fundamental, uncontrollable urge in men and as a deviance in women. The derogatory connotation of "common 
prostitute" in the Queensland Code as one who offers her body to men for 'lewdness' specifically places the 
responsibility for baseness on the female. Since legal apprehension can be made at police discretion there is 
scope for infringement of personal liberty and even greater scope for discrimination. The disparity in sentences 
for prostitutes themselves and their clients supports the contention that the prostitute is primarily held responsible 
for the illegality. 
No direct cases of prostitution appear in north-west Queensland records, possibly because each of the prostitutes 
had her own dwelling. Therefore the mask offences of vagrancy, offensive conduct or language, being an idle or 
disorderly person, being drunk and disorderly, which pertained following the 1908 legislation, can be seen as 
monitoring devices by the police. Inspector Corner noted that the brothels were raided on one occasion while he 
574 Interview Mrs. Sylvia Leach 
575 Letter from T. Hickey to J.R. Kemp, QSA 40/3297 (593) A/8430 576 Letter Inspector C. Comer 13.4.1987 577 Interviews Mrs. S. Leach, Bob and Bill Stratton, Mrs. Onion 
579 Interview Mrs. Martha Polkinghorne, Mrs. Hazel Kyle, Mrs. Audrey Roberts, Mrs. Nell Edmonds, Mrs. Ivy Moy 
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was in Mount lsa, presumably in the 1938-1942 period. ''The only offence the prostitutes committed in Mount 
lsa was that of vagrancy. At the time the raids were not warranted."579 
The segregation of white women from Negroes in Brisbane was markedly in contrast with the controlled situation 
of prostitution war-servicing in Mount lsa. While Aboriginal women were seconded from north Queensland to 
service the black American troops in Brisbane, specific prostitutes in Mount lsa were set aside to service the 
sexual needs of the black allies: "some four white women prostitutes agreed to meet the sex requirements of 
the (detachment of American negroes). A record was kept of the number of American Servicemen who visited 
the brothels for the Commander of their unit, and of course the price of sex sky rocketed and the prostitutes 
involved suddently became affluent."sao 
This practice of using European women for Negro sexual needs was abhorred by Professor A.D. Wright in his 
"Report of Civilian Morale" in 1943 and by southern communities. This cooperation between the police and 
military forces in controlling prostitution was designed purportedly to identify, target and punish those who infected 
servicemen with venereal disease.581 
Sexually, the Negroes were considered by segments of the local Mount lsa population as a threat. Encamped 
at "Soldiers Hill" on the western outskirts of the township, there is oral evidence to suggest that they used 
requests for laundering services as a means of securing access to women. Since most men at the Coal Stage 
were on shift work there was ample opportunity for those women who wished to earn significant sums on the 
quiet to fraternise with the Negroes. It is alleged that payment was most commonly in the form of rations.582 
Americans had access to contraceptives which facilitated illicit relationships. One Negro who tried to climb into 
a young girl's shuttered bedroom in the inner town area was summarily shot by military personnel,583 a practice 
often reported in oral history. 584 Following incidents over harassment of women, the American Colonel advised 
inhabitants to "Shoot first and talk later",585 but subsequently Negro contingents were relocated. sse 
Three official cases alone from north-west records were directly concerned with prostitution. Mary F, charged in 
Townsville with murder, had been in Winton in 1932 where she was charged with abusive language and creating 
a disturbance, reportedly earning a living from prostitution.587 Another case shows Freda K was proceeded 
against by the health authorities for failing to submit to a medical examination.588 In Cloncurry, Kamaki 0 was 
charged with being the landlord of a house for which he collected rent, knowing it was used by E H for the 
purposes of prostitution.589 
Oral evidence on prostitution in Mount lsa has been cross-referenced with rate-books to validate reports. Inspector 
Corner noted four or five prostitutes operating at the "Gap" in Section 35 in Mount I sa between 1938 and 1942. 
The rate records indicate uninterrupted duration of lease-holding; the continuity of land-holdings of prostitutes 
Esme C and Bobbie K , for instance, in a mining community where there was a constant turnover of population, 
is remarkable. This must indicate a degree of ec��>nomic sufficiency from the profession . 
PROSTITUTE LAND-HOLDINGS MOUNT ISA 1925-1950 
1934-37 1937-9 1939-42 1942-45 
Edna W. 4.35 
Esme C. 1.35, 2.35) -> -> -> 
6.35, 7.35) -> -> -> 
Betty J. 9.58 
Bobbie K. 8.35, 9.35) -> -> 
10.35) -> -> 
MaryW. 6.30, 4.35 -> '3.35 
Edna W. 4.35 
June R. 3.35 
Section and Allotment numbers from Mount lsa Rate Books, Mount lsa City Council 
579 Letter Inspector C. Corner13.4.1987 
580 Letter Inspector C. Corner 
581 Saunders "The Impact ofTotal War," p.157 
582 Interview Mrs. Willis 
583 Interview Mrs. Polkinghorne 
584 Interviews Stratton Bros., Bill Aplin, Mrs. Onton 
585 Interview Mrs. Willis 
586 Interview Mrs. Willis 
587 Supreme Court Northern District, Townsville Criminal Files, A/18427, QSA. 588 .f:!!QB 9.11.1935 Mount lsa 589 Summons Books Cloncurry, Cloncurry Court House, 1934 
1945-48 
-> 
4.35, 6.35 
-> 
-> 
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T his main prostitution area was strategically located behind two hills in the eastern part of Mount lsa, an area 
east of the township, away from the community focus. The allotments which changed hands most often were 
3.35 and 4.35, both of which were the first blocks through the "Gap." Numerous shacks and houses were 
demolished during the late 1940's including many of the above dwellings and "shacks" near the football field, 
where there was some gambling and some prostitution. Post World War II was a period of intense growth in 
Mount lsa resulting from greater confidence in the life of the mine, therefore it could reasonably be expected that 
a veneer of respectability was desired. 
Generally stigmatised as pariahs, prostitutes lived on the periphery of townships and by being discreetly 
inconspicuous they were able to maintain their profession without harassment. In Mount lsa the Gap was out 
of sight of the "respectable community." In Cloncurry the location was at Coppermine Creek where an Indian 
Doctor also resided.590 Prostitutes lived amongst other "outsiders" such as Chinese, Japanese, Indians and 
Afghans, the ethnic males who were forbidden to bring brides across from their homeland. Social demarcation 
lines were most clearly visible in regimented living areas - "All the Chinamen (500-600) lived on one side of the 
road and the Indians on the other side. Three brothels were there at Coppermine Creek, Cloncurry''.591 Legal 
and ex officio marriages are recorded between these groups and the prostitutes. 
No evidence has been forthcoming about prostitution in other towns such as Normanton,592 Hughenden, Julia 
Creek or Richmond. Considering these townships were more static in their development, with family-based 
relationships rather than a predominance of single men, this result is not unexpected. It is still conceivable, 
nonetheless, that some women did operate privately in this capacity. 
Legislation was directed at those who sought to exert control over the industry and sentences against soliciting, 
pimps and landlords were exercisable in summary jurisdiction. The 1908 Police Offences Act was specifically 
aimed at curtailing the activities of pimps and public soliciting, and the 1931 Vagrancy, Gaming and Other 
Offences Act provided wide scope for police powers to control prostitutes and others on the fringes. The following 
statement by Inspector Comer exemplifies the abhorrence with which those who lived off the earnings of prostitutes 
were held and confirms a proposition that the pimp's survival depended upon the kind of relationship established 
with the police: 
The prostitutes were well behaved and the only trouble caused was when a man named Tom Q. 
began to live off the proceeds of their earnings, and a complaint was made at the Police Station by 
Norman Smith (member for Carpentaria in the Labour Government). The prostitutes charged their 
clients ten shillings and when I picked Q up he was in possession of some twenty two pounds all in 
ten shilling notes. Q and I got down to business outside of the brothels at The Gap and unfortunately 
I broke his jaw in twelve places and he had to receive attention at the Townsville Hospital. Had he 
died I would have been charged with murder, but he did not and refused to make a complaint. He 
never visited Mount I sa again. 593 
Police control over the industry is evident in other ways. In an attempt to regulate supply and demand during the 
war years, police met prostitutes from Townsville at the train and sent them back. 
Townships which contained a skewed male-dominated population naturally became attractive prostitution 
propositions. Mount lsa prostitutes were assured of a regular and generous clientele especially during World 
War 11 when troops were resident in the township. Guiseppo R, a naturalised Italian, was charged with attempting 
to bribe a police officer with moneys received from gaming and prostitution. His explanation shows that prostitutes 
were perhaps earning up to £1 ,000 per annum, which was the equivalent of a doctor's salary: "Only a few men 
come to see Maria as she only been in Mount I sa for a few weeks and have no clothes. Maria like nice clothes 
and need some money. She very nice girl and hardly know how to swear. She only see a few men and make 
about £20 - £25 a week. I will see Maria but I am sure you get £5."594 
590 Interview Mrs. McKereth 
591 Tape Spreadborough; Interview George Thorpe mentions four houses 
592 Interview Mrs. Riasin, Mrs. Royce 
593 Letter Inspector C. Corner 
594 NQB._ 8.8.1936 
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During wartime prostitution was closely monitored in order to satisfy troops, enhance military order, and control 
venereal disease which could inhibit troop performance. While metropolitan war-time policy was specific in 
diverting Negro troops away from white prostitutes, this was in direct contrast with the Mount lsa experience 
where "some four white women prostitutes agreed to meet the sex requirements of these Americans. A record 
was kept, for the Commander of their unit, of the number of American Servicemen who visited the brothels and 
of course the price of sex sky rocketed and the prostitutes involved became suddenly affluent."595 Men were 
lined up twenty to thirty deep outside their houses, 596 so it is conceivable that they did suddenly become rich, or 
relatively so. This financial impetus could have provided a solid foundation for these women leaving the game 
after 1945. 
The lifestyle of a prostitute could be dangerous and was frequently accompanied by premature death. Court 
cases recorded in the north-west region speak of drunken, violent parties involving prostitutes who were particularly 
wary of police involvement: 
A fire occurred at Frederick Lunn's camp in Marion Street, Mount I sa. Both Lunn and George Thomson 
had been at the Mount lsa Hotel and two men accompanied them back to the camp and a fight started. 
Three or four prostitutes came along and took the injured person away, the other person went towards 
the Hospital to get stitched but the prostitutes thought he was going to get the police and stopped 
him.597 
One particular accident in Mount lsa involved a prostitute addicted to alcohol: "A fatal burning accident happened 
at Mount I sa last night when Dorothy Hill aged 38, residing at the Gap, was accidently burned and died from the 
effects. It appears the unfortunate woman was lying asleep on her bed with a carbide lamp burning on the floor 
of the room. She must have rolled off the bed and her clothes caught fire. She attracted the attention of Rita L, 
who lives nearby, and a car driver who was passing. They entered the cottage and found the woman in flames, 
rolled her in a blanket and commuted with the ambulance. "598 Mount lsa rate books show another prostitute 
was also burned between 1945-48. 
The following saga shows specifically the life style of prostitutes : 
In 1931 Julia A, a prostitute, was admonished and charged in Mount lsa for being drunk. On 17 
September 1932 Herbert T and Lesley J were charged with assaulting Julia A, one of Mount I sa's gay 
girls. They had visited the house of Rita L, one of Julia's pals, and after a drink of lager, followed Julia 
home to her camp. She asked them to go: they then set alight to the curtain. Julia put the fire out, then 
she was hit twice. After a time she recovered consciousness and walked outside and Sadie T got a 
motorcar and she went to hospital. Another of lsa's "Ladies of Easy Virtue" gave evidence. Ivy A, still 
another, gave evidence that Herbert T had approached her to ask Julia to squash the case. 
A murder case involving a prostitute in Cloncurry gives further detailed revelation of their vulnerability. The 
home of Lola Mel (known as Rita A), who lived at Coppermine Creek, had a front and a back room, an outside 
fireplace, a deck chair in the backyard and a gramophone. She had resided in her hut for four years which 
indicates business must have been constant. An argument arose between two shearers over M's affiliations, 
during which time Rita was abused and threats were made to burn her house down. One of her admirers was 
killed in the fight. 599 
At least two prostitutes operated in the north-west to support dependants; both had children away at boarding 
school, and each holiday one of them rented a house "down south" so that the children would never learn of their 
mother's vocation.600 One of these prostitutes was the longest serving prostitute in Mount lsa. Another prostitute 
who was in Cloncurry for twelve years, had her children at boarding school in Toowoomba.601 One Mount lsa 
prostitute who married a miner, had a son who became a doctor; doubtless much of her revenue funded his 
education. Supplementing inadequate income was often a reason for prostitution; a nursing sister in Mount lsa 
during the 1940's maintained that many married women were secretly selling their favours while their husbands 
were on shift work and she called them prostitutes.602 
595 Letter Inspector C. Corner 
596 Interview Stretton Brothers 
597 Cloncuay News and Mount lsa Record 22.2.1931 
598 Cloncuay Advocate 15.8.1938 
599 CloncuayAdvocate 14.2.1940 600 Interview Mrs. Tutton - Sadie 
601 Interview George Thorpe 
602 Interview Mrs. Fisher 
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A distinguishing feature about prostitution in Mount lsa was the high percentage who married mining men, a 
further example of marriage opportunities in remote areas. One attractive woman married an underground 
miner and then had a cafe in West Street, after which they bought a pig farm. This well-known ex-prostitute 
organised a breakfast to attract clients for her former colleagues, but "the police told her she had to stop it."6°3 
One particular incident exemplifies the wider concepts of prostitution compared with observations and practices 
of those who had close contact with them: 
Mrs. Tutton, who owned a pig-farm in conjunction with her husband close to Mount lsa, sold pigs, fowls 
and eggs to the prostitutes, delivering them in person since she was the business person in the family. 
Meeting one of the prostitutes in the street one day Mrs. Tutton addressed her but Sadie ignored her. 
When next delivering wares to the Gap, Sadie greeted her with "You're a good lady, talking to us 'bad 
girls'." Mrs. Tutton sold this pig farm to one of the prostitutes in 1948.604 
Ironically, in a period when external appearances were often used to denote position in a community, prostitutes 
were always the best dressed women in town,605 despite their pariah-status. One source reports a wife's anger 
when her husband cordially addressed a very attractive prostitute in the street.606 Their repeated designation 
as "girls..e07 has a derogatory connotation. Children in Mount I sa were not allowed to go near the Gap, undoubtedly 
so they would not be morally contaminated,608 and the colour red was perceived as connoting immorality.609 
Their houses, nevertheless, were regarded by some as cleaner than other people's.610 
Legitimate businesses were sometimes used to hide the practice of prostitution. The boarding house venue 
provided a perfect situation for unobtrusive prostitution. In one specific case in the north-west a violent man 
tried to murder his de facto wife who ran a boarding house; he denied he had "ever wanted her to go on the 
streets for me. I was never in trouble over the same thing at Mackay."611 In another instance, G H, who owned 
refreshment rooms in Mount I sa, was quoted as the mail address for a prostitute who had children at a boarding 
school down south. Situated next to one of the three hotels G H ran a taxi service constantly to the Gap612 
assisting the prostitutes considerably. Hotels were popular venues for recruiting clients as there was a ready 
supply of men with money. One prostitute was opportunely located opposite the football field in Mount lsa. 
Whereas pastoral towns and properties exploited female Aborigines at no pecuniary cost, mining settlements 
accepted prostitution as a necessary component of a predominantly male community. In contrast, in frontier 
towns such as Mount lsa de facto relationships were a regular occurrence613 so prostitutes were bound to be 
more readily accepted in this laissez faire environment. A defamation charge at Julia Creek exemplified prevailing 
attitudes: a wife called her husband's young mistress "a common prostitute" but the plaintiff was decreed to be 
"a clean girl". The magistrate's comments highlighted the status of a married woman -"the defamatory matter 
of the unchastity of a single girl had been published by a reputable married woman and that must carry some 
sting;" as well, he upheld the solidarity of the family unit, by slating the husband who gave evidence against his 
wife.614 
Aboriginal women were typecast as whores,615 and "simply prostitutes"616 because they had different attitudes 
towards intercourse from their European counterparts. Their precarious economic position often placed them 
into a posture of compliance which frequently ended in private or public unpaid prostitution. One of the most 
disastrous consequences was the endemic spreading of venereal disease. Paternalistic managers or owners 
provided a degree of protection from outside onslaughts, yet their own behaviour was seldom exemplary, as an 
Aboriginal-Chinese man who had cooked on many properties explained: "All the managers, head stockmen 
and white men used to have their gins. This applied whether they were married or not. The cooks were 
permitted to exchange food for sex."617 
603 Interview Mrs. Tutton 
604 Interview Mrs. Tutton 
605 Interview Spreadborough 
606 Comment Ms. Fewings 
607 Interview Spreadborough 
60B Interview Mrs. Saslawski 
609 Interview Spreadborough 
610 Interview Spreadborough, Mrs. Tutton 
611 Cloncury News and Mount lsa Record 15.8.1930 612 Interview Stretton Brothers 
613 Interview Mrs. Onion- you had to have your marriage certificate pinned up on the wall 
614 Cloncurry Advocate 17.9.1932 
615 Ann McGrath, Born jn the Cattle: Aborigines in Cattle Country (Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 1987) p.68 
616 A policeman in Boulia lodged this summary in 1898, Carmel Harris, ''The Terror of the Law as Applied to Black Rapists in Colonial 
Queensland," in Hecate, voi.VIII, no.2, 1982, p.25 
617 Interview Moody Leon 
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North-western records show that prostitution was seen as an economic enterprise; the opportunity for profitable 
business was a direct result of a demographic imbalance arising from the industrial base of the community. 
There appears, however, to be a wide discrepancy between the personal characteristics of prostitutes who 
worked in the north-west areas and their metropolitan counterparts; in the north-west, prostitutes were more 
mature and there was overall a greater acceptance of their role in the mining community, this latter feature 
facilitating the incorporation of some into the mainstream of society by entering marriage contracts. 
CONCLUSION 
Sexual offences such as rape, carnal knowledge and incest need to be seen in a different context from non­
sexual offences. They were weighed up in a different social continuum, the offences were gender-based, and 
inbuilt judicial and social bias were inevitable. While the two schools of thought dichotomously support situational 
versus power theories, there is a strong element of both contentions evident in north-weste!n cases. The 
fundamental precipitant was power-related yet an isolated environment provided the locational circumstances 
which compounded the probability of perpetration of these offences. Again, there appears to be a nexus between 
an individual's established position within a community, and his sense of anonymity in being able to commit such 
a crime with impunity. This axiom, however, cannot be extrapolated to Aboriginal rape. 
The crimes abortion and prostitution must be seen from a different angle since they are acts which emanate 
from the victim herself. While economic and social circumstances may contribute towards the scenario, the 
woman herself opts to undergo the operation or to perform the service. Precisely because there is a high 
degree of self-determination with regard to these crimes, ambivalent attitudes towards abortionists and prostitutes 
indicate a need for a re-examination of their legal concept and treatment. While abortion cannot be divorced 
from the context of family planning and female liberation, prostitution must be viewed in tandem with economic 
livelihood, and divorced from Victorian sexual control precepts. 
CONCLUSION 
CHAPTER 11 
CONCLUSION 
The social history of north-west Queensland contains a wealth of wisdom: knowledge about the way in which 
people of that era thought and acted in their varied environments, a respect for their courage in living in this 
harsh region, and an acceptance of their values and mores as being time-specific. History need not, however, 
be conceived of as an inactive record of past events - rather it should be used as a positive instrument for future 
planning. This pragmatic approach is particularly pertinent in the present world of increasing unemployment, 
demands for social equity, cries of increasing crime, and rethinking of macro-economic philosophies. We live in 
a period when change is considered an integral part of progress. Frequently restructure is seen as a positive in 
itself, without necessarily following through its implications. Most important, seldom is the past referred to as a 
litmus test for projected changes. 
The direct implications of this book are threefold. First, the foregoing study is a thumb-nail sketch of the social 
history of the region aligned with a comprehensive coverage of crime during the period 1925-1950. It is unique 
because many documents cited will never be accessible to other researchers since some primary source materials 
have already been destroyed by nature or by officialdom. As Australia's population grows, Outback Insights 
should give impetus to, or at least give information about, the concept of decentralisation since it furthers our 
knowledge of the dynamics of smaller communities. 
Secondly, it stresses how the physical and economic environment help to format the social environment; living 
conditions impinge heavily on all aspects of human behaviour. Geographic location, industrial base, ethnic 
composition, and demographic mix are important components affecting a community's culture. The degree of 
social cohesion which is generated by these factors will control community structure which then in part dictates 
how members mesh into their encompassing environment. The polarisation of attitudes climaxed during economic 
and political crises, accentuating the diversity of culture in pastoral vis-a-vis mining communities. From this, it 
can be seen that the power hierarchy inherent in social structures was the pivotal point on which justice in 
criminal matters frequently revolved. 
Thirdly, there is a genuine need to re-examine crime in a dynamic perspective, including the environment and 
period in which it occurs. Criminologists need to look at the total context of crime to facilitate prevention or 
reduction of crime; there needs to be a freeing up of the interpretation of "norms" across society especially since 
the Australian culture is becoming more diverse; finally, the wider community has an obligation to be more 
involved in instituting a social infrastructure which will minimise legal infringements. Each of us is reponsible for 
contributing towards a more meangingful society. 
The indirect ramifications of this work are manifold. First, the fight for equity within society is given ammunition 
from the foregoing study; criminal records testify to the ethnic, economic, political bias within the court system 
and the opportunity for police corruption and collaboration. Although ongoing processes are in place to counter 
legal corruption and inequities, there needs to be greater public awareness of individuals' legal rights as well as 
their community responsibilities. 
Secondly, the political, economic and social implications of unemployment are clearly exposed - the costly 
surveillance of legal infringements, the splintering of social cohesion by necessitated itinerancy, the significant 
increases in drunkenness, suicides and dislocation - cannot be ignored. The social ramifications of economic 
depressions are drastic, and addressing this issue should be a political priority. Comparative studies need to be 
conducted to identify the "at risk" communities, or sectors of communities, where environmental factors jeopardise 
the health and safety of individuals. 
Thirdly, the presence of disaffected persons within the community is of critical importance to us all. If crime 
prevention is to be effective, individuals need to be able to contribute to their enveloping society; rehabilitation 
should include the ingredient of re-acceptance and belonging-ness to that estranged community; town planners 
need to ensure that the incidence of alienated groups is minimised and that fringe dwellers are kept active within 
their own specific area and then incorporated as part of the broader spectrum. The concept of giving social 
welfare hand-outs routinely, actually deprives the recipient of independence and may in fact prove detrimental. 
Watching the homeless, drunk at 10 a.m., waiting for the hotels to open so they can spend their welfare cheque, 
one wonders whether monetary hand-outs are a deliberate act of government genocide, or is it merely bureaucratic 
ignorance of the follow-through of their conscience philanthropy? Encouraging individuals and groups to play a 
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functional role in society, to decrease alienation, is at the root of successful community-structure. 
Finally, while it is proposed that the physical, industrial, economic and social environment is one side of the 
crime equation and the individual the other, this book is not a statement on abnegation of individual responsibility, 
nor does it advocate environmental fatalism; rather, it highlights how far our present society has deviated away 
from personal responsibility for self-determination and self-support. 

